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READER. 


Here are fame ("tis like ) who may 
think it an Uſeleſs and Imperti- 
nent Piece of Work, to write a Book on 
this Subjz&, that has been lately ſo inge- 
niouſly handled by ſuch Eminent and 
Learned Men as the Eiſhop of Worce- 
ſter, Dr. Comber, Dr. Maurice, @c. 
But though no Man that I know will 
pretend to write better than they bave 
done, yet there are ſeveral things in this 
Book that have not been taken Notice of 
by any who have yet written on this Sub- 
ject. And fince Mens Notions and Ap- 
preben ſions are ſo different, 'tis like ſome 
may be mov'd with 'one Argument, joe 
2.7.57 ' wit 


. To the Reader. 
 with-another ; according as it ſuits theft 
ſeveral Tudgments and Capacities. But wh 
befides, there are ſeveral Perſons whoto 
| defireto be ſatisfied concerning the Mat- ths 
| ters in Gontroverſie between the Qhureh Y Ch 
[| of England , and the Diſfenters ; but 
| . "are unwilling to beſtow the Time or Pains Ch 
{F to read over all the Books at large that mo 
| bave been written on this Subje&-: For Y M: 
the SatisfaGtion ( chiefly") of theſe ſort ÞÞ ca1 

of Men, Thave here, as briefly as I con', |} fic; 

ſet down the true ſtate of the C octrower- ne* 
ſte-between us, ' and the Argumeitts viſe || ten 
on both Sides, by the moſt Eminent Men || on 
' that have written on this Subje&." From | of 
all-which it does appear, that the Church | in; 
8 England' is as true, a Part of the Ca- || ra; 
| "tbolick\ Church as any. this day' ia the 
. World; and that all the Objections which 
the Diſfenters make' to her', do. ariſe 
from, Tgnorance and Miſtaken Notions ; 
That, all the Reform 'd Churches be -yond 
| _—__ do own ber as 4a true Reforntd 
W-. A Ee Corea 
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To the Reader : 


Church, and do highly Condenm all theſe 

who Separate from her, - and declare then: 
to be guilty of downright Scbifme: + And 
that the Diſſenters in Co the 
Church of England, do Condenm all the 
Reform'd Churches , as well as this 
Church. T con'd have brought many 
more Authorities for the Proof of all this", 
Matter, but I. purpoſely omit them, be- 
cauſe theſe which T have brought are fuf- 
ficient, and are ſuch as the Difſenters | 
never tid, nor I think never will Pre- 
tend to Anſwer Another Reaſon why 1 
omit them is,- in hopes that the ſmallneſs ' 
of the Book may Invite ſome to the Read- 
ing of it , es tis like might be vaſt 
rag.d at a __ Volume. - 
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A SHORT 


ACCOUNT, 


OF THE 


CONTROVERSY. 


X BETWEEN 


The Church of ENGLAND, 


AND 


The DISSENTERS. 


\ \ J HEN God Almighty firſt created 

Man, he gave him no other Law 

- to walk be , but that of Nature 
or Reaſon ; under which alone he liv'd for 
the firſt 2000 Years : But at laſt, this Law 
of Reaſon being greatly lett and blinded by 
Evil Cuſtoms, it became neceſſary to give 
Men more Poſitive Laws and Rules to walk 
by : Therefore God Almighty commanded 
Moſes to write a Law for. his People, which 
A 4 . we 


$- 'F 
we call the Moſaical Law, and ſometimes the 
Moral” Law; arid "is contathied 7 the Old 
nt: And this Eaw God" 


reveal to Mgn by the M Eng 
JP 


el; butir 2 for a great 
onial,. and rhexetore -not 


fie. ro ' be underſt ( | 
Teha eſtament; God fie os pea 
| Reggie himſelf ; 'and | teach) them more im- 


ely. what he wopld haye, them do, 


what-not.' + \ 
\ And under this Law of the Old Teſta- 
ment, ſuperadded to the Law of Reaſon or 


Nature, ( which. is the ſame in'reaſonable 
Creitures) Men liv'd "till God was pleagd 
to reveal his Will tqus, after a more full and. 


excellent manner, by.the Mediation af our 
Lord Jeſus.Chrilt andthe Holy: Ghoſt; in 
the New. Teſtament : And this Law of the 
New Teſtament, is, that, under; which we 


live at this Day, a great part of the Old' 


being hereby aboliſh'd. Sce'Galat. 4. * 
And as this Law of th; New Teſtament 
was reveal'd to us after_a-more excellent 


Manner than that of the Old ; fo the Matter - 


of 1t is moſt extraordinary, containing /no- 


thing in it ſuperfluous , nor wagtiog , any 
thing neceſſary to the directing all Men to 


Heayen on very ealic terms. It 1s 1o adapted . . 


and ' 


| 


very 1 
ry" to their Salva 

wt Law, Chrift wah 
as a Rule for all-ſucce: bike 

_But notwi thatour Savi 
and Poſitive Rules to ow by: 
that were, not walfully ſo CEE! 
in thern3 yet thch has been þ 
of the Chriftiari Church a1 Et) ſr 
ſome within -it of ſuch! wp -- 
Spirits, as todifturb its Paoked niet, thy + + 
making Diyifions, and Schifrs-ih Pr: ST wlich | 
St. Paul foreſaw,: -when he told the Elders, 
Aits 20. 30. Alſo. of , Aroma ſhall = 
ariſe, ug - perverſe things, to draw Diſci- 
ples IR them... 'But though rhere have-been 
hes s ſome Diviſions'-in the Church-ever. | 
ſince "hi firſt Planting of it; yet forthe firſt 
Three or Four. Hundred: Years, they. were: 
much fewer than what have been-fnce, and 
thoſe that-were, were much. more;/di 10- 
tenanc'd And- oppos'd- by the: generality of _ -: 
Chriſtians, 'than they were afterwards; 

In the Charch of Africay :a-Jittle before: © : 
St. Auguſtine's Days,' there taraſe "the co 
C the Doriifts 3 who Kpnupd +4 
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(4) 

the account that the Biſhopricks were too 
Large, and the Power of the Biſhops too 
Great. And becauſe the Miniſters were not 
{o Able and Holy Men as they ſhould be, and 
becauſe they diſlik'd the Liturgies and Pub- 
lick Prayers of the Church, and for ſuch-like 
Reaſons. And a little before in the Third 
Century , began the Novatian Schiſm at 
Rome ; tor that Novatus thinking the Biſhop» 
ricks too Large, would needs be choſen Bi- 
ſhop in the ſame City where Corzelinus was 
choſen before : But both theſe Schiſms were 
condemned, This by the' Council of Carth. 
and the Council of Conſtantinople , and by 
St. Cyprian, Ep. 52. N. 4, &c. And That of 
the Donatiſts by all the Catholick Biſhops at 
the Conference at Carth. See Conference of the 
Third Day, Chap. 4. And by St, Awguſtine 
.in his Books againſt Permenian, Petilian, and 
the other Donatiſt Biſhops. 

Bur not long after, about the Fifth and 
Sixth Century, the Errors, and Corruptions 
inthe Church, began to Increaſe more abun- 
danti-,and appear more bare-fac'd and open- 
Iv, than formerly they had done; for that - 
2s the Roman Empire began to decline, there 
tollow'd a general decay of Learning , and 
groſs Ignorance had over-ſpread the Earth ; 
1n:omuch,that many of the Prieſts themſelves 

cou'd. 


(5) 
difficule Matter 'to bring in-what Hereſies 
and Schiſms Men wou'd. And this was 
the time that moſt of the Errors and* Cor- 
ruptions of the Church of Rome, were intro- 
duced, as Dr. Comber obſerves, in his Advice 
to the Roman Catholicks of England. 

Under this Cloud of rs and Dark- 
neſs, did the Church lie hid for many Hutt 
dreds of Years; till about the Year 1510. 
when it pleaſed God to open the Eyes of 
ſome of his People, and to let them ſte thoſe 
great Abuſes with which the World had 
been fo long abus'd, and under the Burden 
of which, the Church had groan'd for fo 
many Hundred Years: And though here in 
England, there has been for many Years be- 
fore the Reformation, a ſtrong Diſpoſition 


leſſen and take away the Pope's Power and 


Matters within theſe Kingdoms.' See Coke's 
5th Rep. De jure Regis Eccleſiaſtico. Yet the 
Pope had always ſo great an Intereſt at Court, 
and the Clergy in the Nation, having got 
moſt of the Lands into their own Hands, 
that this glorious Deſign cou'd never. be. ac- 
compliſh'd, till it pleaſed God to make an 
E7 ; ; - ; 4 | Open 


cou'd not read Latin -.and then it was no . 


that way, as may appear by the ſeveral AQs - 
of Parliament made fince the Conqueſt, to - 


Authority, as well in Eccleſiaſtical as Civil * 


W 1 - a m4) ; 
i Wo. — breach between King 'H. 8. and the 
| Xx | Pape upon which, he totally reje&ed the. 


 theſs > gr = Defender of. te wr 
thus Pope”. eng 
was: likely: ry \wou'd (065Faiks ha= 
vingloſt irs Infallible Head. * And: fo Tec] 

Irprov'd.; For.in 
Sa ag Age x > out of Doors, by the general 
\ "R. conſent of the whole Nation; whoſe Exam- 
many of the Churches beyond Seas fol- 
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Benet -begduſe.” impoſſible to bring the 
bf > lorhtnnys arg what they andrhew 
bj; Anceſtors had been breg! up. in, and /accu- 


Z Rovmtkaget di 


lun Religion , and 
[twas wy 


_ Pope's Supremacy, . and aſſum'd-to himſelf 
>the tile of Supream Head of the G Church in 


eg Sos 6. days, Popery: 


hos :>low'd. And. thus the general Reformation - 


tript of all its antick Diſguiſes; began | 
A oakench ine forth in i max 


E-Oopr's. to for ſo many-Ages; * or! to: make- 
ing.on; -aſudden, 


DIC 


axe 


( . 
bro he to thirigs riscrſſary's 


onga$'alſo to let ont 
a didti0 break Communion | 22 
at the beginning: of the —_ : £þ 
were afirwinds Reform'd.. Jn th "ar N 9 


Eaw. VI. the Liturgy'and Publick mar "20 


the Church was Corre&ted (and. Amended: 
And this was done:'with all the Care and Des -* ; Qt 
liberation'imaginable, and the King and Pars * - 
hament took the beſt Advice'in the doing E.. 
it that-cou'd be had'either at home 'or-abraads 
Which: makes. me$ indeed; admire to: 
every illiterate Difſentet find &inany aules: '« 
in the Liturgics and Worſhip ol ucch- © 
of Englend, that 'was' ſo 'well 'approvi4*ol 
then by all thoſe Hol Biſhops: and Marty! 
that were our firſt R rs,.and byCak 
Sos FFI ge wy a, 
Seas Ts very” i 
Excellent Men, \and"Men' of ſixtt ide 


gable Pains, and reds New 
Ridly, Latimer, and Bradford; See. 2 


all their diligent phones | 
to God, chay he w_ Yin 2 -uhen » 
Perfotmance cod M4 it of if 
Work, cou' 35808 frer/ 

mote of Vakewflodh ig 

now: every Dulcating 


(8) 
ver {o raw or illiterate ; yea; and the very 
meaneſt of the People can ſee ſuch Beams in, 
"Tis certain, that our terms of Communion 
are the {ame, or rather eaſier now than the 
were then, as moſt of the Diſſenters wi 
allow ; and as Dr. Stilingfleet has prov'd at 
large, in his M:ſchiefs of Separation. 

During all the Reign of King Edwerd VE, 
there were no Diviſions in this Church about 
theſe Matters. There might have been ſome 
' in thoſe Days that might have wiſh'd for a 
farther Reformation, as no Church ever yet 
wanted {uch ; But there was no ſuch thing as 
paration from the m—_—— , and "going to 
eparate Meetings upon that account : No, 
*ewas ſo far from that, that when aCtual Se- 
paration was firſt begun in Queen Elzzabeth's 
Days, thoſe who praQtis'd it, were ſeverely 
Condemned by moſt of thoſe who were very 
. deſirous of a farther Reformation. 

* Thetime when Separation firſt began in 
the Church of Ezg/and, was about the Be- 
ginning of Queen Elizabeth's Reign : ' For 
after Queen Mary's Death, the Miniſters and 
others, who were Baniſhed and Fled in her-- 
time, began to flock back again into Exgland ; 
but the: Impreſſions which were made on 
ſome of our Divines, during their Baniſh- 
meat ;- eſpecially thoſe who continued at 

| Geneva, 


ge 
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Genevs, (a place always inveterate againſt 
Ceremonies) did not wear off at their re- 
turn hogae 3 but ater a little while, they be- 
gan to infinuate into the People (who are 
ever fond of-Novelties) a hatred to the Livery 
at W of Antichriſt, as = calFd the Veſtmeats, 
_ Ceremonies ; - ere rm _ of = 

to Sparc and this was the 
Fr —_— Uniformity with 
Lawsand brag e Queen and Parlia- 
ment now began to ſee it Neceflary for the 
Quiet of the Church and Nation, and for 
the avoiding farther Diviſions upon this a6- 
count, | that all the Clergy ſhou'd give ſome 
aſſurance of their Conformity and Obedience 
to the Laws of this Land, and the Religion 
Eſtabliſh'd by Law, and to the Orders and 
Diſcipline of the Church, agreeable to Law. 
And accordingly , certain Articles and Sub- 
{criptions were agreed on ; and ſuch of the 
Clergy as would not Subſcribe thereto, were 
Suſpended. : They who were Suſpended, 
writ to their Oracle at Geneva, Bezs , who 
was a Manof greateſt Authority with them, 
to know what they ſhou'd do ;| Bezs adviſes 
them, That if they cannot otherwiſe be conti= 
nued in their Offices, but by wronging their 
Conſciences, that they ſhould ſubmut,and live - 
quietly,but by no means to exercile (hc es 


fs 10 o) 
ainſ the Will of their Queen and- Biz 
: "yan . ſhops; for,:ſays he, We rremble 
= "OD at the thoughts of that %, But he: 
& Sar eionPap-20, tellsthem \farrher, That though 
he does not. proves .of the Ces 


_ {25 orqmng 

=* does not think yrs apes that HER 

- "the 'Minifſters:ſhor'd: leave their -FilnQtions 
; Hor ehanh, or the People forſake the Ordinans 

: zer-than hear thoſe who did Contr 


|» nd Learned 'of choſe => n:cheir - 
>= Baniſhmenr had ſuck'd"in\ Dill co he 
3, ” Church of Exg/and wa of W 
- think-fit to Separate from 65 uf Mp bo 
Y count, . or to. endeavour: too ha ily. the Re+- 
: Hpminaes it 3<©bDr.,Burnetin his Book of 
vels,tells-us, - That in Switzerland he met 
Son ſeveral Letters from ſorne of our. Eng--' 
' liſh Glergy, to:Bulliager, who had procur'd a. 
+. Kind Reception to begiven:to ſeveral of them 
in Switzerland ,' duting\chei Perſecution! of f1 
| ne Mary.,: By which'Lefters.t: 
- ghar ſeveral of. the'Cletgy who. had been be- 
\! 54 Fond Seas, .upon their return;Home;-did.ens 
j -deavour to Perſwade:Queen Elizabeth, roket 
[4 > the Matters of the Habits forthe Clergy, &c. 
| I fall ;. Particularly -Sazos, afterwards: Arch 
"MF biſhop of, Tork , TIOE Menard Biſhop of 
=. - Wincheſter, 


WON 
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Wiktiheſter, Jewel and Grindal : But Grindat' 

in one Of his Letters to Bu/linger, ſays, They 
ere all reſolved toſibmit to the Laws, ard 

0 wait for a fit opportunity to reverſe them : 

ind he lametits the ill EffeQts of the Op- 

poſition. that ſome had made to them ; He 


& Walſo thanks Buliger for the Letter he wrote 


o juſtifie the lawful Uſe of the Habits,&c. 
*WAnd in fine, they all allow'd the lawfulneſs; 
+ Wbut not the fitneſs of them ; and that they 
> Wought to fubtnit to the Law, till it ſhow'd 
pleaſe God to reverſe it lawfully. See Byr- 
net's Travels, Þ. 51, 52. 
But though the wiſer fort among ,thent 
did -not think fit to proceed to aftual Sepa- 
ration -from the Church, upon the account 
of thoſe indifferent. things ; yet fame there 
were of a more fierce and turbulent Spirit, 
who had not Patience to wait God's lesfure, 
but either a Reformation mult be made pre- 
ſently according to their wild Notions ; and 
the Queen and Parliamerit muſt tack about + 
immediately to their- Pleaſures, or elſe.to 
your” Tents, O Iſrael; They will ſet up 
Churches of their own-,' and forlake us 
utterly as; a Superſtitious - aad Idolatrous 
Church, not fic to be communicated with. 
And thus began -our unhappy Diviſions 
1a the Church of England. I ſhall not _ 
| | B e 


| (2d) | 
ble my ſelf 'to trace this Matter through the 
Reigns of Queen Elizabeth, King James the 
Firl , and® King Charles the Fir ; Nor to 
ſhow how they daily increas'd and. grew 
wider': Nor the many Sub-Diviſions, and 
Scandalous Breaches that were daily made 
' among themſelves, ever ſince the beginning 
of Separation : As between Brown and Bar- 
row, Brown and Harriſon, Barrow and John- 


ſon, Jobnſon and Ainſworth ; who all left 


Exgland-to gather Separate Churches to 
themſelves in the Low-Countries ; But ſcarce 
had been well there, till they fell "out all 
among themſelves ; one Man and his Com- 
pany being accurs'd, and avoided by the 
other and his Followers, and the one Church 
receiving the Perlons excommunicated; by 
the other ; till they became" ridiculous to 
Spectators, and at laſt ſome of them were 
glad to return into Exglard. . This Matter 
has been ſo fully related by. Dr. S::lingfleer, 


in his Miſchiefs of Separation, p.'51, 52,&c. 


that *rwere needleſs here to repeat it. 
I ſhall only take notice, that ever fince 
' King Fames the Second's Acceſſion to the 
Crown, the Church of Exgland had laid 
alide all thoughts of Controverlie with- the 
Diſſenters, in hopes that they wou'd. have 
joyn'd for their common Safety with them, 
in 
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(13) | 

in ſtopping the Inundation of Popery, that 
was ready to break in upon theſe Nations, 
and ſwallow them both up. But while moſt 
of our Eminent Divines of the Church of 
England , as Dr. Tillotſon , Dr. Stilling fleet , 
Dr. Burnet , Dr. Comber ; Dr. Sherlock , and 
the reft, were imploy'd in writing againſt 
the Incendiaries of Rome ; the Difſenters; 
our Brethren , inſtead of affiſting us, were 
making themſelves ready for War with os ; 
as appear'd ſoon after. For when God Al- 
mighty had happily plac'd King Wiliam in 
the Throne,a Convocation was immediately 


calld, in hopes that ſome Terms of Accom- 


modation might have been Agreed upon be- 
tween us ; And which, in all probability, 
wou'd have taken EffeQ , if the Difſenting 


Miniſters had been as forward as we; for -. 


how. much inclin'd our Clergy were to a Re- 
conciliation (notwithſtanding the Aſperſion 
laid on them by the Diſſenters, of their ha- 
ving no ſuch Deſign) does ſufficiently appear 
by ſeveral of their Writings ; See Dr. Tllot- 
ſon's Sermon Preachedat the Yorkſhire Feaſt, 
Anno 1679. Pag. 28. And Dr. Sherlock's 
Sermon before the Lord Mayor, Nov. 1688. 


See likewiſe the Petition of the Archbiſhop 


of Canterbyry, 'and the other Biſhops ; for 
which they were committed to the Tower - 
” WS And 


”s 


(14) 
And ſee the Articles recommended by the 
Archbiſhop of Caxterbury to all the Biſhops 
within his Province. And Dr. S:ilingfleet's 
Preface to his Miſchiefs of Separation, * By 
all which, it ſufficiently appears how deſt- 
rous they were for a Reconciliation. But 
iaſtead of liſtning to any ſuch thing, does 
our Diſſenters break forth into opea As of 
Hoftility, and at that very time when we 
were actually Treating of Accommodation 
. with them, do they Publiſh ſeveral of their 
Books, one upon the back of another ; in 
which, they endeavour.nothing leſs than the 
total Overthrow of our Church, by pretend- 
10g to prove, That the Conſtitution of our 
Church is New ,- and Unlawful; and that 
our Worſhip is Idolatrous and Sinful. Had 
this been at a Time when their way of Wor- 
{ſhip was not tolerated, or ours impos'd ort - 
them with Penalties, they had been the more, 
excuſable ; Or, had we began to- expole 
their Extempore way of Praying,as we might Ml - 
ealily have done ; but at ſuch a time as that” 

. - was, to becomethe Aggreffors, was ungrate- Ml 
ful as well as unfeaſonable. But now, ſince 

_ the Diſſenters have thought fit to revive the 
Controverſie between us, I hope they cannot 
take 1t unkindly of us, if we endeavour to 
Vindicate our Church, and to remove thoſe 
Aſper- 
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Aſperfions that they have Jury caſt 
upon her. But this has been doge ſo learnedly 
and fully by ſo many of our Learned Divines 
already, that I will not pretend to do it bet- 
ter, or to ſay much more than what they 
have {aid before me ; I ſhall only here lay 
down briefly the Subſtance of what I have 
Colleted out of the beſt Authors on both 
ſides, that have writ lately on this Subje& : 
For there may be ſome who wou'd be wil- 
ling to be ſatisfied in this Matter, and yet 
can neither beſtow -the Time nor Pains to 
read all the Books of Controverſie over, which 
have been writ on this SubjeQ. 

Firſt then ; We will examine the Pleas 
which the Diflenters uſe for Separation, and 
ſhow the inſufficiency of them ; and- that 
they do not jultifie Separation according ro 
their own Principles. 'K | 

All the Pleas at this'time made uſe of for 
Separation, may bg reduced to theſe Three 
Heads ; 5 SE ay 

Firſt, Such as relate.to the Conſtitution 
of our Church. 

Second, To the terms .of Communion 
with it. | þ ns 

Thisd, To the Conſciences of Diſlenters, 

As to the Firſt, to wit, ſuch: as relate to 
the Conſtitution of our Churches ; They ſay, 

: 1 WS Firtt, 
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' Diſcipline ; all being ſwallowed up in the 
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Firſt, That our Parochial Churches are nat 
according to Chriſt's Inſtitution, as being 
different from thoſe of the Congregational 
way. .Secondly, That our Diocelin Biſhops 
are Unlawful. Thirdly, -That our Natio- 
nal Church has no Foundation, and wants 


Biſhops: And the Paſtors of every Pariſh who 
ought to have full Power to execute every 
part of it,are depriv'd thereof. And Fourthly, 
That the People are depriv'd of their right 
of chufing their own Paſtors. 

Firſt, ſay they, Our Parochial Churches 
are not according to Chriſt's Inſtitution. 
For Chriſt, they ſay, inſtituted' no other 
kind of Churches, than 'particular Congre- 
gations, to Which he gave full Power and 
Authority to govern themſelves, diſtinctly 
and Independent of all other Churches. 

But where have they Authority for this 
Opinion? Where do they find that Churches 
were limitted to particular Congregations? 
not ta Scripture ; for there is no tolerable 
Proof, that the Churches planted by the Apo- 
{tles, were of this Nature. ?Tis poſlible at 
firſt there might have been no more Chri-. 
{t1ans in a City, than might meet together 
in one Congregation ; But where doth it ap- 
year, that when they multiply'd into more 

| Congre- 
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it WF Congregations, they made new and diftin&t 
ng Wl Churches under. new Officers, with a ſepa- 
al Wl rate Power of Government ; . of this Dr. $t:/- 
PS BN lingflcet ſays, he is well aſſur'd there is no 
10- WF mark or Footltep in the New Teſtameat, 
its WF or the whole Hiſtory of the Primitive 
ne WF Church. If they will follow the plain in- 
10 Wl ances of Scripture , they may better limit 
'y WM Churches to Private Families, than to parti- 
Y, WM cular Congregations ; for-of that we have a 
at WF plain inſtance-in Scripture, Rom. 16. 3. 5. 
Col. 4. 15- in the Houſe of Priſcilla and 
Aquilla, but not a word of the other : And 
if they wou'd keep to thele plain inſtances of 
Scripture, they might fully enjoy the Liberty 
of their Conſciences, and ayoid the Scanda 
of breaking the Laws. 
But the Scripture is ſo far from making every 
Congregation an Independent Church,that it 
plainly ſhews us, the Notion of a Church was 
then the ſame with a Diocels, orall the Chri- 
ſtians of a City, which were under the Inſpe- 
ation of one Biſhop : For, if we obſerve the 
Language of the Scripture, we ſhall find this 
Obſervation not once to fail; that when 
Churches are ſpoken of,they are the Churches 
of a Province : As the Churches of Judea, 
1 Theſſ: 2. 14. The Churches of Aſa, Cor. 
16. 19. Of Syria and Cilicia, Atts 15. 4t. 
| \'B 4 Churches 
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Churches of Galatis, 1 Cor. 16. 1. G 
1.2. Churches of Macedonia, 2 Cor. $,1 
But when all the Chriſtians of a City are 
ſpoken of, it is ſtill call'd the Church of that 
City ; as,the Church of Antioch, the Church 
at Corinth , the Church of Epbeſus, &Cc; $0 
that it ſeems plain from the Teſtimony 0 
Scripture, that Churches were not limitted 
to particular Congregations, unleſs they will 
ſay, that all the Chriſtians in the largeſt of 
theſe Cities mention'd in Scripture, were no 
more than cou'd conveniently meet - 1a one 
Congregation ; which ſhall be ſhown to be 
otherwiſe hereafter. 

But ſuppoſe we ſhou'd grant that the Apo- 
ſtolick Churches were Congregational (as 
*eis plain they were not) what then ? that 
might have been from the-Circumſtances of 
Fimes,or ſmall number of Chriſtians in thoſe 
Days ; muſt it therefore follow that they 
muſt always continue ſo 2 Why do they not 


waſh one anothers Feet, as Chriſt did, -and. 


: commanded his Apoſtles 
prec > py NIE to do the ſame * : Sothe 


thoſe Days, why dNes any of firſt Civil Government 


therr Mimjters marry a Se- 
cond Wife ? For St. Paul ſays Was by Gods own Inſti- 


plainly, Let Biſhops and tution over 'Famihies ; 


Deacons be the Husbands of . 
one Wiſe, 1 Tim. 3. V. 2, they may by the ſame 


Ro. | Rule thiok themlelves 
| SS, - bound 
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bound to overthrow Kingdoms, to. bring 
things back to God's firſt Inſtitution: From 
whence it appears how, ridiculous that fancy 
of theirs is , That the Scripture is the only 
Rule of- all things pertaining to Diſcipline 
and Worſhip ; and that we muſt ſtick ſopre- 
ciſely to the Letter of it, and to the praftice 
of thoſe Days, as that *tis not lawful to vary 
from it in any little indifferent Circum- 
ſtance for the ſake of Publick Order, or Con- 
no yeniency. | 
"ne But as this notion of Congregational Chur- 
be WF ches does not agree with the words of the 
© BW New Teſtament; fo neither does it with the 
0- WM Judgment and Praftice of the, Primitive 
'as WM Church ; For by the ancient Canons of the 
at Wl Church it appears, That the Notion of a 
of W Church, was the ſame with that of a Dio- 
le WW cels, which comprehended many Congrega- 
2) WM tions, or Pariſhes. See Canons Nicer. 6, 
ot MW 15, 16. Conſtant.c. 6. Chalcedon 17. 20. 26. 
d WM Aptioch c. 2. 5. Codex Ecclef. Africe, C. 53. 
cs Wl 55: Copcil. Gangre. C. 6. Concil. Carthag. 
ic I c. 10, 11. | Is 
It And thus much as to: the firſt ObjeQtion - - 
!- MW againſt the Conſtitution of our Church, as 
differing from thoſe of the Congregational 
way ; and therefore not of Chriſt's Inſti- 


b 
c 
'S rution, 
1 The 
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The Second Objeftion againſt the Confty 
tution of our Church is, That our Dioceſan 
Churches and Biſhops are unlawful ; For ſay 
they, *Tis making a new Species of Churches 
and Church-Government , without God's 
appointment ; For, ſays Mr. Baxter , accor- 
ding to Chrilt's Inſtitution, ao Church muft 
be bigger, than-that the ſame Biſhop may 
perform the Paſtoral Office to them in preſent 
Communion : And ſo he will have three 
ſorts of Biſhops by Divine Right : Firſt, 


General Biſhops, that in every Nation are W t 
over many Churches. Secondly ,  Epiſcops Wl © 
Gregis, or Ruling Paſtors of - Single Con- WM a 


gregations , which are all true Presbyters. 
Thirdly, Epsſcops. Prefides ; which are the' 
Preſidents of the 'Presbyters in particular 
Churches : This is Mr. Baxter's Notion'of 
Biſhops : But others are not ofhis Mind, and 


\ will allow of but one kind of Biſhop, and 


{ſuch they make the Paſtor of every Gongre- 
g2tion, | | 

But chat both theſe Notions of Epiſcopacy 
are falſe, will appear ; For that Firſt, *twas an 
inviolable Rule inthe Primitive Church, that 
there muſt be but one Biſhop in a City, 
though *twere never ſo large ; for our Sa- 
viour having left no Rule about Limits, the 
Apoſtles follow'd the Form of the Empire, 
planting 


(21) 
planting in every City a complete and entire 
Church, whoſe Biſhop, asto his Power and 
Juriſdiftion , in Eccleſiaſtical Matters, re- 
{embled that of the Chief Magiſtrate-of the 
City ; the Presbyters , that of the Senates ; 
and the ſeveral Churches, the ſeveral Corpora- 
tions. So ſays Dr. Still. in his 2/chiefs of 
Separation, P. 237. and quotes Origen, c. Cel/. 
1.3.and Dr.Masrice 1n his Def. of Dioceſ. Epiſco- 
pacy, P. 377,06. afhtirms the ſame, and proves 
it at large, Andas far as the Territories of 
the City extended it ſelf, ſo far did the Dio- 
ceſs of.the Biſhop extend ; for the Church 
and the City had but one Territory. 

But though this be a thing agreed upon by 
moſt Learned Men of all Perſuafions, that 
there was. but ong Biſhop in a City in the 
Primitive Church ; yet becauſe ſome may be 
{o hardy as to deny this, I will appeal to the 
Practice of the African Church ; for which 
Mr. Baxter , Dr. Owen, and the reſt of the 
Diflenters, expreſs an etteem above all other 
Churches. *Twas an inviolable Rule among 
the Africay Churches, that there muſt be 
but one Biſhop ina City, though never fo 
large and. populous. See Cod. Eccl. Africe, 
c. 71. And at the famous Conference at Car- 
thage, between the. Catholick and Donatiſt 
Biſhops, by the Command of C NYE 
the 
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the Emperor , who was become Chriſtian, 
the Rule on both ſides agreed was, but One 
Biſhop in a City, or Diocels. See Conference 
of the Firſt Day. And if there cou'd have 
been more than one Biſhop in a City, the 
two great Schiſms of the Donatiſts in Africa, 
and the Novatianat Rome, might have been 
avoided ; but inſtead hereof, ſee how St: Cy« 
prian among others, aggravates the Schiſm 
of Novatius, for being choſen Biſhop in the 
ſame City where Cornelizs' was choſen be- 
fore ; For, ſays he,: ſince there cannot be a ſe- 


cond after the firſt, whoſoever is made Biſhop, 
where one is made already, is not another Bi= 


ſhop, but none at all, Cypr. Epiſt. 52. n. 4. 
And the ſame St, Cypreaz in his Epiſtle 55. 
n. 6.9. declares, That to hgve only one Biſhop 
in a City, was the beſt means to prevent 
Schiſm. See St. Cypr. de Unitate Eccleſ. 
n.'3, 4- And St. Auguſtize in his Epiltle 
162. to the ſame purpoſe. 

But now that 'ris ſo plainly prov'd that 
there was never allow'd but one Biſhop 
in a City 1n the Primitive Church, they have 
no way to reconcile this to their Hypotheſis, 
but by endeavouring to prove that either 
the Cities were very {mall in thoſe days, or 


elle the number of Chriſtians in them were - 


io few, as that they might all conyeniently 
: meet 


nect 
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neet in one Congregation, And this they 
re not fatisfhed to do in the ordinary Cities, 
which Mr. Clarkſon in his Book of Primitive 

piſcopacy affirms , were no larger than our 
rdinary Market-Towns in England. Bur 
ven in the very largeſt, and moſt populous 

ities, they will not allow that-there were 
more Chriſtians than cou'd conveniently 
neet together in one Church to ſerve God ; 
s 11 Rome, Alexandria, Conſtantinople, Car- 
hage, and the reſt : All which far exceeded 
any. now in the World, both for largeneſs 
and number of People. This ſeems to be 
ery ſtrange. Old Rome' was at that time 
a City ſo large and populous, that it excelPd 

ondon, AS 1t 15 at this day, asfar as London 
now does New Rome, and had. by Compu- 
ation at that time above 1000000 Inhabi- 
ants; as Dr. Maurice ſhows in his Defence of 
Dioceſan Epiſcopacy, p. 340. And ſeeins in- 
deed to be very probable, it one- conſiders 
thoſe vaſt and mighty. Pieces of Workman- 
ſhip, that appear to have been done there ;. 
the Ruins of which are to be ſeen at this -- 


day, as Dr. Burxet 10 his Travels tells us, who 
gathers from thence, That that City muſt 
have been vaſtly populots about that time. 
And it was in Avurelizs his days 5o Miles in 
Circumference, Dr. M, p.212. And yet will 

Mr. 


————— —— SS ———— 
—_— —_ % a - 


_ VUnchriſtian, Hereticks, Schiſmaticks, wy 


(24) 
Mr. Clarkſon allow no more Chriſtians in 
this great City than cou'd meet in one Cor 
gregation. So of Alexandria, which was.1 
Miles in Cizcumference, according to Pliny 


1. 5.9. and thereſt, all greater far than Loz lel 
don now is. But to ſerve their turn they C: 
will reduce them ali to the narrow limits offi t<c 
a ſingle Congregation, and by conſequence © 
give all the reſt to the Devil,by making them - 


*Tis {trange that Chriſtianity ſhou'd make 
no better a Progreſs, conſidering the large 
neſs of the Cities, and Multitude of People 
in them ; and conſidering the Care and In- 
duftry of the Apoſtles and Learned Fathers 
of thoſe Ages, and their extraordinary Gifts; 
that in {o large and populous a City as Rome, 
Chriſtianity ſhou'd gain no more Proſelytes 
in 300 Years, than cou'd meet all in one 
Church , notwithſtanding St. Pau! himſelf 
had Preach'd there for. many Years : The 
very Quakers in Lonaoz, which is not com- 
parable ro Old Rome, have made more Pro- 
ſelytes already, than the Apoſtles in much 
longer time ; for were all the Quakers in 
London aſlembled in* one Congregation, I 
doubt that never a Church in the Kingdom 
wou'd be found large enough to contain 
them. | 

But 
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But beſides, if the number of Chriſtians 
were ſo few as theſe Diflenters wou'd make 
them, how was it poſlible for them to poſſeſs 
themſelves of the whole Roman Empire in 
leſs than 300 Years? They had no Intereſt at 
Court nor in the Army ; but were perſecu- 
ted by the Emperors all that time, unleſs in 
two Reigns ; {o that there can be no other 
Human Cauſe affign'd for it , but their great 
Numbers. | 

But farther tis plain that there were ſome 
great Cities entirely Chriſtian from the Apo- 
{tles days,as Ceſaria,and Lyada, AtFs 9.3 5. and 
others. So that in the firſt 300 Years, whole 
Cities and Countries being become Chriſtian, 
as Euſebius affirms, Prep.Evang. |.1. p.12,13: 
'twas impoſffible for a ſingle Congregation 
to contain: a quarter of the Chriſtians of a 
City, much leſs of a whole Dioceſs ; For 
beſides the large and populous City, every 
Biſhop had a Territory within his Dioceſs, 
which extended it felf tor ſeveral Miles round 
the City. For every City had a large Ter- 
ritory, as it were a County round about 1t, 
which was under the Juriſditipn of the Civil 
Magiſtrate, who govern'd the City, and as 
fir as the Juriſdiction of the Magiſtrate 
reach'd in Civil Matters, ſo far did the Ju- 
riſdiction of” the . Biſhop reach in eg 

| | [t4Ca 
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ſtical Matters. See Can. Apoſtolic. 34. by 


which a Biſhop is forbid to do any thing 
' without the conſent of his Metropolitan or 


Archbiſhop, but what relates to his own 
Dioceſs, and the Territories under it ; And 
ſee Can. Antioch 9. & 10. 3 

But that the Biſhops Territories and Jari 
dition extended far beyond the. Walls or 
Bounds of the City. is moſt evident ; for 
T heodoret, who was Biſhop of Cyrus, hada 
Dioceſs 40 Miles ſquare, and yet he reckon'd 
his Epiſcopacy of Divine Inſtitution. See 
his Epift. 42. And he had within his Dioceſs 
800 Pariſh Churches, as appears by his 
Epiſt. 113. to Leo. This is an Inſtance fo 
clear againſt our Diſſenters, that Mr. Baxter, 
and Mr. Clarkſon, and the reſt, have no way 
to Anſwer it,. but firſt that it came from the 


Vatican Library ; which ObjeCtion is. fully 
removed by Dr. Stillingfleet in his Miſchief of 
Separation, P. 256. and by Dr. Maur. Def. of 


Dioc. Epiſc. p.395. and this Epiſt. of Theod. 
prov'd to be his own, by comparing it with 
his other Writings ; and allo by the clear 
Teſtimony of Liberatus, who infallibly knew 


T heodoret*s Stile and Writings. Neither does: 


it follow, that becauſe it came from the Las 
tican Library, therefore it mult not be Aus 
theatick : But when People are Drowning, 
| rather 
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* Church of Carthage in Africk , in St. Cypri- 
| C. ; 


& & FR. 
rather than fink: they will catch hold of 4 
Bull-ruſh;  * * | 

The other Exception = take to this 
Teſtimony of Theodoret is, That he was not 
Biſhop of a ſingle  Dioceſs, but of a Pro- 
vince ; and that Theodore: was an-Archs- 
biſhop: but that Cyprus, of which he was 
then Biſhop, was no Metropolis at that time, 
_ T heddoret CI of a RON 4. =_ | 
under a Metropolitan, appears by his 16 Ep. 
and by-his'$ t, $2, 34, NE ad'C6x; Alex- 
#nder was then his Metropolitan, : 

But Theodoret was not the only. . Biſhop 
that had ſuch a large Dioceſs ; for St. Chry- 
ſoſtom had one full -as large, and which con- 
tained as many Pariſhes ; he was Biſhop of 
Conſtautinople,' and all the Territories there- 
to belonging, and did not think 1t. in his 
Conſcience too large; for if he did, { good 
a Man as he, would either have divided or 
quitred it. And Athanaſius was Biſhop of 
Alexanaria and the Territories belong to it ; 
for he ſays, Ap. p: 581, 802. Maoretis 15a Re- 
gion belonging ro Alexandria, and all the 
Churches there are immediately fabjeft to 
the Biſhop of Alexandrig. - 

But becauſe. Dr. Owen, Mr. Baxter, Mr. 
Cottox and the reſt, have made choice of the 
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4's. time, to make their appeals-to.; Dr, 
Stilling fleet, to avoid all Cavils, (as he tells 
us). has choſen that very Church.to be deci- 
ded . by , as to the Epiſcopal - Goverament 
now in diſpute betweenrus. And therefore, 
firſt he proves that there-were a great num- 
ber of Presbyters, belonging. to the Church 
of Carthage at that time ; and therefore ndt 
likely to be one fingle Congregation, - And 
this be proves, out of St. Cyprian's own _ 


ftles_ in his Baniſhment. Particularly in 


5th. Book, Ep. 28. he complains, that a 
great number of his Clergy were abſent, 


and the-few that remain'd, were hardly ſut- 


ficient for their Work. | py 
And that theſe Presbyters, and the whole 

Church were under the particular care and, 

government of St. Cyprian, as their Biſhop, 


- appears by his own words, Lib. 3. Ep. 10, 


and 12. to the People of Carthage ; he com- 
plains to them of his Presbyters, that they 
did not reſerve to their Biſhop that honour 
due to his place ; for that they received Pe= 
aitents to Communion, without- TImpoſition 
of Hands by the Biſhop, &c. And in. his 


Epift. 28. he threatens to Excommunicate 


thoſe Presbyters that ſhould do ſo for the 
future. And all the other Biſhops gave their 
approbation to St. Cypriax for 1{o. doing. 

_— - And 
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And the ſame St. Cyprian in his 3 Book; ES. 
65. tells them-that a Biſhop in the Church 
is in the place of 'Chrift / and that Diſobe- 
dieace to him is the occalion of Schiſms and 
Diſorders. See more fully concerning 'this 
matter,” in:Dr, Stillinpfleet's Miſchiefs of Se- 
paration, -Þ. 228, 229. &c. And now ſince 
Dr. Owen, Mr, Baxter and the reſt; have 
agreed to appeal to the Church of Carthage, 
we muſt ſuppoſe they allow no Deviations 
in that Church, (fromthe 'Primitive* Irfftitu- 
$00, and what that was then; any one' may 
JUAgE, F ) BAKED)? BY (11 "Eo 
\ AndiS. Auguſtine” was'''inother Biſhop 
in the *Africes Church's be-was Biſhop 
of Hippo':Regia,' the Diocels of which” ex- 
tended at Jeaft Forty 'Miles, 'as appears'by 
St. Auguſtine's own Epiſt,” 462. a $1 
'Tis true, the 4fricax Church came .moſt 
near the Congregational way of any. other, 
the Diocels being fmaller by reaſon” of the 
many_ SeQaries there; the Donates, and 
many others : And that's the Reaſon, Mr. 
Baxter and the reſt expreſs ſo great an Eſteem 
for it. } But that their Biſhopricks were much 
too large, to ſerve either the Presbyrerians 'or 
Independents turn ; and, that they never al- 
lowed more than one Biſhop in the lar- 
geſt Cities, ſufficiently -appears-by what has 
CP p< "— 


 theCity, as well 4n. the African Churches 
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been ſaid. And in the: Africa Code, thete 
is a Canon that ſays expreſly; no Biſhop 
ſhall leave his Cathedral Church, - and go to 
any other Church in his Dioceſs to refide 
there, - See Codex Ecel. Africe c. 71+ Which 
ſhows that the Biſhops Territories and Jus 
riſdjction extended into diſtant Places from” 


as 1 9thers. 
E ſhall only add to this, that Ca/uin look'd A 
upon. it as a Thing \out of diſpute among WW. 
Learned Men, that a- Church did - not onl 0 
take in the Chri/tians ofa City in the Primr- V 
tive Times, but, of the adjacent” Country WW 1 
alſd. Ste Caln. Inftit, I. 4.c..4. 2. 7 
But though there- were never more 'than i 3 
.one Biſhop 1n aCity,in the Primitive Church, of 
& | * yet ſorhe Biſhops have had i 
Two or more Cities 1n their , 

| | Dioceſs. Timothy was Biſhop Ill , 
of. Farmiſſus and Endocias ; Athanaſius was 
Biſhop of Divelcus and Sozopolis. And there ll : 
have been ſome Biſhopricks that have had 
no City at all in them, but only Villages, 
for there were ſome Countries that had no Wd 
. Cities in them; ſo have we at this Day, 
Biſhops in Ireland and Wales that have nv 
Cities in their Dioceſs : But it cannot be 
prov'd .that the Juriſdiction of the Biſhop, 
| and 


| * V,, Cone. Epb. 
Part 2. A. 1. 
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and the extent of his Dioceſs was confin'd 
to any ſingle Village. So far from that, 
that by the Canon of Sardica VL. all the 
Biſhops Aſſembled at Sardics agree, That it 
ſhall by no means be lawful to Ordain any 
Biſhops in T_ or {mall Cities, thar the 
Dignity of a Biſhop may not be contemp- 
Wl tible from the meanneſs off the Place. | 
F But, ſays Mr. Clarkſon and the reft, The 
>» Wl Apoſtles Ordain'd Elders in every Church, 
S WW and then Mr. Clarkſon names the places, 
) W to wit, Antioch, Tconium, Lyſtra,. and. other 
Villages: and theſe Elders or Presbyters 
Y i they will have Biſhops. But firſt, I fay, 
That during the Apoſtle's days, - the names 
Biſhop and Presbyter were commoaly uſed, 
the one for the other ; (but not after, as 
ſhall be - ſhow*d | hereafrer) and therefore 
thele Elders, or Presbyters here ſpoken of 
may be as. well taken for ordinary Predhy- + * 
ters or Prieſts, as for Biſhops, But allow- \ 
iag theſe Presbyters were Biſhops, what | 
advantage will it be to them? for firſt, it 
does not appear, that the Apoſtles confin'd 
their Authority to thoſe places, but the con- 
trary 1s evident ; and unleſs' they can.prove 
this, 1t will not ferve their turn, But, Se- 
condly, theſe Cities over. which the Apo-- 
{les appointed Elders, were large Citiesat 
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that time, by much. too great to come toge: 
ther in one Congregation. conium was then 
a Metropolitan,.. and - had many 'other Citits 
under it. And the reft were all large Cities, 

But before I conclude -this- point I muſt 
make one Obſervation, and that is, That 
Mr: Clarkſon, to prove that a Biſhop of 
a City had no more but. -one Congregs 
tion , undertakes to ſhew how ſmall ſome 
Cities were 5 but *tis remarkable he quote 
for his Authority ſome Author who fea 
of them long before, there were any Bb 
ſhops; and becauſe they might have been 
fmall places theo, will needs have them-to 
be ſo in. the days of the Apoſtles, which 
1s very ridiculous ; for under the Roman 
Emperours, both the - Roman and the Grect- 
 « Cities were at- their. height, and did ve- 
ry mych ſurpaſs both for their magniticency 
and number of people, any that have been 
before or fince ; nor is this to be wonder'd 
at, fince our Cities do now ſtand upon much 
barrower Foundations as to their conſtituti- 
on ; our Cities. have ſeldong any  Libertics 
half a mile beyond their Walls; and are ge- 
nerally buy an Aflembly of - Trades-men: 
whereas the Roman Cities had each a Ter- 
ritory, AS it- were a County belonging to 
it, which was under the jurisdition _— the 
, : ity 
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City Magiſtrate ; and the Citizens were the 
Lords of the adjacent Country. 

I have now ſhew'd that the Government 
of the Church by. Dioceſan Biſhops, .is agree- 
able'to the practice of the beſt: and pureſt 
Ages of the Church, and to the Judgment 

of the wiſeſt and holieſt Fathers of it. And 
chit their Power and Jurisdi&ion was as 
abſolute , and .extended as far, or farther 
than any Biſhops this day -in England: -1 
ſhall ſhew hereafter that Epiſcopal Govern- _ 
ment,- as now ſettled in Exgland, has been, 
and is at this day, cnades and ap- 
proved of by all the moſt Eqinent Diyines 
beyond Seas. 

Perhaps ſome may ay y, if the Govern- 
ment of the Church by Dioceſan Biſhops, 
he ſo agreeable to that of- the Primitive 
Church ; and approved of by other zeform'd 
Churches, as we pretend it is ; how' comes 
it that they all did not follow the pattern of 
England, and become all Dioceſan Churches? * 
' T anſwer, They may as well ask us, Why all 
the Nations of the World that were ſubje& 
to the Rowan Emperors, did not upon. the 
decay of the Roman Empire, when they re- 
ſum'd their guſt Rights of Government to * 
themſelves,become all Monarchies, according 
ro the Pattern of —_— Some Nations 
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beſides Exgland, Ireland and Scotland, did 
aſſume Epiſcopal Government ; as Denmark, 
Sweden, &c. but perhaps it was not conſiſtent 
with the preſeat Circumſtances, or Politick 
Conſtitution of all places at the time of the 
Reformation, to. ſet up Epiſcopal Governs 
meant, as.indeed it was not. And therefore 

 fince neither Epiſcopal, nar any ather parti- 
cular kind of Governmeat is ſo eſſential to a 
Church, as that a true -Church may not be 
withour it in caſe of indiſpenſible Neceſlity; 
they put themſclves ſome under one Form of 
Government, ſome under another , as was 
moſt agreeable to their preſent conſtitution ; 
but with this Caution every where, That all 
Proteſtants of every whole Church, be the 

Goverament what it wall, ſhould be oblig'd 
to Conform to. the Eftabliſh'd. Church in 
which they liv'd : For though every Natia» 


nal or.whole Church had a ower to chuſe. 
what kind of Government they pleaſed for . 


themſelves, yet *twas neverallow'd that par- 
ticular ſcrupulous People among themſe]}ves, 


had Power to do ſo too ; This Power of ſfub- 


dividing was -never pretended to, nor Pra- 
Rtis'd in'any other Nation [ince the Reforma- 
tion, but in England. S9 that though they 
do all allow the Antiquity anPUſRfulneſs of 
Epiſcopal Government ; yet ftace.”'tis not 
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Eſſential to a true Church no more than that 
of the Presbyterian or Independent , nor con- 
ent Wl yenient at this time for all places, ſome may 
ick Wl refuſe it ; and yet it does notfollow that we 
ne Wl in Exgland ſhould do fo, fince*tis convenient 
'n- Wl for us, and more agreeable to the Laws and 
re WM Conſtitution of theſe Kingdoms, and comes 
ti- WI by much nearer the Praftice of the Primitive 
2 Wl Churches, than any other whatſoever. 
be But they ſay, we make Epiſcopal Gavern- 
7.5 Wl ment Eſſential to a true Church, for that we 
of Wl will ſuffer none to execute the Office of a Mi- 
1s WM niſter here in. Exg/exd, unleſs they be or- 
; WW dain'd by a Biſhop. - To this T anſwer, 'Tis 
1 WH plain, we do not make Epiſcopal Govern- 
e MW meat Eflential to a true Church ; For ,we al- 
1 WW low all the Reform'd Churches to be truc 
1 Churches ; and Communicate with them, 
and yet ſome of them have no- Dioceſan. Bi- 
ſhops. ? Tis true, by the Laws of this Chutch 
and Nation, none are to be admitted to exe- 
cute the Office of a Miniſter in any Cathedral - 
or Pariſh Church or Chapel, nor to hold any 
Eccleſiaſtical Benefice within theſeKingdoms, 
but ſuch as are willing to ſubmit to the Orders 
and Government of this Church, and the 
Laws of the Land : And therefore fince bath 
the Laws of this Church and Nation do re- 
quire that all Miniſters who defire to f{erve 
I in 
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in this: Church, ſhall declare publickly that 
they aſſent to and approve of our Form'd 
Worſhip, &c. and are willing to uſe the ſam 
as the Church appoints, and that they ſhall 
receive. their Ordination, and Licence to ext 
cute their Office from the Biſhops ; ?Tis but 
reaſonable that ſuch-as want theſe Qualifics- 


* The Church of England 
does not ſay abſolutely that 


all thoſe Miniſters who want 


Epiſcopal Ordination are n9 
true Miniſters 5 but only that 
none ſhall be accounted a law- 
ful Biſhop, Prieſt, or\Deacon, 
ſo as to execute-their Fun- 
Aim in the Church of Eng- 
land, wnleſs they be once Or- 
dain'd by a Biſhop; as zppears 
by the Preface to the Ordi- 
nation. | 


tions, _— be refus'd 
the Li of executing 
CO Reg theſeKing- 
doms. * But-the reaſon 
we refuſe them is not 
much becauſe that Pres 
byterian Ordination does 
not make them. vrue 
Miniſters, according t0 
God's Law ; (as though 


-noin{tance can be given 
- of Ordination, withouta Biſhop in Scripture 
or Antiquity ; but all to the contrary) becauſe 
they ſ{tubbornly refuſe to ſubmit to our Laws 
and Conſtitutions, and contemn the lawful 
Authority ender which God has plac'd them, 
2nd commanded them that they ſbould obey. 
And this is evident from the Statute of 
14 Car. 2. In which there is a particular 
Praviio, That all Miniſters of Foreign 're- 
torm'd Churches, ' who'come into- this King- 
dom by the King's Permiſſion, are to be ex- 

| cepted 
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cepted out of, and excus'd from the Penalties 
of that Act. And this Cuſtom of requiring 
Conformity, and Subſcriptions from all who - 
defire to be admitted to the Office of the Mi- 
niftry, is agreeable to the Pratice of every / 
ſettled Church that. has been: ever ſince 
Chriſt's days ; as will appear hereafter. 

_ 3d. OE againſt the Conſtitu- 
tion of : our Church 1s, b, 
That our * National Fed... aro ow 
Church, 'which we call Churches of ſuch Nations 
The Charch.of England, - 
has no. Foundation, and their 5 
wants Diſcipline ; All be- 
ing incroach'd and ſwal- - 
low'd up in the Biſhops ; and the:Paſtors of 
every Pariſh, whoought to have full Power to 
execute every part of it,are depriv?*d thereof. 

But this 1s falſe 3 for the Presbyters in our 
Church, have as/great Power in Ecclefiaſti- 
cal Matters, as ever they had inthe Primi- 
tive Church. "What Power are they depriv'd 
of by the Biſhops that they had then? By the 
Laws of our Church, no Rules of Diſcipline, 
no Articles of DoQtcine, no Form of Workhip 
caa be introduc'd by the Biſhops, or impos'd 
upon any; without the'conſent of the whole 
Presbytery of the: Nation in Convocation , 
who appear either in Perfon or by mu | 
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'The only Authoriry that the Biſhops of 
the Church of Exglazd have above the Pres 
byters is, Goverament, Ordination', ani 
Cenſures ; which were all appropriated to 
the Apoſtles, and Biſhops inthe Primitive 
Church : St. Cypriax aſſures us it was fo in 
the African Church, in bis Third Book, 
Ep. 10. & 12. 28.279. And ſo it wasin 
St. Auguſtine's Time. ' See Cod, Eccl. Afr. 
C. 6, 7, 9, Oc. | 

But, ſay they, the Power of Ordination' 
is taken away from- the Presbyters,, and 
lodg*d folely, in the Biſhops ; and *tis plain 
(ay they) 1n the Apoſtles days the Presby- 
rers did Ordain ; for Timothy was ordain 
by laying on the hands of the Presbytery, 
1 Tm. 4.14. But Dr. Hammond in his Pa- 
raphraſe on this Text ſays, That theſe Pres- 
byters here ſpoken of, who ordain'd Timothy, 
were Apoſtles ; That Timothy was ordain'd 
by St. Paul is moſt evident ; for St.Paal in his 
Second Epiſtle to Trmothy,ch.1.v.6;fays, I put 
thee in mind, that thou ſtir up the gift of God 
which ts in thee, by the laying on of my hanas. 
And the Apoſtles might then have been hke+ 
ly- enough call'd Presbyrers ; for that during 
che Apoſtles time, Biſhops and Presbyters ' 
were the fame, and fometimes us'd the one' 
for the other ; as appears plainly by compa- 

ring 


(39) 
ing 1 7m. 4. 14; with 2 Tim, 1.6. In the 

ormer Verſe, St. Paul bids Timothy Neglet# 
xt the gift that is in him, by laying on the 
lands of the Presbyters ; And in'the latter, he 


Oo: ids him, Stir up the gift of God which is in 
) in 80%, *7 the laying on of my hands. 

ok, M- for while the Apoltles liv'd, they, manag'd 
- in 81< Affairs of Government in the Church 
”% hemſelves, and therefore there were few or 


o Biſhops in their days; but as they with- 
jrew, they committed the-Care and Govern- 


ad | nent of, Churches to fluch Perſons as they 
in Wppointed thereto, of which we- have an 


ancontroulable Evidence in Timothy and Ti- 
tus: So that although the Apoſtles left no 
Succeſſors in Eodems grads, as to thoſe things 
3. MWthat were extraordinary in them, as the In- 
fallibility of their DoQtrine, and the writing 
New Goſpels, the Extent of their Power,&c. 


; yet to other parts of their A poſtolick Office, 
s WW eicy had Succeſlors, as in Teaching and Go- 
+ WW verniag, and ſuch like things that were not- 
1 WK extraordinary. Which Power of Governing, 
. MW Ocdaining, &c. being gwen to fuch particu- 


WF lar Presbyters as the Apoſtles thought fit for 
Wit, was properly the Epiſcopal Power : And 
. WO thus theſe who were but Presbyters in the 


Apoſtles days, by the acceflion of this go- 
verning and ordaining Power, became Biſhops 
<a after 
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* after their Deceaſe or Departure. And: thuy 
will all. thoſe ſeeming Differences between 
the words Presbyter and Biſbep, ſpoken' of"ig 
Antiquity, be reconcil'd. - And herewith: 
grees the. Opinion. of Archbiſhop Whitgift 
and Biſhop Bilſon, and Dr. Stillingfleet in hi 
Miſchiefs of Separation', p.270.. and many 
others. See King Cheres I: his Debates #s 
bout Epiſcopacy, 'MOTE fully concerning Tn 
Matter, TH 16410. ON 
But 'tis plain, that fiace the Apoſtles days, 
Presbyters, were not Biſhops, 'but a diftin 
Order from. them : And this is agreed by 
moſt Ancient - and . Modern Writers. See 
among others, Jgnatimns his Epiſtle ad Trek. 
where he ſays, That. without Biſhops, Prieſts, 
and Deacons, it cannot be call'd a- Church, 
And Aerizs who declar'd, that there was no 
 Uiflerence between a Biſhop and a Presbyter, 
was repreſented by "Epiphanins as a Prodigy 
and his opinion Madnels. See Epriph. Hler,7 4; 
n. 1. 3. So 1/chyres pretended to be a Pres 
byter , becauſe Coluthus had ordain'd him; 
but Athanaſius repreſents it as a Monſter, 
that one ſhou'd eſteem himſelf. a Presbyrer, 
who was ordain'd by one: who -died himſelf 
a Presbyter. See Dr. Marr. Defence of Div 
ceſan Epiſcopacy, p. 451. And 1n the Primi- 
tive Church, if a Biſhop himſelf did Ordaia 
Ws, \ any 
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any one againſt' the Canons and” Eftabliſh'd 
Diſcipline of-che Church, they did-nor ſick 
at declaring ſuch Ordination void ,- and-in 
ſome Caſes to re-ordain,. :See. Cav. icen. 9, 
10. 16, 19.) .and-Car.. Antioch. 73.10, &c. 
What Sentence- {hall we. think then they 
wou'd haye pronounc%d; againſt our Presby- 
terian Ordination, as" prattis'd. here in Exg- 
land, contrary both'\ta; the Canons of the * 
Church, and the Laws of the Land too. 

But belides all this, -the Plea. which our 
Diſſenters make for Separation upon this ac- 
count, that the Presbyters are totally depriv'd 
of their Power of Ordaining,, is, falſe'; For 
by the Canons of the Church of England, 
Four Pregbyters are tO affiſt. -the Biſhop in 
giving Orders. , and after Examination, to 
joyn 1n laying on of, hands gn-the Perſon or- 
dain'd. SeeCar. 31.and 35. 
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But another: Objection which they-make 
to the Church of Exglend, for.want of DilCi 
pline is, for that the Power -of Excommuni- 
cating Notorious Offenders , is taken away 
from the Parochial Miniſter, and lodg'd only 
in the Bifhop.. But fure they who make this 
Objetction,never read the 26th. Canon, which 
is one of them acknowledg'd-:to be the Au- 
| thentick Church Canons : For that Canon 
; WI fays exprefly, That no Miniſter (hall admir 


any 
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_ any of his Flock to the Lord's Supper, wh 
is known to be.guilty of any Scandalous Sin, 
vatil he hath .openly declar'd that he has 
truly repented. -And in caſe the Offender 
continue obſtinate, he muſt give an account 
to the Ordnary within 14 Days, who is then 
to proceed to greater-Excommunication, fot 
the other is call'd a Penitential Excommu* 
nication. So then it ſeems the Paſtors are 
not totally depriv'd of the Power of cenſis 
ring for Scandalous .offences 4 nay , they of 
have a greater and more abſolure Power, 
than is allow'd them in many other Reform'd Wl ar 
Churches ; for indeed, the exerciſe of Diſci- Iſl of 
pline is a Work of ſo much Prudence and I lo 
Difficulty, that the greateſt Zealots for it, Wl to 
have not thoughr fit to truſt jt in the Hands il C 
of every Parochial Miniſter , and his particus WW th 
lar Congregation. ' Calvin himfelf fays, to I Pc 
do ſo, 1s contrary to the 'Apoſtolick Pra- IF it 
ice. See Catv. Ep. 136. And Beza, ſpeak Wl pl 
ing of the Diſcipline of Geneva, in his Ep.20. W ar 
ſays, The Parochiat Miniſters proceed no I P: 
farther than Admonition., but in caſe of Il tt 
Contumacy, they certifie the Presbytery of I tc 
the City, who fit at certain times to hear all I at 
Cenſuresrelating'to Diſcipline. Fc 
But allowing a Church wants' true Difci- II tt 
pline, does it therefore loſe its Being, or ju- 
| | | itihe * 
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ſtify Separation? No ſure, if fo, ther 
were few | Presbyterian Churches to be 
found in the late times, many of them ha- 
ving no- Diſcipline at all among them for 
many years, nor fo much as the Lord's Sup- . 
per adminiſtred in ſome parts of this King» | 
dom for ten or a-dozen years together. 
But now we come to the 4th. 'ObjeQion as 
gainſt the Conſtitution of our, Church, which 
15, That the People are depriv'd of their right 

of chooſing their own Miniſters; - * : 
Pray let me ask them how this Original 
and inherent Right (as Mr. Bgxter calls it) 
of chooſing their own Miniſters, came to be 
lodg'd in the People? Was there not a Church 
to be form'd in the beginoing ? Did not 
Chrift appoint Apoſtles, and give them Au- 
thority for that end ?' Where was the Church 
Power then: lodg'd? Was it not 1a the Apo+ 
ſtles? Did not they in all places as they 
planted Churches, appoint Officers\to teach 
and govern'them?- And were not then the 
Paſtors inveſted-with a' Power ſvperior to 
that of the People ?:. How -came they' then 
to loſe 1t, or how came the People to pretend 
an original ' Right  therezo-? '. Beſides, How 
cou'd the People :make choice of Men for 
their fitneſs and abilities, when at that time 
D | ther 
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their abilities depended ſo much on the A+ 
poſtles laying on of their hands, for then 
the Holy. Ghoſt was given to! them. It 
ſeems then that this original and inherent 
Right -was not in the People in the Apo- 
ſtles days, -nor in the frſt - Ages of the 
Church, for if it had, 'St. Clement, St. Cys 
prian, St. Chryſoſtom, &c. could not have 
been ignorant of it ; St. Clement fays' in his 
Ep. 54» 55, 56, 57. (the Apoſtles thought 
fit to reſerve this Power of appointing Ot- 
ficers in the Church to themſelves, to pre- 
vent the Contentions that might happen a 
bout it : And that all the People had to do, 
was to give te{timony of the Perſon choſen j) 
And to that end, *tis true, the People. were 
to- be preſent at the nomination of a new 
' Biſhop ; for ſince, they were to be Men 
blameleſs and of good report ; *twas but 
fit that the People that beit knew his Lite 
and \Converſation, ſhould be preſent to te 
ſky the fame. And herewith agrees St. 
Cyprian Ep. 68. (whom Mr. Baxter vou- 
ches for the contrary) lays he, (The Biſhop 
{hou'd be choſen in-the preſence of the Peo 
ple, that by their preſence their Faults may 
be publiſh'd, or their good AQtions come 
mended,) but fays not a word of the —_ 

ower 
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Power of EleQting him. AB our Ordi | 
As to the EleCtions of ma an hep 
Deacons, ' 'tis to-be nos ' demanded of rhe Biſhop, whe- 
od that 'rwas properly 292 1197 
ay rr mar which to be mined See cheForm 
th a art were ination in t 
mudooes of the\Com- &* Copunen Frayer, 
mon Stock ; and therefore.'twas but reaſon- 
able the Commutiity ſhould be fatisfied 'in 
the choice -of rr, St. Chryſoſtom-in his 
Book ae 8Saterdotio,' complains much of+ the 
, unfitnels of 'the. People to judge in ſuch mat- 
ters, So does St: Auguſtine Ep. 110. 1 
And indeed, were there no other Reaſons 
againſt: the Peoples chooſing their own \Mi- 
niſters, but the maſchiefs that would i1necefs 
farily attend i it, *tewere-{ufficient ; for: when 
ever "the People aſſum'd this Power of choo- 
ſing, it caus'd* ſo great Diſturbances in the 
Church, that at "A4»tioch the Diviſions*of 
the People about” 'the choice of a Biſhop, 
in the time of Conftantine, had kindled ſuch 
MH = Flame, ashad almoſt deſtroy'd both Church 
WW and City. The like at Rowerupon the. choice 
= of Damuſcis.” And if the People have the 
Power of chooſing their ewa Miniſters, what 
ſhou'd hinder but there may be a Preshyteri- 
an, Independant, Anabaptiſt,, Quaker and _ 
Papiſt teacher all in one Fit, and ſo this 
— would 
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would ſet open a door to infinite Diviſi: 
ons. 

And therefore to avoid the great Evils, and 
inconveniences bf popular EleQtions , the 
Power of chooſing their own Minifters was 
taken away from the People by ſeveral 


Councils, as 12. and 13.'Carn: Conc. Laodis + 
cea, Conc. Antioch. c. 18. &c, Conc. 24; 


of Nice. c. 3. 

- The Reaſon that firſt gave Lay-men a title 
to the nomination of Miniſters, was when 
Chriſtian Princes and others, had given large 
Endowments to the Church, *rwas thought 
but juſt that they ſhould have the nomi- 
nation of the ' Miniſters for thoſe Churches 


that they had built and ingow'd. And: this 


was a Prerogative 'in the Kings of England 
ever ſince the firſt foundation of a Chriſtian 
Church here, and long before any freedom 
of ' Eletions was pretcnded to. See Stat. 
25. Edp. ;.and the Caſe of the King's Ec- 


- Clefiaſtical Power in Lord Cook's 8th. Rep. 


and the Caſe of. Premwunire in Sir Johs 
Devenant's Reports, Caſe #lt. And this title 
of Patronage has been confirmed -to Lay» 
men. by ſeveral Councils, as xff. Coanx. of 
Orange, Anno Dom. 441. 24. Connc. of 4r- 
{er Anno 458 2. 9th; Counc, of Foleao, &c. 


And 
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And this Right of preſentation is'not on-: 
ly u&d in Exgland, but in other reform'd-. 
Churches : In Dexmark ' the Archbiſhops, 
and Biſhops are appointed by the King, fo 
they are in Swedeland. So in other Luthe- 
ran Churches, the Superintendants are /ap- 
pointed by the ſeveral Princes, and the Pa- 
trons preſent before Ordination. The Sy- 
nod of Dore hath a Se/vo for the right. of 
Patronage. In France, the Miniſtet are 
choſen by Miniſters; at Geneve by the Coun- 
cil of State ;' who have Power likewiſe to 
depoſe them. And Bezs in his Ep., 83. de» 
clares againſt the Peoples chooſing their Mi» 
niſters as a thing without any ground: in 
Scripture. , Grotins Ep. ad Baatflaer' Ep. 62, 
?. 21. agrees herein. How comes then our 
Exgliſb Diſſenters to make (this a ground 
of Separation, to wit, The depriving the- 
People of their Right bf chooſing their own 
Miniſters, when ?ris evident they never had 
any ſuch Right, but when they got it by U- 
ſurpation ; And 'tis contrary. to the gene- 
ral praQtice of the Church mn all Ages, and 
even to the. practice of qther reform'd 
Churches at this day. 

But befides the unwarrantablenets of . the 
Peoples chooſing their "Miniſters, and: the 
great miſchiefs that attend it, by making the 

| D 3 ' People 
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People run into Divifions and FaCtions ; *tis 


_ a thing very unreaſonable 1a it ſelf thay 


ſuch-an ignorant, proud , unpeaceable fſott 
of People, as Mr. Baxter himſelf confeſſes in 
his $acrilegie Diſſert. p. 102. &c. the ors 
dinary ſort of Chriftians to' be, ſhould be 
made judges of their Minifters abilities, and 
ſoundneſs of Doctrines; who are molt apt 
to revile the beſt and 'griveſt Miniſters, as 


the ſame Mr. Baxter fays himfelf in-his Care 


of Divif. p. 393. Sure *tis more likely that 
the King and Parliament and the Governours 
of the Church' ſhou'd provide able 'and- fit 
Miniſters for us, than ſuch fort of People 
as theſe ; unleſs any will be {o- ridicylous 
as to ſuppoſe that the I and Clers 
gy are'all bad men, and t 


tue.- w, 
They may ſay 'tis as unreaſonable: on the 
other hand, that all the People of a Pariſh 
ſhou'd be' oblig'd to take a Miniſter put n+ 
to the Cure by {ome young, raw, extravas 
gant Heir that had the good Fortune to be 
born to an Eſtate, to which the Advowſon 
did belong, but perhaps is as ignorant, and 


unfit to judge of the abilities of a Miniſter" 


as the meanelt in the Pariſh. 'To this I ans 
iwer, Thar though ſuch ignorant Perſons 
| ' may 


he ignorant .coms 
mon People the; only incouragers of *Ver+ 
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may ſometimes have the right of Preſenta- 
tion, yet they have not the Power of putting 
into the Cure. any Maniſter they pleaſe, for- 
the Patron has only the right of preſenting 
his Clerk, who muſt be admitted and 
inſtixuted by the Biſhop, before the Cure is 
{aid to be full, and if the Biſhop with the 
reſt of his Clergy , after examination had; 
&c. do think him+any way unqualified for 
the Cure - of Souls, he may reje& him, 
and put the Patron to preſent another qua- 
lify'd for the Office ; which if he neglet to | 
do within fix Months from the time the 
Church became void, he ſhall loſe his pre- 
{entation for that turn, and the Biſhop ſhall 
preſent. So that the Patron, it ſeems can- 
not put whom he will on the People for 
their Paſtor, but is bound+to find-Perſonan 
idoneam, a fit Perſon. 
| And now before we paſs from this mat- 
|W ter, let us ſee whegher the Civil Magiſtrate 
WW his Power to ſilence}, Miniſters or ' not. 
| Doubtleſs he has, otherwiſe *tis 'impoſlible 
| that any Kingdom-ſhould be fafe ; for ſince 
the generality of the. People-are ſo apt to 

be led by their Spiritual Guides, and take 

their Notions of Loyalty ''and” Obedience 
- from them, tis ſtrange to: imagine that Mi- 
nilters ſhall be allow'd to: Preacty up Sedi- 
oY tion, 
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tion, Hereſy, or what Doctrine they leafs 
and it ſhall nor be in the Power of Hh. Ma- 
viftrate to ſilence them. 

But ſay our Diſſenters, we are call'd to 
the Office of the Miniſtry by God Almigh- 
ty, and have received our Commaiffion x0 
Preaca the Goſpel from -him 5 and: there- 
fore muſt not negleCt to diſcharge our Duty 
in Obedience to any Power upon Earth, 
for we mult obey God rather than man. 

But firſt, I we they will grant that when 
God Almighty gave them this Commiſſion, 
he did not limi: 1t to any certain -place, but 
'twas general to Preach the Word to all Nati 
Ons, {ſo that in obedience ta God's Command, 
doubtleſs they onght ro go'and Preach in 
thoſe Countries where their Preaching 15 moſt 
wanted, and will do God moſt fervice. There 
are many Countries in the World that know 
notking of Chriſtianity, and many: that do, 
have not able Miriſtexs enough + to ferve 
their-turn ; fure' theſe Men that think them- 
{clves bound in Conſcience to'Preach, wou'd 
much better diſcharge their Conſciences by. 
- going. into thoſe Countries, and Preaching 
r0 thoſe poor Peaple that are-1n fo great want 
of it: Chriſt ſent his Diſciples to Preach tothe 
toft Sheep of rhe'Houle df 1/raef. The Apo- 
frles who doubtleſs had as univerſal a Com» 
miſſion 


(51) 


mifion to Preach, they never went to abide 
in thoſe Cities or Places where ſound Teach- 
ers. were ſettled before, but they 'choſe to 
g0 into. thoſe parts where Chriſtianity was 
leaſt known, - and their Preaching would do 
moſt good. / Why will not our Non-confor- 
miſt Miniſters foliow their example ? Several 
of our foreign Plantations want able Mini- 
ſters among them, they want Univerſities 
and famous Schools to breed them in, and 
therefore. muſt needs. be ' but poprly fſup- 
plied. . If they would leave this Nation, and - 
go and Preach there, *twould convince the 
World that they deſign'd nothing but God's 
Glory and the diſcharge of their own Con- 
ſciences in' deſiring to Preach 3; but fince 
they do not, 'tis evident whatever their pre- 
tences may be, that *ris ſelf-intereſt and their 
own conveniency, that makes them defire 

the liberty of Preaching in theſe Nations. 
What have'they to {ay to this? Indeed the 
beſt of them 'give but a' very unſarisfato- 
ry Anſwer hereto. Mr.Baxter in his Anſwer 
to Dr.. St:ingfleet, ſays, The Reaſon why 
they do not go to Preach among the Indzans 
is, becauſe 'they cannot ſpeak- their Lan- 
guaze, and becauſe many of ' them have 
Wives and Families which they cannot leave : 
But for his own part, he ſays,-it he were 
| but 
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but young enough, he. would 'not trouble 
this cenſorious perſecuting part of the World 
* any longer : Mr. Baxter has not been always 
old, he was young enough when firſt he be- 
gan to write againft the Church of Exgland, 
Why did he not go when firſt he was prohj- 
- bited to Preach here, if he had, perhaps our 
Diviſions about Matters of Religion, had 
'been much narrower than now they are, and 
a reconciliation much more eaſy between us. 
As for their not ſpeaking the Language, 
there are many of the New Plantgtions in 
America, &c, that underſtand Engliſh and 
Latin, and want able diligent Faſtors a- 
mong.them. And as to all their other Rea» 
ſons for not- going, the leaving their Fami- 
lies, &c. they may carry them with them; 
but. ſurely no Reaſons » of this kind, can 
come in competition with the great Ad- 
vantage of propagating the Goſpel of Chriſt, 
and 'the Peace and Quiet of , three King- 
doms. | . tht 
. _ But again; They fay God chas command- 
td them to preach the Goſpel, and they muſt / 
obey God rather than Man. So God has al- 
{o commanded them 'to obey their Gover- 
nours and Magiſtrates, and: to preſerve the 
Peace and Unity of the. Church and Nation 
in which they live. Now fince they muſt 


of 
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of _—_— pay one oe theſe Commands 
by Rtaying at home and preaching in. ſc 
kts Meetings ; and- may perform both 
by going to preach beyond Seas,. certainly 
the beſt and fafeft way muſt be to doe the 
latter. TAY eG 23 * 
And if God Almighty has given them 
commiſſion to ; wrongs as they ſay, I am ure 
he has given the1 hon no where to 
diſturb the Peacg and Settlement of a_Chri- 
| ſtian Church and State, eſpecially a true 
Church. , He bid them go aad preach: the 
Word, and teach all Nations, but. we all 
know -that the greateſt Part of - the World 
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Teachers and Miniſters orderly ſettled among 
them ; ſo that thoſe whom Chriſt then ſenc 
could have come no where amaſs, every one 
of them was to--make as many Converts as 
he could, there: being no limits put how far 
their particular Charge ſhould extend, and 
no farther ;- but ſoon after, even in the Apo- 
{tles days, when particular diſtint Churches 
were qader and committed to the Care 


was then unconverted, and had no Chriſtian - 


of particular Perſons, I ſuppoſe, none.of our 


Difſenters will ſay, That any Miniſters, by 

 . virtue of their general Commiſſion, to teach 
all Nations, might have come into another 
Raſtor's Congregation or Pariſh and preach 


If 
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in a ſeparate M 
draw as many People from 'their lawful Pas Wl four 
ſtour, to whoſe Care they were particular- 
ly committed,” as they could. No, - they 


who did ſo were often condeman'd by St. Pas; 


* as appears in many of his Epiſtles. And this 
is the very Caſe of the Church of England, 
with relation to our preſent Diſſexters; Al- 
lowing their Commiffion to preach be as 
full as they pretend to, yet it gives them no 


Authority to invade other mens Rights, or - 


to draw away the People from: their lawful 

Miniſters; And eſpecially fince, if they 

pleaſe, they may exerciſe their Office in other 
laces, and do no Man wrong. | | 

; The Apoſtles had as full a Commiſſion to 

preach as any of our Dz#ſſenters can pretend 

to, and ſomething more exrraordinary.; and 


yet we, don't find that they thought them: | 


ſelves oblig'd to preach direttly in oppoſition 


to the civil Magiſtrate though a Heathen. 


*Tis true, for the firſt 300 years Chriſtianity 
had not generally the Laws to countenance 


and defend it, 'as now it has. So that the 


Apoſtles and Fathers. of the Church could 
. not have the Command or Authority of the 
civil Magiſtrate for what they did, yet they. 


had his connivance, and never preached di--" 
rely in oppoſition to his politive command. , 


ot, 


witheut Licence; and I St. 
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St. Paul ſays, Afﬀs 14. 12. They zeither 
found. me in the Temple diſpmting with any 
man, neither raiſing up the people, neither "in \ 
the Synagogues, nor in the City. And again,. . 
Aits 15. 8. Neither againſt the Law of the 
Jews, neither againſs the Temple, nor' yet 
yur Ceſar, have T1 offended any thing at 
all. So it ſeems the practice of the Apoſtles 
was to preach the Goſpel wherethey came 
ſo long as they were: tolerated or conniy'd 
at by the Goyerament., But as ſoon as the 
were prohibited by the Magiſtrate , they 1 
that City or Place and went to the next ; -but 
thought it no ways their, Duty to oppoſe 
the Will of their lawful Prince, —_— 
Heathen. And will not our Diſſenters 
the ſane reſpeR to a Chriſtian Prince that” 
the Apoſtles did to: Heathen-Magiſtrates ? 
But whether - Chriſtian: Magiſtrates" have 
power to ſilence ſome Miniſters, ſuch as they 
think fit, or -not', it 1s A thing queſtionleſs 
that has been praQtis'd by 'em 1a all Ages, 
ever ſince the time: of Conſtantine the Great, 
which is near- 1400 years. Conſtantine by 
his Edit ſuppreſs'd all ſeparate Meetings, 
and among the reſt the: Novatiens, and 
filenc'd their Preachers, though their Ordi- 
natiog was as good as any among our Nox- 
conformiſts. See Euſebins Vitae Conſt. lib. 3. 
| cap.. 
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cap. 63, 64, 65,66. And St. Auguſtine did 
much commend the Emperour for-{9 
doing. See Ang. Ep. 48, and ſee alſo his q* 
Book againſt Creſconius a Donatifh, ch. 5.1. 
All the Reform'd Churches in the World, 
do, at this day, filence ſuch Miniſters as re+ 
fuſe to ſubmit to the Orders and Government 
of their Church, and believe they have Pow. 
er fo to do.” Art Geneva their Council of 
State has the fole Power of EleQing and De: 
poling Miniſters. Nay, farther, by the Con- 
ftitution of Geneva, they have Power not ons 
ly to ſilence, but to excommunicate ſuch Mii 
niſters as ſhall odntemn the Authority of the 
Church, or by their obſtinacy diſturb the 
Qrder of it. In:theFrexeb Church, it any 
refuſe to_ ſubſcribe to” the Orders of their 
Charch, he is'to'be declared a Schiſmatick! 
And Calvin himfelf, Ep. Olevien. pag; 311; 
and 122. ſays, Let him that will not ſubmut 
to the Orders of a Society, be caſt out. 
\ But what need 'we go 10 far from home 
tor Inftances of this kind ? Let us ſee what 
the Opinion of our own Diſſexters heretofore 
was in this matter. Firſt theniin the great Di- 
{pute between-the Browni/s and the Non-con- 
formiſts about the -Miniſters preaching, &a 
againft-the Will of the Prince, the-Non-con- 
formiſts all agreed, That the Ap had 
| awer 
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Power immediately from God to ſet 'up his 
ag o_ mo _— AWas extraordina- 
ry, and under Heathen Magiſtrates. But 
- Miniſters have no ſich extraordinary 
Power ; And our Magiltrates being Chriſti- 
an are much more to be reſpetted. Sce Gif- 


ford, a Non-conformiſt Miniſter his Anſwer 


to Barrow : And {ee the Confutation of the 
Browniſts, by ſeveral Non-conformiſts, who 
join'd together for that purpoſe ; publiſh'd 
by one Rathband by their command, p.' 51: 
And ſee Mr. Bradſpaw his Anſwer to John- 
ſon, to the ſame purpoſe ; where he 1ays, 
That the Magiſtrate had no Power to filence 
the Apoſtles, for that 'twas manifeſt by the 
filencing of them, ' was iatended the utter 
extirpation of Chriſtianity : But the caſe is 
alter'd among' us, for the intent. of a Chri- 
ſtian- Magiſtrate .1s not to ſilence all Chri- 
tian Miniſters but ſome particular men on- 
ly ; ſo that the Queſtion 15 not whether Mi- 
niſter or no? but whether this or that Mini- 
iter of Chriſt? And doubtleſs every Chri- 
ftian«Prince has Power-to chuſe what Men 
he thinks fitteſt for publick Offices in Church 
or State, ſo long as they be equally qualified 
according to God's Law. BY 

But to go on, The Opigion ahd Practice 
of the Diſſenters ia the late unhappy Tunes, 

| are 


. — "ROO : - . 
» 12” oh Meeacuamr tt SoeASCS.. 34 


<< ws I” DW _ 


© 
(IF 
+ 
: 
+I 
| 
{i 
F] 
[| 
a 
' 
' 


'C 
»E 
, 
'o 
' 
5M 


(53) 
are not yet forgotten, they were all then of 
an opinion that Chriſt's Miniſters may be fi- 


tenc'd and accordingly put- it in praftice eve- 
ry Party as it ſerv'd their turn 5 See their $6 
lemn League and Covenant, all who would 
not.enter into it, and ſolemnly ſwear todos 


their utmoſt endeavour to aboliſh Epiſcopacy 


and fet up Presbytery , were. immedi 
not only filenc'd | but ſequeſter'd ;- t 
their Miniſtry was-as much of Divine Ri 


as any of theirsnow. Conſcience then was 


no Plex for not taking this, ſolemn Oath. 


They would not ſuffer one of 'the old Ceergy 
to teach a School. Nay, they would not ak 


low their own Independent Brethren topreachy | 


though they had all taken Presbyteriay Orders, 
as. they themſelves. See the Letter from the 


Presbyjterian Miniſters of London, to the Aſs 
 ſemblyof Divines at Weſtminſter, Ann. 1645: 


Jan. 1. And the grand-Debate, &c. And 
11 New-England where the Independents have 
the Power they are all of the ſame Mind, 
none is to- preach publickly, by their Laws, 


where any two organick Churches, Council 


of State, or general Court, ſhall declare their 
diſſatisfaction thereat. See their Body of Sta- 


tutes which they have lately printed. Nay, 


they are nr ſatisfied to filence ſuch Miniſters 


- as will not conform, but they baniſh theny. 


tOO, 
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too, as they did Mr. ,Willams and othets: 

' And.is it not very ſtrange then thit the. fi- 
lencing of ſuch Minifters by the: King and 
Governours of the Church, who-policively 
refuſe to ſubmit to the Orders of the Church, 


or to give-their-Governours ſuch a Teſt of 


their Obedience and Conformity to the Laws 
of the Church and State, as they 'in cheir 
Diſcretion have. thought. fit to. requite= of 
them ;' that this ſhould-be a-thing fo unlaw- 
ful and wicked now, that has been praQii- 
ſed in the pureſt Ages of the Church, and 
by the Diſſenters themſelves when they were 
in Power, and 'by all the Churches in: the . 
World at-this'day. a 2 
And indeed if the Teſts which the Laws 
require of their -Obedience and Loyalty be 
too ſevere and rigid, they may blame them- 
{elves for it 3 'for Govetnours cannot be'too 


cautious in ſecuring the-Peace and Safety of 


the Kingdom againtt a FaQtion that has once 
already overthrown this - Monarchy, - and 
Church. ' And give -us/all the Reaſon in 
the World to believe, Phat they are ready 
co do the ſame again (eſpecially the latter) 
as {oon-as ever it is -1n. their Power. "The - 
bitter Spirit they ſhow un 'Scotland already, 
and their Unchriſtian »like behaviour -to all 
thoſe that: differ from- them in Opinion, 


E \ ſhews 
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ſhews us plainly what we may expe& here 
when ever they are able. | 
_ ., And thus much+ for the Pleas whicts the 
Diſſeaters uſe for Separation, which relate to ſhi 
the Conſtitution. of our Church. The {& 
cond ſort are againſt the terms.of Communis Us 
on: with it. Fhey ſay our terms of Commu» 
-  Nion are unlawful, for that the Church of 
Englaps injoins ſome things in God's Worſhip 
which are not expreſly commanded in Scrip» Wl ;1, 
ture, and {o makes the Scriptures'inſufficient, W 6; 
And theſe things -re our Ceremonies,and pre WI ; « 

ſcribed Forms of 2?rayer, &c. - * 6 
-Firſt, as to our Ceremonies, - The Church Wl ©, 
of England ules no Ceremonies, | but ſuch-as ll }, 
were us'd in the-pureſt Ages of the Church, YI © 
as Dr. Stilingflcet has prov'd in his Mzſchiefs I 0: 
of Separation : And ſuch as are now us'd- by Wll © 
the greateit part of the Reform'd Churches Wl © 
beyond Seas. The Lutheran Churches have. W & 
the fame, and more Ceremonics than . we WI ,, 
have: And yet thele Churches have: beea Wl , 
thought fit to be united to the belt Reform'd I /: 
Churches by the beft and wiſeſt Proteſtants, W 5 
| asappears by a Synod of the Reform'd Chur- Il ,, 
ches at Chareton in France, Anno 1631. * 


And indeed, there is no Chriſtian Church WI ;; 
in the World, but what do make Laws, and Wl ; 
Canons in Matters -of Circumftance, and YI þ 
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compel” both Minifters and People to dbey 
the ſame. They do not believe that every 
variation 1n Circumſtance, in God's Wor- 
ſhip is ſerting up new parts of Worſhip as 
our Difſenters ſtem to do 'when they charge 
us with ſetting- up new parts - of Worſhip, 
:nd making the Scriptures inſufficient. A- 
doration, we all agree, 1s. a ſubſtantial and 
proper a&t of Divine Worſhip, but whe- 
ther this Adoration 1s 'perform'd by. pro- 
ſtration, or by. bowing, or by kneeling, is 
a Circumſtance in it Pe mt And 
therefore they who differ m theſe Circum- . 
ſtances,. d0 not Aifer in the a& of Worſhip, 

but in the manner; See the Harmony of 
Confeſfions, where you. will fiad what the 
Opinions 'of othet Reformed Churches are 
concerning the Lawfulneſs and Uſefulneſs 
of Ceretnonies : The latter Helvetian. Cons 
feſſion. faith, That there are different Rites 
and Ceremonies found in the Churches ; let 
no Man judge- hereby - that” the Churches diſ- 
ſent. "And the Confeſſion -of Bohemis hath, 
Wherefore thoſe Rites and thoſe good Cere- 
monies ought -only to be" kept, which among 
the People of Chriſt do Ede: therefore whe- 
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ther they be exteht , or braught in by the 
Biſbops ; or by the Councils Etcleſraft ical, 'or 
by other Authors whatſoever, the ſimpler 


ſort 
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ſort are not to trouble themſelves about that, 
but muſt uſe them to that which is good, 
And a little after, Although our Men do not 


| equaly obſerve all Ceremonies with other 


hurches, which is pot a thi neceſſary to 
be done, yet are they not fo minded as to 


move any Diſſentions for ths cauſe of Ce 
waged. to be. 


remonies, although they be not j 
altogether neceſſary, ſo that they be nat 
found contrary to God's Word. And the 
Auzuſtine Conteſſhon , has ; Some Men then 
may ask, whether we would have 'thu Ii 
. of Man to be without "Oraer , without. Ct 
remonies ? In no wiſe : But we teach, That 
the true Paſtors in. their Churches may Or- 
dain Publick Rites or Ceremonies. And Bexz« 
in his 24th. Eg//f. agrees herein, as has 
been ſaid before. And Calvin in his Book 
of the True way of Reformation 5 Ch. 'I6, 
fays, He would not contend about Ceremo- 
nies, not only thofe which are for decency, 
but thoſe which -are Symbolical. Let al 
things be done decently and in order, lays the 
Scripture. And St. Paul tel us, 1 Cor. 14. 33- 
God 3s not the author of confuſion but of peace, 
as in all the Churches of the Saints: 

But-ro come e.to our Difſenters, Mr. 
Baxter in- his Poor Man's Family Book, Þ. 
337. ſpeaking of. our publick Worſhip un 


our 


I as < >” 
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our'Pariſh Churches, ſays, 'Iz al the, lawful 
Orders, Geſtures , and Manners of” behavi- 
our in- God's Worſhip, affet# not to differ 
from the reſt , but. conform your fur to the 


uſe of the Church, for in the Church ſin- 


gularity is « Diſcord, &c. See Vines on the 
Sacrament to the ſame purpoſe, p.. 39. and 
many more Inſtances of this kind might 
be given, but: what has been ſaid is ſufhci- 
ent to ſhew that ſuch Ceremonies as ſerve - 
fqr Order, or Edification, -and are not di- 
rectly contrary to God's Law; are to be u- 
ſed according to the Opinion of all the Re- 
formed Churches, and moſt Eminent Men 
both at home and abroad. | 
Now, How ſhall we know what Cere- 
monies are lawful, and what not ? Ir is to 
be- noted, | That the nature of Ceremonies . 


- is to be taken from the DoArine which _. 


goes along with. it, and may be lawful and 
not lawful, as that is. © If. a: Ceremony be 
made a ſubſtantial part of God's Worſhi BY® 
and 'unalterable ; or be ſuppos'd fo dar, 
ry, as that the doing of it would be a thing 
meritorious or pleaſing to God, and the not 
doing of it ſinful, tho* there were no human 
Law which requir'd the doing of it ; Then 
it becomes finful, becauſe it makes the Scrip- 
tures. inſufficient. - And. this it was: that 
E434: mw. 


(64): 
- - made the Jewiſh Ceremony of waſhing he 
fore Meat ſmful: And fo it is ia 'many of 
the Ceremonies of the Church of Romy, 
But when Ceremonies are injqin'd for the 
fake of Order and . Unifarmity, in God's 
Worſhip, according to the general - Rules 
of the Scripture, and to prevent the great 
Miſchiefs which we ſhould inevitably fall 
into, if every Paſtor and People were ſuf. 
fered.to follow their ſeveral different judg- 
ments in the. manner of God's Worſhip, 
then they are lawful and good. 

' But, fay they, If theſe, Ceremonies do 
not bind the Conſciences of Men, Why 
does the Diſcipline and Cenſures 'of the 
Church, force Men to. uſe -them? I an 
| Fer, The Church does not oblige Men to 
the obſervance of theſe Ceremonies, as things 
that bind the Conſcience, or which are ne- 


_ -  ceſfary tobe done or not done in themſelves; © t 


but the Reaſon why Men are forced to ob- | ? 
ſerve them, and -puniſh'd if they refuſe, is ( 
becauſe they are appointed by the Church, I «: 
and difobedience 'to the Laws of Church or 
State, made not contrary tothe Law of God, 
is ſinful, Rom. 13, 5.and 2. And for this | 
they are puniſh'd, and alſo for diſturbing the. 
publick Peace. . And thus we juſtify our * 
bowin? at the name of Jeſs at ſeaſonable 
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times, and all our Ceremonies; fince 'the 
Church has appointed them, we ought to o- 
bey, unleſs we can prove them to: be ſinful, 
which. no Man can do, ſo long as the Wor-" 
ſhip is diteQted to a true ObjeR, to wit, the 
Perſon of Chriſt. As for the Ceremony of 
Bowing towards the Altar, Note the Canon 
that appointed it,. did not oblige any. to the 
obſervance of it; bur left them to their liberty. 

As to the poſture appointed by the Church 
of England, for receiving the Lord's Sapper, 
t0 wit, Kneeling, *Tis a Circumſtance which 
may be varied according to the Diſcretion of 
the Church: - In the Primitive Church it was 
always taken in the poſture of Adoration, 
which poſture varied according to the Cu- 
toms of Countries. Now "Kneeling being 


the poſture of Adoration in theſe Kingdoms, 
the Church of Eng/azd has therefore appoin- 


ted, that it be taken kneeling. And indeed, 
'ris but very reaſonable that ſo Sacred an 
Ordinance, and'fo great a Benefit, ſhould be 


received 1n the moſt thankful and humble 


poſture that may be, and that ſurely: is on 
our Knees ; which is alſo'the fitteſt poſture 
for thoſe high ftrains of Devotion, with . 
which ſo Sacred a Work ought to: be at- 

tended at the very inſtant of taking it. 
- The only ObjeQtion that T know is made' 
'B& againſt 


(66) 
againſt this poſture of Kneeling at the. Sacra, 
ment, is becauſe- it is Idolatrous and cotis 
trary to Chriſt's own Prathice, -* Tis ſtra, 
that- they will make us and the greateſt part 
of the Reformd Churches all 1dolaters whes 
ther we will or no.;| Does ngt;our Book of 
Common. Prayer at the end of the Commu: 
nion Service tel] them as plain as words can 
expreſs it, That we pay no Adoration to a 
ny thing in the Sacrament, but Chriſt him- 
ſelf which is in Heaven, and -yet will they 
make .us Idolaters for all this? Has any ot. 
them ever writ ſo {trong againſt Idolizing 
the. Elements of Bread and Wine in the Sa+ Wl r 
crament of the Lord's Supper, as our Dir WW | 
vines of the Church-of England have done? MW | 
| 
| 


And yet will they perſwade. us we are Ido- 
laters? They , may as-well believe, that . we 
Worſhip the Stones 1n the Church-Walls, 
' When we kneel down to Pray in them: 
And truly, I fear many of them do ©; 
which makes them uſe that- poſture ſo ſel. 
dom 1n their publick Meetings: For you 
{hall ſeldom ſee in any of their Meetings, 
{carce ane of the whole Congregation on their 
| Knees, not 'even at repeating the Lord's 
Prayer, if it happen to be ſaid, which is not 
often, , Their uſual poſtures of Praying in 
their publick Congregations, arc either ſtand- ' 


1ng, 
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ing, or lolling'on-their Elbows : Andat the 
Reading-of 'the Holy Scriptures ; : nay, even 
of the Pſalms. themſelves, tho? they are the 
yery higheft ftrains of Devorion, you ſhall 
{ce them all fitting on their Breeches, and ma- 
ny of them with their Hats 'on. 

But pray, How comes' the poſture of fit- 
ting to be the only fic for receiving 
the Lord's Supper? Was that the poſture 
Chrift us*'d 2 Nog" if we” will believe' moſt 
learned Men, they will tell ns, Chriſt gave 
it leaning ; which. perhaps, 'he might have - 
done on purpoſe, to. let*us ſee, that he did 
not require: any one ſet poſture, for _— 


* 15a meanas it ,, between” kneeling and- 
' ſtanding, and js 


to 1ncline equa Y a _ 9 
both. Why, do- they- noti take it lean- 
ing as Chriſt did, after Supper, and in 


- an upper Room? Why oo they not obſerve 


all theſe Circumſtances? Tf one may be 
diſpens'd with without fin, Why- not ano- 
ther ? If they will not be fo civil as to Con- 
form to the Church of Exg/and, Why will 


they not follow the Example of other Re- 


tormed- Churches? the Churches of France 
and moſt of the Reformed Churches, take-it 
either ſtanding 'or 'kneeling , as being po+ 
{tures of Adoration * But becauſe they do, 


our E-gliſþ-Diſſenters will take it-in no other 


paſture, 


(68) 
- poſture, but: that which is moſt irreverent, 
and fartheſt - from Adoration in the. World; 
_ to wit ſitting on their Breeches. *Tis a Feaſt 
(lay they) and therefore ſitting being a poſture 
'of eaſe, is moſt ſuitable to it: We own'tis a 
Feaſt, but not a common, bur Spiritual Feaſt; 
+ and therefore we ought to take it not in the 
poſture we uſe at our common Tables, but in 
a more decent and reverent Poſture. - 
To conclude this Point, I ſhall give you 


| the words. of one of the moſt Eminent of | 


the Non-conformiſt Preachers in-this Matter. 
Vines, in his'Boak on. the Sacrament, p. 39. 
ſays, *Tis no corruption "to. vary. in occaſional 
Circumſt ances in adminiftring the Lord's Sup- 


per, ſuch as time and place, and poſture, &Cc. 


Mr. Baxter has ſeveral times declar'd the 
ſame, and ſo has moſt of the Non-confor- 
miſt Miniſters. And herewith agrees Hooker 
In his Eccle/.. Polity, lib. 5. p. 366. 
_  » As to the Sign of the Croſs in Baptiſm, 
*Tis us'd only as a 'Solemn Rite or Ceremo- 
ny of admiſſion into the Church of England, 


as *tis uſual in admiſhons into Societies to- 


uſe ſome particular Ceremonies : Therefore 
as Baptiſm, beſides irs Sacramental Efficacy, 
is a Rite of admiſhion into Chriſt's Ca- 
tholick Church, fo the Sign of the Crols, is 
intq our Church of Eng/and. We dg hy” 

ule 
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uſe it as tis uſed in the Church! of Rome; 
for they uſe. it as a dedicative' Sign to God, 
we only as a Token, or declarative Sign to 
Mea ; they uſe it before Baptiſm, and make 
ic part of it ; we after, and' make it nopart | 
of Baptiſm , . but. allow ghe Baptiſm to, be _ 
good without. it ; and it *to- be omitted in 
Private Baptiſm, ..if it be ſcrupled, | 
If it be ſaid, that ſince theſe Ceremonies 
are allowed .to be things indifferent in them- 
ſelves by the Church of - Exgland, and-are 
ſcrupled by the” Diſſenters, ' why will -the 
Church of England. impoſe them? I' anſwer, 


Firſt, *tis not fit nor convenient that fach + 


things as are thought. neceſſary by the Go- 
vernours of a Church, to preſerve the . Or- - 
der. and. Unity of, it, ſhould be caſt aſide, 


Minds, and who, *tis. like, would n@®be . 
ſatisfied, were that granted: Secondly, It  . 
is more lafe for the Church -of Exgland to 

follow the Example of 'the greateſt part of 
the Reformed Churches, which do allow 


and practiſe them, 'than ſuch a handful of 


People as'the Diſſenters of England, &c. And 
Thirdly, There were as-infignificant Cere- 
monies injoyn'd by the Apoſtles themſelves, 
as any of ours are now, notwithſtanding 
lame. Men's {cruples concerning them ; 8 

| the 


- tell us, The A 
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; Gods Graces ( which they cal 
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the Love Feaſts, and Ho - & K#zP, &c. till a 
boliſh*'d. by general con And the AF 
ſembly of theit own Divines at Weſt min 


ftanding the difference of Men's "Foe Pa 
aid, preſerite Rules of Vinfiaeey: Pa- 
pers for Accomodation, p. 1 1r. 

The next great Objection which the Dif: 


ſenters make to the terms- of our Commu-' 


nion is, For that we tie up our Miniſters to 


preſcribed Forms of Prayer, which is a. 


ſtinting of the Spirit, and hinders them from 
exerciling their Gifts , and is contrary . t 
Scripture, and the pratice of the Primitive 
Church. 

_ Arguments which they commonly 
uſe 


- 


They fay that nothing but the Cano- 
Scripture, ' and the way Voice of 


and Extempore Prayer) are to be brought 
into the Publick Worſhip of God ; 'and no- 


thing that is Humane, becauſe ſubject to In+ 


firmuities and Errors. 'But'if fo, then muſt 
we exclude--not only all written Prayers, 
but the whole Bible too, unleſs in the Ori- 
ginal Tongue ; for all Tranſlations of it are 
Humane, and fſubje& to Errors. And. alfo 
the oP ers and Preaching of the n_ 
mu 


les ( fay they ) notwith- 


againſt written Forms of Prayer are, 


Preaching 
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mult be excluded, for the Error 


1n the Ser- 


+ mons ; and, Prayers of the Paſtors, cannot 
r, be faid to be the lively Voices -of God's. own 
hp Graces. 


And the P ts i iy; Metre muſt be 
alſo excluded.” - - 

Another Argument is -- 
make uſe of any outward 


, 

I» 

- Prayer; for the Spirit they-ſay 

4 y picit they. Ep 
D 

1 

1 


hat we muſt not 


lr owr ca 
frmities, and therefore rms, and 
all other outward 
ack them, whether the. Yoice 'of another 
that Prayeth, or Faſting,  or-the lifting up 
of the Hands and Eyes, 1 Tim. 2. $. or 
Kneeling, be *tg&lf, or only ;out- 
ward helps to Pra er to wake it more fer- 
rent ?. Sure they. are outward helps only ; ; 
_ yet they areuſed in oe: ey afnion, of 
rayer. 
' Again, they fay Reading 2 Prayer caft- 
not be Praying ;- for Prayer.is/ the- pouring 
torth Supplications to' God, the other” a re- 


ceiving in of fuch thing: 


$ as we Read, But 
when one hears a. Prayer -pronounced by a- 
nother, his hearing does. receive. it . into- his 
Soul; but yet at the {ame -ioftant he doth 
power it forth as a"Prayer:;to- Gog. Why 
then may not this be doge as well when tis 
read as when tis pronounged- by another ? 


psin the aQion of - 


helps are finfal. -Butlet.me 


=} 
But then: they tell us, That all Forms &f 
Prayer are a ſtinting of the Spirit. If ſo, Why 
will they hear the Extempore Prayer of ano-- 
ther Man ? is not-this as much a Form of 
Prayer to all the, Hearers, as any. written 
Form can be ? Doubtlelſs it is. How comes 
it then,” that the Spirit of rhe Hearers is not 
as much tinted when they joyn in this Form; 
as if they had joyn'd ina written Form ? 
But fince our Di#ſſenters have the confi- 
dence to affirm, That Forms of Prayer are. 
ſinful ;-and were- never uſed among. Chris, 
ftians till lately, in' the time of Popery and 
Superſtition, andare ſupported only by the 
Ignorance and Lazynefs of our Clergy; T 
willſhew, That Forms of: Prayer and: Prai- 
ſes have been, uſed by God's People in the. 
time of the O!d Teſtament, and have been. 
-praQtiſed and recommended by Chriſt him- 
felf in the New: 'And that both Forms of + 
Prayer and Liturgies, were Compoſed by 
the Fathers, and appointed to be uled in the 
Church ever ſince Chriſt's days : And that' £ 0b 
even the molt Eminent of our own No#- th 
. Conformiſts have" heretofore. declared . their | % 
liking thereto'; "And that all the Reformed I} al 
Churches do uſe'and approve of preſcribed I} 


© ©  Formsin their publick Worſhip at this Day : I 


And laſtly, I'will ſhew, That our Engliſh wW 


Communs 
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ſons. 


Ga: 


Common-Prayer Book has been -particularl 
Commended and Approved by 


Churches beyond Seas. And when this is 
done, if any will be ſo hardy, as to affirm, 
That Forms of Prayer are  Siaful,- as to 
cauſe a neceſſity of Separation, he is incor- 
rigible, and not to 'be Convinced by Rea- 


Firſt then, Fornis of Prayer yer, Se; we 


uſed by God's People in the time of the - Ola 
preſcribed a Form 


Teſtament ; for the Lord 
of Bleſſing to Aaron, ſaying, On this wiſe ye 

of ee b, fe ayIng, &c 
Numb. vi. 23. And apain, Deut. xxvi. he 
preſcribed- a' Form "of 
commanded the People to_ uſe. | And-the 
xxij. Pſalm is a Prayer, Which the People 
were commanded. to ſing 'or fay, every 


Morning ; fo are ſeveral of the other Pſalms 


Forms. of Prayers, as boxxvi, XC, Cij, Oc.. -. 


See Origen Cint, Celſ. l. 4p. 178. And here 


obſerve, That the - Diſſearers- will allow * 
theſe Pſalms to be Pray ers, and that they 


ought to be Sung, to 

allow that.a Man ſhould 
ſay they, When they are Sung, they 'are 
not Prayer, See now what an ab urdity they 


; yet'they will not 


will run into, rather than forſake their own. | 
| Opinion ; 


_ paricnely 


Learned and Eminent.Men of a, Reformied- 


axed 


Prayer, which he 


— - —— —— ” _——— ———_ —_———__ 
* 
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Pray Singing. For, 
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Opinion-: - Far here they affirm, That.aM; 
Man. may {ay the Words of: Prayer to: Gad 
deyoutly, and yet not: pray, ro] 
_ Secondly, Chrift himſelf uſed a Form/\offi 
Prayer (though doubtleſs he had a power of 
praying Extempore, much beyond whatoiir 
can pretend to)., when he was in the Garden, 
a little befote his Suffering, he prayed twirt 
or -thrice 10 the ſame Words, Matth. xxvh 
44. Mark xiv. +39,” and that too: at a time 
when he was in ſo great Extremity- and 
. Sorrow, Thar he ſweated drops of Blood; 
and at ſuch a time -ane uſually prays after 
the molt prevailing and fervens manner. «//,” 
And to affure us that our Saviour thought 
Forms of Prayer very neceſſary to: help our 
Infirmitzes, we have. not only his Example, 
but his Precept,for 1t too. -- For our Saviour 
taught his Diſciples a Form of Prayer, Matth, 
V1. 9. and bid them uſe.it-. And the gccas 
ſion of our Saviour's giving bis Diſciples this 
Form of Prayer was: to obviate the incons, 
- veniencies which he ſaw.- did uſually attend 
Extempore ' Prayers; to wit, the uſing 
Vairi Repetitions, &c. which he tells them 
are not pleaſing to God; and therefore he 
firſt bids them beware of that, and then ime 
mediately after he gives them a ſhort and 
| | perfec} 


eaters, Or any that ever- was on Earth, Wvai 


05) 
perfect Form-of Prayes, as:the beſt- way to 

| Worcevent that evil.” Whether. our Diſſenters 
have not as much reaſon to uſe Fornis of 
WPrayer for that very reaſon as Chriſt's Diſci- 
Mples had, let the'World ay rey their 
I EA" urs 'd withas many 
vain Repetitions;: and | bald;7 and ſornetithes 
{caſle(s Expreffionsas any of \theirzys 4 3:1 
- But ſay the Difſeaters, When: ouri;Gdvi« 
our taught: his-Diſciples: to pray; he'did mor 
delign that they ſhould-ulſe any certain Fort 
of Prayer. For he: tad'them, cLukex1: 21 
When ye pray, ſay thus 3 arid-/(thws). being ai 
adverb of Similitude;..does fliew that our Sa« 
viour did not» intend- . uſe! the 
fame words,\ but ſome-other ſuch like.:-T'a 
this I anſwer, \In the 3d. chap:of Exod.'w.14; 
15. The Lord ſaid unto\ Moſes, thus ſhalt thou 
{ay to the Children of \Iſraely EHETE hath 
ſent me anto-you. And again,” the Godof your. 
Wl Fathers, the «God: of - Abrabam;, the God: of 
Wl /azc, and the. God * \ Jacob: hath: ſent. me 
«no 50u. Here Moſes (by this Rule) muſt not 
' fay theſe words, #or: EHETE bath ſext me | 
JN =»to you, not'the God of Abraham, the God of 
2 1/axc, and the! God of Facob hath ſent me unto 

504, but the like. - And. by the fame reaſon 

the Scripture is not the very -Word' of God, 

but the Words of the © pa ; for on 
when 
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| ro. the Church of Antioch. Photius affirm 
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when the Prophiet ſays, This ſaith the Lin, 
they do not tell the very ack of God, ye: 
the like. 

- From what has been ſaid, *tis evidentth 
we have Scripture'on our ſide; both Old a 
New: Teftament, for uſing preſcribed Formlf 
of Prayer, We will in the next place enc in 
what Authority we 'have for it in 'the fi 
and pureſt Ages of the Church. Firſt ey 
That Forms "of Prayer | 'were us'd in the 
Church in the firft , 'I gather from 
Ienatiug who ,was Biſhop of Antioch, A 
Dom. \o9. un\his' Ep:ff. to thoſe at Ml, 
he bids %em,. 'Do- nothing without the | 
and Presbyters, \nor to make tryal of Gi & 
greeable 'to their own. private Fancy, P. 4 
And: Socrates inthis Hiſtory, 7. 6. c. 8. fays 
That Ignatius firſt brought the by ar of ſing 
ing alternately (as we ule in our Choirs) # 


|: 


= 


the-ſame of bum. And Theodoret ſays, Hit 
lib. 2.6. 24. That this Cuſtom of- ſi ing ab 
ternately, began at Antioch, and "IT 
cerved all the World over. 

In the ſecond Century, Tertul. de Or. 
c. 1. and £c..9.\tells us, They us'd Forms di 
Prayer then 1n' the African Church. He calk 
the Lord's Prayer, the lawful and ordinar 
Prayer, and that the Chriſtians daily 1&Y þ 


 peaihe 
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ated that very Form. And he ſhews they 
fog Hymns, &c, thea in the Church alter- 
nately as we do now, Tertal. 4d Uxor. l. 2. 
. 172, : I I 
[ And Calvin in his Ivſtit; I. 4. 6. 1. afs 
firms the fame, That the Chriſtians did uſe 
to repeat the Lord's Prayer daily, and that 
they did it by Chriſt's Command. How will 
our Diflenters reconcile this to their ſeldom 
or never uſing of it, even on the Lord's Day; 
every young Preacher, yea, and every per- 


ha en , ing their own 
al and indeliberate Prayers 
n 


ore it. 

the third Century, St. Cyprian who li- 
ved then, affirms the ſame, that the Lord's 
Prayer was us'd daily, for fays he, The Fa- 
ther will know the words of his own Son, ice 
Cypr. de Orat. Dom. p. 309. And the fame 
Cyprian 18 his Ep, 8. ad Cher. & Pleb. p. 24. 
lays, Chriſt commanded. us to pray for all men 
in 4 common: Prayer wherein. all agreed. It ap- 
pears alſo that rhe Prieſt and People pray'd 
by way of Reſponſes ; as when the Prieſt 
laid, Lift up your hearts, the People anfwer'd, 
| We lift them up unto theLord. See Cypr.de Orat. 
'Y Som. \. 22. Sec more for. this inferchang- 
' able way: of 'praying betweea © Prieft and 
NY Pcople, B. Bil. of Chriſtian Subjeftion, part 4. 


| P. 435+ 
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In the ſame Century, Origen ſays, The 
who ſerved God through Jeſus in the Cit 
ſtian way, uſe frequently night and day the in 
Joined Prayers: See Orig. in Cel/. 1.6, p. 302, 

And St. Baſil in his Book de Spirit. Sant. 
-29.P.221, tells us, That GregoryThaumaturgus, 
who was his Predeceſſor 1n the Biſhoprick 
of Neoceſarea and cotemporary with St. Cy. 
prian, compoſed a Liturgy, and appointed 
Ceremonies for that Church. And that tov 
in an age when miraculous Gifts laſted.” 

In the beginning of the 'fourth Century, 
Ann. Dom. 312. the -firſt Chriſtian Em 
ror Conſtantine (as Euſebius tells us in his 
Life of Conſtantine, lib. 4. c.17. p. 395) 
_ *order'd his Palace after the manner of 

Church,' and would take the Books himſelf 
-into his hands, either for explaining the Holy 
Scripture, or repeating the preſcrib'd Pray- 

ers in his Royal Family. - 
© In the ſame Century, Athanzsfsus Biſhop 
of Alexazdria, ſhews us, that ' the Prieſts 
and Pcople pray'd by way of Reſponſes in 
that Church ; for in his Epsſþ. to - Solitar, 
P. 23%. .he ſays, The People mourned and 
groancd to God in the Church, all of them cry 
. #ng to the Lord, and ſaying, Spare thy Pe 
ple, zood Lord, ſpare them, &c. By which 


it ſeems the Church did not think it enough 
then 
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| When for the People to ſay, Amer, but ap- 
& Epgiated them diſtinct and intelligent | an- 
{wers. R 
In the ſame Century, the Council of Lao 
dicea, Can. 1 5. Bev. Tom. 1.-p. 459. appoins; . 
ted Canonical Singers, who ſang out o 
Books, and none but they were allow'd to 
begin the Hymns. - And the ſame Council, 
Can. 18, Bev. Tom. 1. p, 461. Ordained 
that the very ſame Liturgy of Prayers, ſhould 
be uſed -always both. at three in the After- 
noon and -in the Evening. And now be- 
cauſe this Council is ſo plain evidence againſt 
the Diſſenters, that they have no way to an» 
ſwer it ; they fly again to their laſt refuge, 
which is to deny the Authority of this Coun- 
cil ; for, they ſay, - this Council of Laodices 
was but a Provincial Synod, or Council : 
But tho? we grant 'twas no more but a Pro- 
vincial Synod, yet I hope a Provincial Coun- 
cil of Orthodox Biſhops were Good Autho- 
rity. But beſides, this very Canon concern- 
'F ing Liturgies, was taken into the Code of 
FF the univerſal Church, and confirmed by the 
Council of Chaledos, -Which was a general 
Council. £:%.4 
And that they us'd Forms of Prayer, and 
Reſponſes, and Alternate way of Singing in 
the African Church, appears. by St. Cyprian 
HD CO} before : 


($0) 
before : And by Optatus Malevianws, l.2.p.47, 
for there he blames the Donates, for ſhut 
ting the mouth of all the People, and forcing I fay, 
them to be filent. See alſo St. Awgwſtive 4 ſl fort 
Eecleſ. Dog. . 30. Tom. 3. p. 46. Many more ſl the 
Inſtances and Authorities may be given to = do, 
the ſame purpoſe as St. Baſil, Ep. 63. F4 843, per 
and Fp. 68. p, 856. (where he ſays, 'That 
Prayer wherein there are nat conjoin'd woices, W AC 
is not half ſo ſtrong as ahareila.o would be) | 
Conc. Carthag, Cap. 106. Bev. Tom.1. p. 640. 
But I will referr the Reader to Dr. Comber of 
Liturgies, and Dr. Falkner his Defence of I 
Furgies. I 
Our Diffenters obje& againſt our alter- 
nate way of praying, as inour Litiny, where 
the Prieft ſays half the Sentence,and the Peo 
ple the reſt, for that neither Prieft nor Peo- 
ple ſpeak a complete Sentence, and therefore 
our Prayer is imperfeft, and we do but mock 
God. But by what has been faid it appears. 
that this praying by way of Reſponſes, was 
us*d in the pureft Ages of the Church, and Y 
by the Holieſt Men, © But pray, Why may 
not the words make as verſo a Prayer 
when they are pronounced by two Mouths, 
as when only by one ? Prayer is not the pro- 
- nouncing of words, but the joining the de- 
fire 2nd conſent thereto, and this they an 
0 
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I do as well when they are. pronounced by: fer. 
yeral Mouths as by one. 'Fhey _y ND 
fay, That when a Tugs is plaype a _- 
fort of Mufick, and the Trebles de eee” 
t Taconadage contloms Cres 
do, that the Tune is not a - compleat and 
rfe& Tune, for if you 4ake ther; pare 
gr br alga ie wo gr | 


Advantage. 

The Adv of this way of 

by Reſpenſes is, That we can giveour 
| Conſent w1edkhy Por worn prong a 
ly manner thadvched dare Gps; vm 
And alſo by our frequent anſwering of whole 
Sentences, our Fancies are the more 
up and enliven'd by ſhaking off that dulncfs 
and drowſineſs, that otherwiſe would: be - 
apt to ſeize upon our Spirits, ja barely liſten - 
ing to one long cont! Prayer. 
. And in the Primitive Church, they had 
certain Prayers for certain Times and Occa- 
ſions, as Eafeer Eve, &c. 'See Leo in Vit. 
Chryſoft. Tom. 8. p. >. 288, Oc. 

Thus much for the. of the Primi- 
tive Church. Now let us come a little nearer 
our own time, and ſee-what the Opinion of 
other Reformed Churches 'is concerning pre- 
{crib'd Forms of Prayers and Liturgies; and 
this we do th rater becauſe the Diflenters 

4 are 
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are ually calling upon us to reform our 
—ap - a a—_ of other Reform'd 
| Churches. 'Tho? I think under-favour, we. 
of Exgland have no more ' reaſon, to' follow 
© the pattern'of other Nations as to; the Re- 
forming and Governing of our Church, than 
we” 03 to doſo in Matters of: State, linco 
we have as abſolute and iadependent' Power 
of -Reforming- our ſelves as any-of 'themn'; 
and 'God be thank'd, as able: and godly Mi- 
nifters both in Church-and State to dire& 
us:therein.* They may as well _— _ 
us, - becauſe ,we'do not depoſe our Kin 

reduce our Goverament from that 0 
mited and-'mixt Monarchy, to'a Cann 
wealth, like that of: Gezeva. '-: 

+ But &nce they infift ſo muſt upon this] 

will make it appear that thecChurch of Ew 

lend comes nearer to the yudgments and 

Qice of all the Reformed -Churches, in 

uling preſcribed Forms of--Prayer, than: te 
Diſſenters do.in reje&ing them. - 
- TI will begin- with the. Lutheraz Churches, 
which I ſhew'd before, are acknowledged 
to. be true Churches; and- which: far exceed 
in number the Churches that follow Cab 
vis's method. Luther himſelf compos'd a 
Form of Common-Prayer. for the Church of 
Tirtemborg, a out 'of the Maſs Book : 
See 


Law 
= 


_. & 
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See Lather's Epi 
the Churches c 
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Tom. 2..p. 334; And all 
bis Communion at this day - 
do.uſe a Liturgy containing Collects; Epiſtles, - 
Goſpels for every Suaday, 'Prayers-and Lita» 
nies , together «with \albiother' parts of Ec-- 
clefiaſtical Miniſtration, -as our Common» 
Prayer Book does ; and which-agrees 'with 
ours almoſt verbatim eſpecially -in the Li- 
tany. And theſe are :impos'd on-the Chur-: 
ches, as partieularly the Churches of Dex: 
mark, and the: 'Chitrches' 10; Upper weld 
which-are all Latheras. : And the Lur 
Churches do chant their: Ja wel ann 
as we do in our Cathedrals. © And they ob- 
ſerve Holy Days. + Sce-all-this* proved 'at 
large from their:own writers by: Dr. Com- 
- his Defence of Litargits 20, cows. þp. 30 Fs 

Co p 
Next for the: Churches: of Poland; and 
Lithuania in 2 Synods held there, Ann. Dom. 
1633. and 1634, one certain Liturgy is ins 
join'd, to be us'd-in all thoſe ' Dominions. 
Certain oreſerib'd Liturgics 'ate alſo usdin 
Tranfluania, *Hangary,' Bohemia, &c. See at 
large Dr. Comb. ub; Supre, and Monſieur Du- 
rell his View of' the Government, axd publick 
Worſhip of God: in the Reformed. Churches 
beyond Seas. Printed, London, 1662. 


x 


Now 


That it may be 4 Teft invony of the C 
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Now for | the Churches Reform'd by Cab 
vn and others ; as Geneve, Frexce, Hebui 
tis, Holland, &c. Calvin 'd a- Form: 
of Divine Service, which is us'd in the Church 
of Geneva, and thoſe of France at this day, 
and their Miniſters are. bound- to uſe them: 
And ſee C CR —— 


England, duri the Minority of King Ea. 6, 


the Progeton at that time, when the Com- 


mweou-Prayer Book. was to- be feattled by A& 
of Ppoliamens; thought fit firſt to Advice 
with ſo Eminent a Man; 'as Cakuiz was, 
about it. He writes to Nukiun to know his 
inion therein ; Calvis returns him this 
anſwer, For ſa much as concerns the Prayers 
and Ecike aft ical Rites, I mach approve that 
they | be * determined ; ſo that it mey not be 
lawful for the Miniſters to vary from it, chat 


it may be a help to the weakneſs of lk 


conſent ; And that it at a flop to the 
s. Sec Catu, 


fach as are for newt 
SY EE Mo. 
fee his Letter to Cex,'a Church'of _ 
Divine upon his Arrival at Frenckford, 
mong his Epiſtles, 164, 165. 

See Bezes his Approbation of Forms of 
Prajer, Tom. 2. p. 229. 


In 
p 
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In the Freach Church, Mornay Lord' Dw- - 


Uſe and Antiquity of preſcribed Forms : See 
at large Dr. Comber- of La 2d. Part, 
p. 313. And' fee there the famous Mon- 

fieur Daille agreei wh. ©. 
In the Church of Helvetis, Rulinger tells 
preſcribed Forms, keep Faſts 


us, they uſed 


and Holy-Days,&c. Bulling. Decod. 2. Serm. x, . 


9. 38. hai 24 20s 50h. 105%: 3dr; 
p The - Bets che rm 
rayer for Baptifm, the Lord's Supper, anc 
all occaſional Offices, and alſo Liturgies, &s, 
which are -all put into a Book-of Common- 
5 And even; in Soiland they have 
had a Common-Prayer Book,' far there: are 


ſome of them | now - extant,,. which. were 


Printed, An#. 1594. ſuppoſed to be writ by 
Mr. K nom for the uſe of the Kzrk of Scot- 


land. See the latter end of Dr. Comber-his 


Defence of Liturgies, 2d. Part. 

And the Leyden Profeſſors ſay, That Forms 
of Prayer are-not only lawful, but very ad- 
vantageous ;- becauſe every Chriſtian cangot 
fitly conceive new:-Prayers: atid the atten- 
tion of Auditors, "are not 4. little help'd 1g 
great aſſemblies by - uſual Forms. See Dr. 
Falkner, his Libertas Eccleftaſtics. P. 121. 

Thus much for Forms of. Prayer in ge- 
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neral : But ſome perhaps may objeQt againſt 


our Common- Proper | in particular, Toclear 


that, I think, *ewere ſufficient to tell them, 


that it has been approv'd of by all the: _ 


ed and godly Divines of the Church .of Ex 


gland ever {ince the Reformation, and con» | 


firm'd by ſeveral Parliaments: And it cannot 


naactity be ſuppos'd that God Almighty 


ſhou'd mk his will from the greateſt 
number of the moſt learned, pious and: judis 
cious People of a: Nation, notwithſtanding 

their frequent Prayers to God, that he 
would dire& them, and their great Care 
and Study which they take to come to the 
knowledge of the truth ; and reveal it only 
to a few; and. thoſe of the rawer injudici> 
ous fort, who have had leaſt tume, and ſtudy, 
and means to came. to greater Knowledge, 


| ſuch as our Diſſenters#penerally are, This 


alone were ſufficient to recommend our, par- 
ticular Common-Prayer : But fince our Diſ- 
ſenters will not allow ſo many ſeveral Par- 
liaments, and {o many Succeſhons of Learn- 
ed Divines to be competent judges 1n this 
matter, we are willing to ſtand to the judg- 


ment of "our. Neighbour Churches of the 


Reformed Religion £oncerning our Common- 
Prayer, and.the other Matters ia controver- 
ſy between us.. 


'In 
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In King Edward 6th. his days, Archbiſhop 
Cranmer did requeſt the farnous Buacer to' per- 
uſe the whole Book 'of Common-Prayer, in 
order to his cenſuring what he rhought was 
to be amended; © Burey accordingly did- fo ; 
and declares :his judgment of it thus: Is 
the preſcript Form for the Communion, and the 
daily Prayers, I ſee nothing written in this 
Book, which is '"ntt taken out of the Word of 
Goa, if not in expreſs words, as the Pſalms 
ana, Leſſons, yet in ſence, as the Colletfs : And 
alſo the order of theſe Leſſons aud Prayers, 
and the time when they are to be uſed, are 
very. agreeable to the Word of God, and the 
Prattice of the | ancient Church.” See Bucer's 
Cenſure upon the Book of Common-Prayer, 
c. 1. Þ. 457. And note this was before the 
Common-Prayer was amended as now it 1s. 
Some things *fis true, Bucer did wiſh to be 
amended, which has been ſince: done, and 
moſt' of them according to - his Adyice 
there. ' - * . 

Next, the Archbiſhop of Spalato in bis 
| Book againſt S#aret, p. 340. ſays, That the 
Engliſh Liturgy.contains nothing in i, which 
is not Holy, which is not Pious, and truly 
Chriſtiaw as well as Catholick. 

Cauſabon in his Epiſtle” to King James 
the firſt, affirms the ſame ; And ſays far- 


ther, 
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 Grotius, who *tis certain had no Obligation 
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cher, That none at this day comes nearer the 
Form of the Ancient Church, following 4 mid 
dle way between thoſe who have offended bath 
in exceſs and defet# 


The next Authority for us is: the learned 


to the Church of England, but rather the 
contrary. He lays, 1 am ſure the Engliſh 
Liturgy, the Rite of laying 0n of Hands ov 
Children in memory of Baptiſm, the Anthoth- 
ty of Biſhops, of Synods conſiting of none' but 
the Clergy , &c do fafſietently- agree to the 
Orders of the Ancient Church ; from which 
we cannot deny but we have departed both is 
France «ud Holland. See: Grotias ad Bod 
flaer, Ep. 62. p. 21. | 
The next is the famous Lad. Cpelus, who 
was a famous Prexch Divine of the Reform» 
ed Church, and Divinity Profeſſor in a fas 
mou$, Proteſtant Univerſity. © This Man 
lived to hear of our Independent Set in Eng- 
tand, and writ moſt Learnedly againſt 'ew, 
Says he, When miraculous Gifts ceaſed, there 
was a neceſſity for Liturgies, which were uſed 
in the Firſt IV. Ages uncorrupted ;| but after- 

wards Corruptions were introduced by the fol 
lowing Popes. But upon the Reformation the 
Liturgy was purned from all ts Corruptions, 
aud has been happily uſed in the ſeveral Re- 
| form'd 


Lg 


'k 


farwsd Cherches, Ons pood 
mraſe Jompalt, (rf eratight, 
| ning 
| therto uſexl wy that Church, but | 
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_ 


both it; andl. <aqra greg NG 
utterly aboliſbed; vn place x would 
4 that, which. they call their Darefory 


alſo; and —_— = = 

DireQtory. - And how gidiculous it 15:t0 
poſe, That we have that ary 'Gitt 

.\of Prayer, that they had in 'the Apoſties 
days, and ſome little time after. ©? Iwere 
too long/to put it all down here, I will re- 
ferr you to Dr, Comber's Defence of biter- 
gies, I. Part, pag. 325. and will go.0n-to 
{hew the'Opinion of ſome of the moſt Emi- 

, nent of our own Diflenters-concernmg our 
Common-Prayer. - 

Mr. Baxter r his Theo Man's Die 
Book, 'pag. 436. ſays, Do not peeviſply pic 
Ws the Prayers of the Church, nor 
come to them.with humourſome prejudice, -&C. 
And-in'bis Preface to the ſame Book, he fays, 
he mightily approves of Forms of Oe 

| eQ 


| | 
| neceflary for 'the: 
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cher, That none at this dey comes nearer the 
Form of the Ancient Church, following « wid- 
dle way between thoſe who have offended both 
in exceſs and defets. 


- The next Authority for us-is the learned 
| Grotins, who 'tis certain had no Obligation 


to the Church of England, but rather the 
contrary. He ſays, 1 am ſure the Engliſh 
Liturgy, the Rite of laying 0n of Hands 'on 
Children in memory of Baptiſm, the Anthoth 
#1 of Biſbopr, of Symode conſting of none bu 
the Clergy , &&c. do fnſfietently-- agree to the 
Orders of the Ancient Church ; from” which 
we cannot deny- but we have departed both in 


ry, Ep. 62. p. 21. | 
he ages is the famous Lad. Capelius, who 
was'a famous Prench Divine of the Reform» 
ed Church, and Divinity Profeſſor in a fa» 
mous, Proteſtant Univerſity. © This Man 
lived to hear of our Independent Set in Eng- 
tand, and writ moſt Learnedly againſt 'em, 
Says he, When miraculous Gifts ceaſed, there 


was a neceſſity for Liturgies, which were uſed 
in the Firſt IV. Ages uncorrupted ; but after- 


wards Corruptions were introduced by the fol 
lowing Popes. But upon the Reformation the 


 Litwrgy was purned from all its Corruptions, 


aud has been happily uſed in the ſeveral Re- 
| form'd 
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France s»d4 Holland. See: Grotiae ad Bod 
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forw'd Charches, 
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alſo; 'and' 

DireQory. . And how gidiculaus it 15:06 ſup- 

poſe, That we have that extraerdinary \Gitt 

.iof Prayer, 'that they had in 'the Apolties 
days, and {ome little time after. ©* were 
too long/to put it all down here, I will ite- 
ferr you to Dr, Comber's Defence of bL3tar- 
gies, II. Part, pag. 325. and will go-0n-to 
{hew the'Opinion of ſome of :the moſt Emi- 

nent of our own Diſſenters-concernimg our 
Common-Prayer. - 

Mr. Baxter in his Poor Man's Family 
Book, pag.3 36. ſays, Do not peeviſph pick 
quarrels with the Prayers of the Church, nor 
come to them with humourſome prejudice, -&C. 
And-in'bis Preface to the ſame Book, he fays, 
he mightily approves of Forms. of A 

| £9 
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See Dr, Owen tothe ſame purpoſe, his Even 
gelical Love, page $440 12 1 nn 

_- And Mr. Baxterin:his) Dsſpuce of Liturgi, 
Prop. 10. ſays farther, That the coin 
diſuſe of Forms is \apt to breed 4 giddineſs in 
Religion, and may make Mew. Hypocrites,” who 
 delade themſelves: with comceits, . that they de- YN dc 
light in God, when "tis but in thoſe Novelties i t0 
and wariety of Expreſſions that they are delighted," 
-See alſo Gifford, a Non-Conformiſt, his Ain» Ill n« 
{wer to Greenwood; he writ a whole Trea- K to 

[ 'tife, proving the lawfulneſs of read Prayer. } ht 

-. And now. I have ſhew'd, that Praying I 

- by: Forms has been'uſed by the Saints inthe I in 
| : Ola Teſtament, enjoyned by Chriſt ia the il v 

| : New, praCtiſed by all the Holy Fathers and 
| Devout Chriſtians who lived ever fince the Il 0 

li firſt ſetling of che Church 3 and is now al- I E 
| lowed and praQtiſed in all the regular Pro- I S 

t ' teſtant Churches, and approved by ſome of 
the moſt Eminent of our own Diſſenters. Let 


0 
any Man now in his right Reaſon” judge, , I !! 
whether praying by Forms be ſo wicked, I u 
and abominable_ a thing as moſt of our Dif-' I | 
. enters make -it. - One of the Non-Confor- |} | 
miſt Miniſters, in a Book which he Pub- I} { 
liſh'd not many Years ſince, ſpeaking of 
Forms of Prayer, calls it, That pitiful con- 
temptible thing, called Uniformity in Words, 


and 
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ind Syllables, and Phraſes; which was never 


deſired of (Gzod, nor ever entered into his or 
his Sos beart.. ' Let the World judge now, 
whether uling Forms of Prayer, &c. be this 
pitiful, contemptible thing: they are pleaſed 
to tnake it, .or.the' Books that; contain. them 
deſerve no better uſage from Chriftians,.than 
to be burat in the Streets, by cthe-Common 
Hangman. . In the days of Jul;an there was 
never any thing done more wicked ,; than 
to burn the-'Holy Bible: But even to, that 
height are thoſe who call, themſelves Chr:- 
ftians arrived already, ing gur Neighbour- 
ing Kingdom : if thele * 7 be lattered, 

what muft'we think will follow.- . © --. 
But the main..Text. of Scripture, which 
our Diffenters rely: on; for to defend; their 
Extempore Prayers is, Roms. viy. 26. , where 
St. Paul ſays, The Spirit heipeth your Infir- 
mities; _ and therefore they 6 6" they 
ought to uſe: no outward helps. But I have 
ſhew'd before, That outward helps are to be 
uſed, as Kneeling, lifting up-the Hands and 
Eyes, &c. So that 'tis plain they miſtake this 
Text of Scripture, And 'tis-evident they do 
ſo, for that all the Fathers, and the moſt Emis 
nent Men of ' the Church, as Calvin, Lu- 
ther, &c. whenever they recommended the 
ule of Lirurgies, they gave this Reaſon for 
G / it 
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| it among others, To. prevent the incoave- 


niences which ſome Mens folly would be- 
tray them to in their uſing raſh and un- 
premeditated Prayers: Now. if the Spirit 
helpeth our Infirmities in the ſence that 
our Diſfenters will have it : How come all 
theſe learned Men; yea, and Mr. Baxter him- 
ſelf, &c. to recommend Forms as neceſſ 
for the helping of our Infirmities, and {6 
make .the Holy- Spirit inſufficient ? Shall 
we believe that all theſe learned Men did 
not underſtand. the meaning of that Text 
ſo wen as ſprne or our 4 raggers, do ?” *Tis 
very likely that St. Auguſtine and St. Chry- 
ſoffim (who liv'd Sir Apoltles us 
by above Twelve Hundred Years, than a 
ny of our Non-conformiſts) might have 
underſtood the Apoſtles meaning, betrer than 
any of them.; Now let us hear what their 
ſence was of theſe words of St. Paul, We  _. 
know not what to pray for, as we ought, but A 
the Spirit helpeth our Infirmitics. St. Aups  » 
«ad Prob. Ep. 121. p. 129. will not gract £N 
that any Chriſtians wanted the Spirit to help F 
them with words and expreſſions: For he | _ 
ſays, Tt is not credible that the Apoſtle or 5 
they to whom he wrote were ignorant of 
the Lord's Prayer. And therefore they. 
muſt neceſſarily have known what to have P 
' prayd 
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o 
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pyra'd for; "Rs ot theſe words , (The 
Spirit” helpeth our Iſelin he tells us 
muſt be expounded, of the. Spirit's giving 
us - patience not to pray. abſolutely Fo þ 
delivered out of our afMictions, but in G 


due time. And St. Chryſatom in fore" 


14. in 8. Rom. þ. 120, lays, That there was 
« miratuloys gift of Prayer in the Apoſt tes 
days ; - to -whigh St. Paw! alluded 4n thoſe 
ak 3 (The Spirit hel &th , ret) 
Bur he tells us there, that 'twas ceas'd 108 
ſince, that is, before- his days, tho" he liv? 
in the - fourrh Century ; {o that whatever 
the Apoſtles meaning was. thenz it can no 
ways be taken in the ſence . our. Diſſenters 
would haye itz nor does it condemn pge- 
ſcribed Forms, now that that miraculous 
gift of Payer is ceaſed.  : : 
But were there no other Argument 4 
gainſt rhe uſe of extempore Prayers in poles | 
Aſſemblies, than the 1NCONVENIENCY © f chem, 


*twere ſufficient-to rejeQ themt *Tis im- 


poſhble that Order or Unity can be py- 
ſerv'd in any Church; where every Con- 
gregation hath liberty to Worſhip Ged in 
a different way from al] the teſt ; one Mj- 
niſter praying for one thing; and another 
perhaps for the quite contrary at the ſame 
time, according to their different judgtnenes 


G 2- -ant 


we 4 


' 
| 
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and intereſts, as was uſual in the late timg, © tha 
when that extempore way was us'd. Beſides, © for! 
in great Congregations, *tis impoſſible that © of - 
all' the People ſhould keep their attention I . 1 


-{o well fixr on an extempore Prayer to which If tha 
: they are utter ſtrangers, as on a Prayer to I val 
which they have been accuſtom'd :- For I pre 


how can they 'join with the | Miniſter in If fo! 
every Petition 2s they ought to do, till they I Fre 


\have reflected a little upon what it was I he 
- he faid, for when the Miniſter 1s left to-his I 109 


own Fancy in his Prayer, *tis very like he If his 
may either through - miſtake or wilfully I ne! 
come out with ſome Petition that all not 
hearers cannot join with him in : So that I be- 
*tis neceſſary for every one of the Congre- I Ar 
gation to watch every expreſſion, and re '% 
flett alittle on it, before he conſent to it. In M Le 
the mean time, the eloquent Paſtor to ſhew I /«t 
his extraordinary Gift of Prayer, runs away I th: 
with the buſineſs, as if his Tongue was in 
deed the Pen of a ready writer. . Thus the 
poor People muſt. cither be left behind, or 
join with him at random. 

Another inconveniency which attends 
extempore Prayer, is, That *tis impoſſible for 


to retain all his wants, and the wants and 
nece{Þrics of the People fo in his Mind, but 
= | that” 


/ 
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that 'ſomething or, other, | will, very | oft-be 
s, | forgotten, which may be avoided by uſing 
hat © of a. well compog'd Form... 

on But again, ;Can , we reaſonably -imagine 
ch I that - God: Almighty. can! be | pleas'd with - 
yain repetitions ,-and with. bald/, and. .un- 
proper,, and (too often) nonſenſical expreſ- 
ſons ſuch as uſually attend their extempore 
Prayers ? | Doubtleſs he .cannot z-for. where 
he has given] udgment, and Wit, and E-. 
loquerice, he. expeQts it. ſhould, be us 

his Service, , as well as in our;worldly be 
neſs. - .Our ; Saviour bids us, When we pray, 
not. to uſe vain repetitions, nor. think ta-be 
beard for , our much ſpeaking, Matth: 6:7, 
And Solomon, Eeedeſ.' 5. 15) 2<; Tays z Keep 
thy | feet when 1thou DF y 4.90 ; houſe -of the 
Lord; - and 'lerwet 'r4 thy mouth and 
let not - thine + heart be haſty 4$0;; utter - any 
thingo before God," for God is ,in Heaves 
and thou 0n Earth, therefore let: thy . words he 
few. How agreeable now-this DoQrine -is 
to the-praRtice of the Diſſenters, in, their raſh 
approaching}-40,Gad' with-/a long inconl- 
derate Prayer, let.any, Man,qudge. When 
they made their Addreſſes to: the late King 
THe ; they drew-it-up -with/all'the-cau- 
tion and premeditation; imaginable; and:&- 
very Sentence was carefully conſidered on. by 
G z leverl 
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feveral of ' the © beſt Heads amotig 'them, 
but they addreſs the great Kitig of Heayen, 
with rhe raſh and” incorſiderate expreſſions 
pf 6ne Petſon,and he perhaps, a weak ofietvo, 
''7Bur ſome of them ſay, Why ſhould not 
Miniſters he tied to « For. 6f Preaching, as 
well as of Praying f Why ſure, thete is4 
preat deal "of Lifference' between Preac 
and Praying : Preaching is diteQted toa Con 
rat Fro is made up of ſeveral People, 
who have different Capacities and Appi 
henſions,and therefore requiredifferent Phi I © 
&'and Arguments to movethetn. Some'are © þ 
drawn with'one- Arguttient, ſome with 's I 

ſ 
| 
( 


Aorher, ſome apprehend «Man's meaning 
by one Expreſſion, ſore by another;-a&- 
xording as they are ſuited to theit ſeveral 
"Capacities j. fo that *tis- impoſſible to frank 
v Form in Preaching, to anſwer allthek MI | 
ends. ' But Prayers are_direQted ro one'Gol, NN | 
who is always the ſame; and-not to be ples IU 
#ed- with variety of Phraſes. © 08 I 
i... ſhall conclude this Pointe with this obſer 
yarion, That thoſe whis'are moſt invererate 
againſt Praying: by Forms,” do daily uſe'the 
Jame individual Form themſelves, word for 
word, throughout the whole year, as any one 
| gs frequent their publick /or private Meet- 
gs, mayoblerve. 05 on GP 
— | Fhe 
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The Third fort of Pleas which the DiC 


ſenters uſe: for Separating are ſuch as relate 
or 


to their Conſciences : For, fay they, What 
tho% the Terms of Communion with the 
Church of Exgland be lawful, ſince we can- 
not ſatisfy our Conſciences, that ard Ga 
ſo? We muſt not at againſt our Conſtien- 
ces, for that were (in in us. For St, Peel 
ſays, Let every one be fully perſwaded in hs 
ovn mind, Rom. 14. 

Bur I anſiver firſt, this Scripture is meant 


of indifferent things, and no- other as ap- . 


pears by the coherence gf the words with the 
whole Chapter: For the Apoſtle is there 
ſpeaking . of Meats, Times, Days, &c. and 
blames *the Romggs for condemning 
quatrelling' with*6ne another abour them. 
But Secondly,  *Tis FT, 
plain that * Scruples of 
Conſcience will not ex- ;6..; 
cuſe from fitt; in foie. he 


by all, that CONRg 
will not excule from Conjcier 
ſin, uoleſs all proper Fine i in ju © ace 
helps and means are "the 

us'd to inform our Judg- !*4/n on 7 


4; well Jawful as nor. 


7% a 


. not : 
A doubting 
Conſcience, is when the _Con- 
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ments, and to come to. the; right know Il 2s v 
ledge of the thing ſ{crupled ;' This Mr. Bax I Pres 
ter Qwng in his Diſpute of Church Govern. do t 
ment, p. 483. where he ſays, That if « Mas by t 
through ignorance or prejuaice, takes unlawful Wl ther 
things to be lawful, or lawful things ta be MW | 
lawfaut, this will not exeuſe him in bss 4 enG 
bedience. Suppoſe. then for Inſtance, thai 
the Magiſtrate 1mpoſes a. thing which' he © Co 
lawfully may impole ; as that all Men ſho be. 
begin the publick., Worſhip at an hour, and ' anc 
end at an hour. The Quakers, they lay, I for 
This .is ſtinting of the Spirit, and, therefore 
ſinful, and that they cannqt in" Conſcience 
-Commiunicate with us, till it .be remov'd, 
I will ask a Presbyterian or.. Independent, 
wherher this be a ſinfþl_ Separation. ar 
not, they will own-.it-1s, notwithſtanding 
their pretended.Scruple of Conſcience : Far 
the ſin muſt needs lie ſome where, either 
thoſe who impoſe the thing, or on thole 
who ſeparate ; 'not 'on thoſe who impos'd' 
it, | becauſe they allow the thing injoyn'd 
to be lawful, therefore it mult be on thoſe 
. who ſeparate, becauſe they do not inform 
themſelves truly 'of the lawfulneſs of the 
thing '{crupled. .. And indeed, if a bare 
- Scruple of Conſcience will juſtify Separati- 
on, the Anabaprtilts and all other Sets, may 
:- of 


tr 
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2s well yuſtify. their  Separation- from the 
Presbyterians and Independents, as they can 
do theirs from the Church of Eng/end. And 
by the ſame Rule, we, may ſubdivide, till 
there be as many, Religions As Men. 


I grant that the Obligations -of Conſcis 


ene are the greateſt that can be, and-to 
at againſt the clear DiQtates of. a Man's 
Conſcience, is a very great{in ;,. but this muſt, 
due care 

and diligence has been us'd to reQify and in; 
form it, . And then what isthis/ to the 
caſe. of our Difſeaters ? , Do. they one 
from the Church out of pure,Conſcience ? - 
Jes, ſay they, doubtleſs we.do':- But have they 

us'd; all proper; means to inform their nd. 
ments, and come#ro. the knowledge of the 
truth? Surely, they. will not. {ay they have. 
Are not the. greateſt part of the Difſenters 
a2 poor illiterate fort of People, who know- 
nothing of the: Controverlig - between us, 
nor ever trouble. their , heads about'it ; but 
will go to the Meetings, becauls their Fathers 
and. ER .did. {o, before them, and will 
rail at the: Church, tho? ask them what is - 
amils 1a it ſeriouſly , and- they cannot tell 
you... And as for! thoſe few of -the better 


| fort among them, who perhaps, have had 


greater adyanbagek of Education, is it not 
remark- 


© remarkable that they Read and Cotiverk al. 
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together on one fide, and aſſociate themſUves 
into Clabs and Cabals of ſach who are 'of I] par! 
the ſame Qpinton with themſelves, but a- I tero 


' void all occaſions of creating the leaſt int I tent 


macy with any who differ from them in O- £ Du 
pun And if any ſhall but offer. toi I int 
rm them, tho' in never ſo peaceable and I anc 
friendly a manfer, does it nor prove the oc- I 110 
caſion of an eternal Quarrel ? or at leaſt pit £ M 
a ſtop to any farther intimacy between them? I Ar 
Is not this truly the caſe among them? T ap. I aff 
peal to their own Confſciences, whether this bis 
truth which Ihy. How can theſe Men I or 
then that they have us'd all propet I #r' 
means to ſatisfie their Conſciences ? They | #t 
whoreally ſcruple things out-of tenderneſs of © =: 
Conſcience, would be .ſincerely willing to  VW 


- be better inform'd, and would look upon © Sc 


them as their beſt Friends who endeavour © or 


to inform them, but inſtead of this, they fly © w 
out into rage and violent Paſſions apai C 
thoſe who offer to remove their Scruples, | cl 


and for their kindneſs, retfirn moſt reproach. ll 5 
ful, bitter Language, both on the Perſons,tho' £ t! 
never ſo Eminent, and the thing tho? never £- {+ 
fo Sacred ;- which is viſible in all their:Books 
of Controverſie. And even in common Dif- 
courſe, How difficult is it ts obtain a 
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Zeal of many of our Difſenters ſo much truce 
as to heat what one can fay to themy-with 
patience and civility ? They tell us in plain 
terms we may ſpare out breath, and not pre- 
tend to teach them, they- underſtand 'cheir 
Duty better than we do; They are ſatisfied 
in their owti/minds that they are in'the right, 
and will not be wheedled our of their Opi- 
nion, by-all that we can ſay, Thises truth, 
Mr. Baxter himſelf has own'd as much in his 
Anſwer to Dr. Stillingfleet, p. 51; where he 
affirms in his own name;' and the'name-of 
his People; That he who rhtnks that his own 
or others -ytaſcnings will evey change all the 
truly honeſt Chriſtians in the Land, knows ſo 
little of Matters, or of Men, or of Conſcience, 
as that he is #ot fit tobe # Biſbop or «Prieſt. 
What will they ſay now to- this, will-their 


| Scruples-of Conſcnce excuſe their Separati- 


on and Diſobedience, when ?cis evident they 
will not uſt the proper means to ſatisfie their 
Conſciences ?.' Nay farther, When they"de- 
clare *tis needleſs. to go about to remove their 


 Scruples; for- they are* reſbly'd beforehand 


they will i0tbe convintd?'Lerno Man ſay 


- fo for ſhame; *tis/ againſt common Reaſon, 


and the Opinion of all learned Men and e- 
vea of Mr; Baxter himſelf. 
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But we will ſuppoſe for once, that every 
particular Difſenter has done his'utmoſt in« 
deavour to fatisfie his Conſcience, . and that 
after all they cannot conquer their Scruples,; 
What then.? Muft they | therefore proceed 
to Separation ? : No, this was never allowed 
by. Chriſt nor - his Apoſtles, .nor by any 
Chriſtian Church ſince-their time, not even 
by ous. Diſſenters - themſelves ' heretofore, 
Our Saviour himſelf did not feparate 'from 
the Jewiſh Church, "though there were'ma- 
ny things amils- in it, nor adviſe others'to 
do ſo, lays Vines, a. Non-Conformilt, in his 
Book- on the Sacrament, pag. 39. In. the 
Apoſtles days we find there were ſome wha 
ſcrupled ſome. things that were ' enjoin'd, 
but notwithſtanding-the difference of Men's 
Judgments, and their pretended Scruples of 


Conſcience, the Apoſtles did preſcribe Rules 


of Uniformity, and-allow'd none; to Sepas 


rate from the Church, and frequent Meet- 


ings of their own ſetting up,: becauſe they 
could not conquer - their Scruples. And 


this very Argument did the Aſſembly of Di> + 


vines at Weſtminſter, Anno Dom. 1648. uſe 
againſt their Duſſenting} Brethren, the [nde- 
pendents, who pleaded for Separagion' upon 
the account of Conſcience, as the Diſſenters 


do now. See Papers for Accommodation, pag. 
111. 
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111. And when the Independents told them 
they could not fatisfie their Confciences fo as 
to Conform to- their Church Government + 
and therefore begg'd, That they may be al- 
low'd KPSrnne Congregitipns, '« the Afembly 

politively refuſed it, and urged them to Con- 
form to their way of Worſhip, &c. and 


charged them with Schiſm if they did not ; 


For, ſay they, To deſire ſeftrate Congreg ati- - 


ons,” s 1" thoſe parts"of W, orſhip where they 


own F114» + 92 join with us, 1s very unreaſon- 


able ; for's '-naermeſi of Conſcience may juſtifie 
pew:Commmaniow in the thing ſcrupled, but it 
tannot juſtifie a Separation : See the. Papers 
for ACcoinmodation, pag. 20, 21, 22, 51 I, 
For if it (bould, fay they, #t then would make 
way for infinite Diviſions, and ſub-Diviſions, 
and prve 1066 ag fo perpetual Schiſm in 
the Church, 1b. p. 68, 73, &c. And then 
the Aſſembly juſtifie "themſelves in ſo do- 
ing, by the pradtice of the Saints in the 
Apoſtles days: For they tell them, they de- 
ſire no more of them hereby, than what 
they were confident was practiſed by the 
Saints at Philippi; namely, To hold pradti- 
cal Communion in things wherein they Dottri- 
nally agreed, ib. p. 115, So that if the judg- 
ment of their own Brethren ina full Alſem- 
bly, muly be -taken upon the moſt weighty 
Debate 


ud - 
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ments,. and to come to the right know: 
ledge of the thing ſcrupled ;' This Mr. Bax 
ter Qwns in his Diſpute of Church Govern- 
merit, p. 483. where he ſays, That if « May 
through ignorance or prejuaice, takes unlawful 
things to be laivful, or lawful things to be un- 
lawful, this will not excuſe him in bis diſs 
bedience. Suppoſe then for Inſtance, that Ill af 
the Magiſtrate 1mpoſes a- thing which he I Ct 
lawfully may impoſe ; as that all Men ſhould W be 
begin the publick. Worſhip at an hour, and I ar 
end 'at an hour. The Quakers, they fay, I & 
This .is ſtinting of the Spirit, and, therefore M- c: 
finfol, and that they cannqgt in Conſcience Ill fi 
-Commiunicate with us, till it be remov'd, I » 
I will ask a Presbyterian or. Independent, Ill 1 
whether this be a ſinfÞl| Separation, or ill 1 
not, they will own .1t-is, notwithſtanding Il 1 
their pretended.Scruple of Conſcience : Far 
the ſin muſ} needs lie ſome where, either 
thoſe who impoſe the thing, or on thoſe 
who {eparate ; not on- thoſe who impos'd 
it, ' becauſe they allow the_ thing injoyn'd 
to be lawful, therefore it muſt be on thoſe 
.who ſeparate, becauſe they do not inform 
themſelves truly 'of the lawfulneſs of the 
thing ſcrupled. And indeed, if a bare 
\ Scruple of Conſcience will juſtify Separatt- 
on, the Anabaprlts and all other Sects, may 
- 
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2 well juſtify their Separation from the 
Presbyterians and Independents, as they can 
do theirs from the Church of England. And 
by the ſame Rule, we. may ſubdivide, till 
there be as many, Religions as Men. 
\ TI grant that the Obligations of Conſci« 
ende are the greateſt that can be, and- to 
i& againſt the clear DiQtates of a Man's 
Conſcience, is a very great ſin ;, but this muſt 
' be meant of a Conſcience when all due care 
and diligence has been us'd to reCtify and in- 
form it, And then what is.this to the 
caſe of our Difleaters ? Do they ſeparate 
from the Church out of pure Conſcience ? 
d, WW yes, ſay they, doubtleſs we do : But have they 
K usd all proper means to inform their judg- 
ments, and come#to the knowledge of the 
truth? Surely. they will not {ay they have. 
Are not the greateſt part of -the Difſenters 
a poor illiterate fort of People, who know- 
nothing of the _ Controverſie between us, 
nor ever trouble. their , heads about it ; but 
will go-to the Meetings, becauſe their Fathers 
and Mothers, did. {o before them, and will 
rail at the Church, tho? ask them what is - 
amils 19 it- ſeriouſly , and they cannot tell 
you. , And as for! thoſe few. of the better 
| fort among them, who perhaps, have had 
| greater advantages. of Education, is it not 
remark- 
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remarkable that they Read and Cotiverſe al- 
together on one ſide, and aſſociate themſelves 
into Clabs and Cabals of ſuch who are of 
the ſame Qpinton with themſelves, but a- 
_ void all occaſions of creating the leaſt inti- 
macy with any who differ from them in O- 
inion? And if any ſhall but offer. to in- 
orm them, tho' in never ſo peaceable and 
friendly a manher, does it not prove the oc- 
caſion of an eternal Quarrel ? or at leaſt put 
a ſtop to any farther intimacy between them ? 
Is not this truly the caſe among them? I ap+ 
.peal to their own Conſciences, whether this 
e truth which Tiay. How can theſe Men 
pretend then that they have us'd all proper 
means to ſatisfie their Conſciences ? They 
whoreally ſcruple things out-of tenderneſs of 
Conſcience, would be .ſincerely willing to 
- be better inform'd, and would look upon 
them as their beſt Friends who efdeavyour 
to inform them, but inſtead of this, they fly 
out into rage and violent Paſſions againſt 
thoſe who offer to remove their Scruples, 
and for their kindneſs, retfirn moſt reproach- - 
ful, bitter Language, both on the Perſons,tho' 
never ſo Eminent, and the thing tho* never 
fo Sacred : which is viſible in all their:Books 
of Controverſie. And even in common Dil- 
courſe, How difficult is it ts obtain T_ 
ca 
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Zeal of many of our Difſenters ſo much truce 
as to heat what one can fay to them, with 
patience and civility ? They tell us in plain 
terms we may {pare out breath, and not pre- 
tend to teach them, they underſtand their 
Duty better than we do;; They are ſatisfied 
in their own minds that they are in the right, 
and will not be wheedled out' of their Opi- 
nion, by-all that we can ſay. Thisss truth, 
Mr. Baxter himſelf has own'd as'much in his 
Anſwer to Dr. Stillingfleet, p. 51; where he 
affirms in his own name, and the name- of 
his People, That he who thinks that his own 
or others yeaſonings will evey change all the 
truly honeſt Chriſtians in the Lind, knows ſo 
little of Matters, or of Men, or of Conſcience, 
as that he is not fit to be # Biſbop or a Prieſt. 
| What will they ſay now to this, will their 
Scruples of Conſcrnce excuſe their Separati- 
on and Diſobedience, when *cis evident they 
will not uſe the proper means to fatisfie their 
Conſciences ? Nay farther, When they de- 
clare 'tis needleſs.to go about to remove their 
Scruples, for they are refolv'd beforehand 
they will not be convintd? Letno Man ſay 
ſo for ſhane, *ris- againſt common Reaſon, 
and the Opinion of all learned Men, and e- 
vea of Mr. Baxter himſelf, 


But | 
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But we will ſuppoſe for once, that every 
particular Difſenter has done his utmoſt in- 
deavour to ſatisfie his Conſcience, and that 
after all they cannot conquer their Scruples ; 
What then ? Muſt they therefore proceed 
to Separation ? No, this was never allowed 
by. Chriſt nor - his Apoſtles, nor by any 
Chriſtian Church ſince their time, not even 
by ous. Diſſenters - themſelves heretofore. 
- Our Saviour himſelf did not ſeparate from 
the Jewiſh Church,” though there were ma- 
ny things amiſs in it, nor adviſe others to 
do ſo, ſays YVizes,, a Non-Conformiſt, in his 
Book- on the Sacrament, pag. 39.' In. the 
Apoſtles days we find there were ſome who 
ſcrupled ſome. things that were enjoin'd, 
but notwithſtanding{the difference of Men's 
Judgments, and their pretended Scruples of 
Conſcience, the Apoſtles did preſcribe Rules 
of Uniformity, and-allow'd none to Sepa- 
Tate from the Church, and frequent Meet- | 
ings of their own ſetting up, becauſe they 
could not conquer their Scruples. And 
this very Argument did the Aſſembly of Di- 
vines at Weſtminſter, Anno Dom. 1648. uſe 
_ againſt their Diflenting Brethren, the [nde- 
| pendents, who pleaded for Separation upon 
the account of Conſcience, as the Difſenters 


do now. See Papers for Accommoaation, pag. 
I1l. 
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111. And when the Independents told them 
they could not fatisfie their Confciences ſo as 
to Conform to: their Church Government > 
and therefore begg'd, That they may be al- 

| low'd leparate Congregations, the Afembly 
politively refuſed it; and urged them to Con- 
form to their way of Worſhip, &c. and 
charged them with Schiſm if they did not ; 
For, izy they, To deſire ſefttrate Congreg ati- 
| ons,' i /" :'oſe parts of Worſhip where they 
own ti 1 join with us, #s very unreaſon- 
able ; for 'rarrnefs of Conſcience may juſtifie 
non-Commu, on 1n the thing ſcrupled, but it 
cannot jiultifie a Separation : See the Papers 
for Accoinmodation, pag. 20, 21, 22, 51,0. 
For if it (hould, ſay they, it then would make 
way for infinite Diviſions, and ſub-Diviſions, 
and prve countenance to perpetual Schiſm in 
the Church, 1b. p. 68, 73, &c. And then 
the Afﬀlembly juſtite themſelves ia ſo do- 
ing, by the practice of the Saints 1n the 
Apoſtles days : For they tell them, they de- 
ſire no more of them hereby, than what 
they were confident was prattiſed by the 
Saints at Philipp: ; namely, To hold pratti- 
cal Communion in things wherein they Dottri- 
nally agreed, 1b.p.115. S0 that if the judg- 
ment of their own Brethren in a full Aſlem- 
bly, may. be-taken upon the moſt weighty 
| Debate 
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Debate and ſerious Deliberation ; their ſet- 
ting up ſeparate Meetings, and forſaking the 
Church upon the account- of ſome Scruples 
which they pretend they cannot conquer, is 
- Sinful and Schiſmatical: | 

And when the Aſſembly of Divines was 
pigſled farther by . their Difſenting Brethren, 
they deſired them to anſwer in this one thing, 
Whether ſonie maſt be denyed the liberty of their 
Conſcience in matters of prattice or none? If 
. 2ope, then (lay they) we muſt Reyounce our 
Covenant, and let in Prelacy again, and al 
other ways : If a denial of Liberty to ſome may 
be juſt, then Uniformity may be ſettled not- 
withſtanding Men's different Judgments or 

pretence of Conſcience, Papers tor Accommo- 

* dation, pag. 116, 

Agreeable hereto. is the practice of the 
Izdependents themſelves, where they have 
- the power ; as 1n New-Exgland, no Separa- 
tion 1s there allow'd upon the account of 
Scruples of Conſcience, as appears 'by their 
Book of Statutes which they have lately 
Printed ; and by their telling Mr. W:illzams, 
a famous Miniſter among them, that if no- 
thing will {erve him but Separation, becaule 
he could not conquer his Scruples, The 
World was wide enough ; and ſo away they 
 'bani{Þ'd them 4n the midſt of hd 
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From what has been ſaid it appears, That 
though there were ſome things amiſs inthe 
Church of Exg/and,, which our Diſſenters 
could not fatisfie their Conſciences about, 
yet this would not juſtifie Separation from the 
Church, though prrhape itmight (after due 
pains taken to- inform themſelves aright con» 
cerning them), juſtifie their non-Commu»- 
nion in the things ſcrupled. Now I will ſkew 
that there. is really no cauſe to forſake the 
Church of Ezg/and upon the account of Con; 
ſcience ; And'that all thoſe who do farſake 
the Church, and frequent ſeparate Meetings, 


are condema'd for Schiſmaticks.by the moſt 
* Eminent Divines of all the Reformed Chur- 


ches beyond. Seas, and by Mr. Baxter, Dr. 
Owen, Mr. Gifford, Corbet, and many other 


of rhe Non-Conformiſts themſelves hereto- ' 


fore. _= 

For, Firſt, they all agree, That no Man 
is obliged in Conſcience to ſeparate from 
any Church that is ſound in. DoQtrine, and 
has the Sacraments rightly and duly admi- 
niſter'd, The Scripture allows Separation 


only in theſe three caſes; Fir/ft, In caſe of 


Idolatrous. Worſhip. Secondly, In caſe of 
Falſe DoQtrine impoſed inſtead of True. 
And, Thirdly, In caſe things indifferent be 


made neceſlary to Salvation, But where 


theſe 


— C —__—_—  — —_ - _— 
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theſe Three are wanting, nothing will juſti- 


fie Separation. See Canon Nice. 6, 15, 16. 


Conſtant. c. 6. Cialced. 17, 20, 26. Antioch. 
c. 2, 5. Cod. Eccleſ. Afr. c. 53, 5%. Conc. 
Gangre. c. 6.+Conc. Carth, c. 10, 11. Cod. 


Can. Eccleſ. Univ. Can. 65. All theſe Ca- 


nons and many more do condemn Separati- 
on from a Church that is ſound in Doctrine, 
and has the Sacraments rightly and duly Ad- 
miniſtred. So does Calviz 1n his Inſt, 11b.4, 
c.1. zumb.qg. where he ſays, That great allow- 
ances ought to be made to ſuch Churches, 


by the Example of the Apoſtolical Churches. 


And, bid. Set. 10. he lays, That the Lord 
efteem'd him a runnagade, and forſaker of Reli- 


gion, whoſoever he be, that ſeparated fro- 


waraly from any Chriſtian Society, which im- 
braceth but the true Miniſtry of the Word and 
Sacraments, And, ibid. Sed. 12, he fays, 


That though ſomething that is faulty may creep 


in, either in the Adminiſtration of the Word of 
of the Sacraments, yet we ought not to ſeparate 
us from the. Communion of that Church ; For, 
ſays he, there are principles of Religion, with» 
out which we cannot be ſaved; and there are 
other points in which Men may differ, . ahd yet 
the Unity of the Faith be kept. And, ibid, Seth. 
13. he ſays, It i not for every private Man 
to ſeparate from the Communios 'of a Church, 

though 
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tho" faulty in ſome things, &c. Beza in his 
Epiſt. 24.'p. 148, agrees. herein, ſo does Mon- 
fieur Dazlle, and ſeveral other of the Fo- 
reign Divines : See Dr. Srl. Miſch, of Se- 
par. 23. and 97. ſo does the Aſſembly of 
Divines, as I have juſt now ſhewn, and Pa- 
pers for Accommodation, p. 52. they declare 
farther, "That they look upon Separation from 
« true Chitrch, tho" ſomethings may be amiſs 
init, not as 4a fin of mere humane Infirmity 
but as, a wilfal and dangerous ſin. And Mr. 
Baxter.in his Poor Man's Family Book, þ. 347. 
tells us, Many Churches were blam'd in Scrip- 
ture, but none are requir'd to Separate from 
them. See the Anſwer to Dr, Stillingfleet”s 
Sermon by ſeveral Non-conformiſts, where 
they all acknowledge our Worſhip in the 
nature of it, to be 1atrinſecally good, and 
a total Separation from it ſinful, bd. p. 31. 
$0 then it ſeems {o long as a Church retains 
the Marks and Signs of a true Church, tho' 
there be many things amiſs in ſuch a' Church, 
Separation from it 1s ſinful. 

But what 1f open ſinners be admitted to 
the Communion before they have mage pub- 
lick Confeſſion of their Faules, as / is too - 


frequent in the Church' of Expland, muſt 
Ibe obliged ro communicate with ſuch? May 
1 not Separate" in _m caſe ? The Apoltle, 

| 1 Cor, 
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1 Cor. 5.11, 12, 13. bids us, If any that is 
cald a brother be a Fornicator, an Idolater, 
or Covetous, &c. with ſuch ſee that ye eat 
ot. T anſwer, That this very reaſon did 
the Donatiſts in St. Auguſtine's days give (a- 
mong others) for their Separation, and quo- 
ted the ſame Texts of Scripture, but they 
were condemn'd for Schiſmaticks as I ſhew- 
ed before. And St. Auguſtine and all the 
Catholick Biſhops did then agree that thelc 
Texts were meant only of Separation in heart, 


not in body. And therefore they ſay, Whes 


Juch a multitude offends as that the caſting 
of them out, woulda be in danger ta cauſe 4 
Schiſm, there they ounht to be tolerated, leaſt 
while ye go about to pull up the, tares, ye 
pull up the wheat alſo, therefore let them 
both grow together (lay they) till the harveſt, 
But when only a few are guilty of {canda- 
lous fins, there they ſay, Let not the ſeve- 
rity of Diſcipline ceaſe ;, but it mult not be 
ſo ſevere as to root up, but to, amend, Set 


Aug. lib. 3. againſt Permenian' a Dopatiſ 


Biſhop, ch. 3. /ib. 2. c. 18. 
And herewith agrees Calv. lib. 4. Iyſtit. 
c. 1, ſed. 13. where he ſays, That tho" fin 


ners be admitted to. Communion , we ought to 


keep our ſelves from their fellgwſhip, but nt. 


to Separate from the Church, Mr. Baxtet 
x lays 
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ſays the ſame in his Poor Man's Family Book, 

P. 347. and Vines, on the Sacrament, p. 39. 
But ſuppoſe the Parſon of the Parifh be 
weak,or a Man of a looſe' Converſation,and'T 
can hear a better Preacher elſewhere, anda 
Man of a more exemplary Holy Life, and 
Converſation, May not I go to that Church 
or Meeting where I find moſt Edification? 
No, For this ftill makes way for Schifms 
and Diviſions in the Chprch,”and therefore 
was never allow'd in any regular Church, 
provided the Parſon of the Pariſh be tole» 
rable. The Followers of Efathivs Sebaftenus, 
who ſeparated upon this” account in Paphs 
lagonia, were"condemnied of -Schiſm by the 
Council at Gargre. ; and ſee Calvir's Taffie. 
lib. 4. 6. 1. ſet. 13. to the'fame purpoſe. 
And indeed, "it is not *feafonable that' fo 
ignorant and proud, unpeaceable fort of Peo+ 
ple, as Mr. Baxter himſelf in his Satraleg. 
Difert. p. 102, &«, confeſſes the otdinary- 
ſort of zealous Profeſfors of Religion to' be; 
ſhou'd be at liberty to rend *and tear "A 
Church to pieces, out of a+ conceit of a pus 
rer way of: Worſhip, as if they knew what 
was better for . their Edification, than "the 
Wiſdom of.” the whole 'Nation” in ' Pacliz- 
ment, and the Governors. of the Church do. 
The pretence of greater Edification was ne- 
H 2 ver 
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ver- allow'd by the Diflenters themſelves 
heretofore, as a ſufficient cauſe for, Separa- 
tion, as appears by the Papers for Accommo- 
dation, and the Grand Debate, both Printed 
when the Aflembly of Divines fat at Weſt- 
minſter. Nor did Mr. Baxter ever allow of 
this to be a ſufficient cauſe for Separation, 
as appears by his-Care of Diviſsons, p. 39 z 


where he ſets forth the pernicious Conſe- 


quences of complying with the ungovern- | 


able and fattious Humours of the ordinar 
ſort of People who are ever apt to revile 


" the beſt and graveſt Miniſters, and follow 


the more conceited, and ſuch as afe of moſt 
Herce and bitter Spirits. And in his Poor 
Man's Family Book, p. 280. he ſays, For 
want of underſtanding \the right . Terms of 


Church Communion, how woful are- our Divi- 


fions, you muſt have Union and Communion' 


in Faith, and Love with all C briſffians ; Let 
your uſual Meeting be with the pureſt Chur- 
ches, if you lawfully may, and ſtill reſpect the 
publick good But ſometimes occaſionally Com- 
municate with defettive faulty Churches, ſo be 
it, they are true Churches, and put you not 


upon ſin : Think not that your preſence makes 


all the faults of Miniftry, Worſhip, or People 
tobe yours ( for then I would join with no 
Church in the World.) Diviſion is wounding, 


and 
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and tends to Death, abhor it as you love the 
Churches welfare or your own, &c, And a- 
gain, 2b. p. 330. If your Miniſter (lays he) 
be intolerable through Ignor ance, Hereſy or Ma- 
lignity, forſake him — ; but if he be to- 


lerable , though weak and cold; and if you 
cannot remove your dwelling, then publick Or- 
der, and your SouPs Edification muſt be join- 
ed as well as you can: In London, or other 
Cities, you may go ordinarily to another Pariſh 
Chnrch ; but in the Country, and where "twould 
be a great offence, you may one part of the 


day hear in one Pariſh, and another in the 


next, if there be a Man much fitter, but not- 
withſtanding, you muſt communicate with the 
Church you dwell in. And a little after, he 
lays, I adviſe you if there be Pariſh Chur- 
ches orderly ſettled under the Magiſtrates 
Conntenance , whoſe teachers are ſound, tho" 
an abler Miniſter ſhould gather a ſeparate. 
Congregation in the ſame place, out of that 
and other neighbouring Pariſhes, and ſhould 
have ſtriffer Communicants and Diſcipline, 
be not too forward to join your ſelf to that 
ſeparated Church, till you can prove that the 
burt that will follow by diſcord, offence, di- 
viſion, encouraging of Schiſms and Rride, &c. 
is not likely to be greater than your benefit 
can compenſate; but if this ſeparate Church 
bo 2 
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be a fattions Church, ſet up .contentiouſly as 
gainſt the Concordant Churches, tho" on pre- 
tence of greater purity, and if their Meetings 
be imploy'd in contemning and reviling other 
Churches whoſe People are not of their mind, 


and in puffing up themſelves with Pride, as 


if they were the only true Churches of Chriſt, 
avoid ſuch ſeparate Churches, as the enemies 
of. Love and Peace. And again, in the ſame 
Book, p. 336. he bids us, Not peeviſbly pick 
quarrels with the Prayers of the Church, nor 
come to thers with humorſome prejudice + think 
wot that you muſt ſtay away, or go ont of the 
Church for every paſſage that is aiſorderhy, 
wnmett, yea Or unſound or untrue; for the 
woras of Prayer are the work of Men, ani 
while all Men are fallible, imperfet# and 
finful, their Prayers and Preaching will be 
like themſelves, and he that is the higheſt 
pretender and the peeviſbeſt quarreller hath 
bis own failings, &C. 

_ Sothat if our Difſenters will allow their 
own Mr. Baxter to be a competent judge, 


'or any of the other learned Divines before- 


{aid, they muſt own, that geither the weak- 
neſs of, the Miniſtry, nor better Edificatr 
on, 1s a,ſufficient cauſe for Separation. 

| But there is another thing, ſay they, which 
makes it neceſſary for ys to ſeparate from 
| | the 


—_ a aw MA SR oe. a. £ 


_ ww; EE Ew EP www ww Ye Te =» * ge” ng ey Wa 


—_(n13) 
the Church of Ezgland, and that is the 
Oaths and Subſcriptions which they require 
from us, What ſays Mr. Baxter to this? 
Why, Mr. Baxter in his Poor Man's Family 
Book, p. 331. fays, If a Church in other 
reſpetts ſound require of you any falſe Sub- 


ſeriptions, Promiſes, or Oaths, or any un- 


lawful thing , you muſt net do-it, but hold 
Communion in other lawful things. It ſeems 
then he does not allow of Separation upon 


this account neither. 


The Scruples which Men make to the 
Oaths and Declarations, are grounded upon 


miſtakes, for that they 
take the words in a 
{trained and unnatural 
Sence. Whereas if they 
would remember what 
the famous Biſhop Sar- 
derſop tells us, De Turan. 
PrelefF. 6. :ſef. 12. Þp. 
177. And what all learn- 
ed Men do agree 1n, to 
wit, That in every Oath, 
all thoſe Conditions or 
Exceptions ought to be 
underſtood, which by right 
or common nſe, are im- 
plied in it, VIZ, as far 


3 Y 


Bus for the farther ſatiſ- 
ting of ſuch well-meaning 
Perſons as are ſcrupulous, 
"rwere much to' be wiſh'd 
that theſe Oaths, Subſcrip- 
tions, &c. and the other 
things required by the A& 
of Uniformity were alter- 
ed, and explained by A@& of 


Parliament according to the © 


Bill drawn up by the Dean 
of St. Pauls, which tbe Diſ. 
ſenters (eſpecially the Preſ- 
byterians) are willing 10 4- 
gree to, and have made 1he 
very ſame Propoſals them- 
ſelves in their Anſwer to 
Dr. Stillingfleet's Sermon, 
at the latter end. Vide. 


as I can; and 'tis 


lawful 
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lawful for me; things remaining in the ſame, 
ſtate, &c. With theſe Conditions, there js no- 
thing in theſe Oaths or Subſcriptions, that 
can reaſonably be ſcrupled; and without 
them, *tis impoſſible to frame an Oath that 
a Man can ſafely venter to ſwear to. 
Befides, though theſe Subſcriptions were 
ſufficient cauſe tor Separation, how can the 
Lay People juſtifie their Separation up- 
on this account? No ſuch Oaths or Sub- 
ſcriptions are required of them, they are on- 


' Jy required from the Miniſters. Why then 


o the People forſake the Church ? Is it in 
reverence to the Miniſters, leaft they ſhould 


| have none to Preach to? This is what they 


never could an{wer with any colour of Rea- 
ſon ; and therefore many of the Non-Con- 
formiſt Miniſters do frequently in diſcourſe 
fairly and honeſtly own, that the Terms of 
Lay-Communion with the Church of Ex- 
gland are eaſy enough, but the only thing 
they ſtick at is the terms of Miniſterial Com- 
munion. The only Anſwer that ever I 


| heard made to this, is in a Book call'd, Ar 
' Anſwer to Dr. Stillingfleet's Sermon, by ſome 


Non-Conformiſts, pag. 6. They tell us, That 
they muſt not juitine chemſelves in their 
Preaching, and leave the People in Schiſm ; 
(I muſt needs ſay, this was kindly done of 
| | | them, 
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them, for *twere very unfriendly in them 
to draw the poor filly People into Schiſm, 
and when they have done, to ſlip their own 
Necks out of the collar, and leave the Peo- 
ple in the lurch ; ) and therefore they quick- 
ly find an Anſwer to ſtop their Mouths , 
whom they knew would never examine it : 
Say they, we are Miniſters of Chriſt, and 
have a Commiſſion to Preach, and therefore 
the People may lawfully forſake che Church 
to hear us, for we muſt not Preach to the 
Stone Walls. But pray will this Reaſon 
juſtifie the People. in leaving their Pariſh 
Church, and their own lawful Miniſter, to 
run after a ſtranger, for fear he ſhould want 
a Congregation to Preach to? If the King 
ſhould give a Gentleman a Commiſſion to 
raiſe a Regiment, does this oblige Men that 
have formerly Liſted themſelves under other 
Officers, to leave their Service, and follow 
him? No, ſure. "There are in the Two 
Univerſities many Hundred young Men that 
are qualified for the Miniſtry, perhaps as 
well as moſt of the Non-Conformiſt Mini- 
ſters, and are not yet called to the Office, 
nor provided with Churches; ſuppoſe all 
theſe now were admitted 1nto Orders, and 
{catter'd all over the Kingdom, are the Peo- 
ple obliged to run away from their lawful 

| |  Maaniſter, 
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Miniſter, orderly ſet over them ; and divide 


the Pariſhes each perhaps into Three or Four, 
to furniſh all theſe new made Miniſters with 


Congregations to Preach to? An excellent 
contrivance this, of our Reverend Non-Con- 
formiſt Miniſters,to entail the Church Reve- 
nue upon them and their Succeſſors for ever, 
without being beholding to King, Biſhop, + 
or Patron ; and without any poſlibility of ever 
being cut. off or forfeited; all the Lawyers 
in England could not have deviſed ſo good 


- a ſecurity for them, as they have ſubtlely 


done here for themſelves. They may Preach 
what Doctrine they pleaſe, for the Govern- 
ment or againſt it ; they have a Commiſhon 
to Preach,and the People are therefore bound, 
they fay, to hear them. For Preaching and 
Hearing, they-lay, are Relatives, and the one 
does meceſſarily ſuppoſe the other. ?Tis true 
indeed, actual Preaching ſuppoſes Hearing, 
{o do actual Governours neceflarily ſuppoſe 
a People to be Govern'd : But a Commiſſion 
to Govern, does not neceſſarily ſuppoſe a 
People aCtually to be Govern'd ; for there 
may be Governours appointed and made, 
though there be then no People for them to 
Govern; as was reſolved by all the Judges 
of Exgland, in the Caſe of Sutron's Hoſpital, 


.Co. Rep. 10, fol. 32. a. $0 their Commuil- 
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ſion to Preach does not neceffarily draw with 
it People to be preached to,. but only war- 
rants their Preaching where *tis really want- 
ed, and when they can have People to Preach 
to without injuring. others, or diſturbing 
the -Peace of a ſettled true Chriſtian Church. 
But to ſay no more in a matter fo clear, I 


have already ſhew'd, that there lies no Ob-- 


ligation upon any Non-Conformiſt Miniſter 
to Preach in Emngland, and conſequently 
there can be no neceſſity for the People to 
hear them. 4 | 

The Oaths and Subſcriptions are required 
only of the Clergy, and is no more than 
what other Reformed Churches require of 
all theirs. By the Conſtitution of the French 
Church, every Miniſter that will not ſub- 
{cribe to the Orders among 'them, 1s to. be 
declared a Schiſmatick. And by the Conſti- 
tution of Geneva, any Miniſter that con- 
ctemans the Authority of their Church, or by 
his obſtinacy diſturbs the Order of it, ſhall 
be firſt ſummon'd before the Magittrate, and 
if that will not do, he ſhall be Excommu- 
nicated ; but no Separation allow'd. And 
Calvin ſays, Ep. Olewian. pag. 311,'& 122+ 
Let him that will not ſubmit to the Orders of 
a Society be caſt out, Our Diſſenters them- 
ſelves did. oblige all to Swear EP to 
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their Covenant,- under pain of Sequeſtra- 
tion. 

But, ſay the Difſenters, What if the Church 
of England Excommunicates us; may we not 
then lawfully Separate and ſet up Meetings of 
our own? 1 Anſwer, *'tis true, the Laws of 
the Church do fay, that in ſome caſes Men 
are Excommunicated ipſo fao, yet this does 
not oblige any to ſeparate. from Commu- 
nion, till Sentence be duly and judici- 
ally pronounced in a Church. For by the. 
Civil Law, notwithſtanding Excommunica- 


tion ipſo fafFo, a Declaratory Sentence of the | 


Judge is neceſſary before a Man ſhall be 
deny'd the benefit of Communion. And 
the ſaying a Man is Excommunicated, p/o 
fao, lignifies no more, than that the Judge 
may give Sentence without any new judicial 
Proceſs. But though our Diſſenters were 
aQtually Excommunicated for their Diſobe- 
dience, this would not excuſe them "from 
Schiſm ; as Dr. Stillingfleet has proved 'at 
lafge, Miſch. of Separ. p. 370. © 


Thus I have ſhew'd,that none of thoſe Pleas 
which are commonly uſed by the Diſſenters 
for their Separation from us, are ſufficient 
to juſtifie Separation from a 'True Church, 
Now af I can prove, That the Church of 

England 


La as th 


YO" WW WW 9 CW W 3 F- WW EC T. 6 


(119) 
England is a True Reform'd Church, they 
muſt either Renounce their Principles of Se- 
paration, or their Reaſon. | 

The only Argument I thall here make uſe 
of to prove, that the Church of England is a 
True Reform'd Church, is, That it is ſo 
acknowledged by all the Reform'd Churches. . 
in the World; who do all own her as a 
Siſter ; and alſo, by the moſt Emineat of our 
own Difſenters themſelves, 

All the Reform'd Churches beyond Seas 
do own the "Church of England as a True 
Retorm'd\Church, and yet they know what 
her Faults be in her Aſſemblies, in her Wor- 
ſhip, in. her Miniftry and Governmear. 
And this appears by the Harmony of Confeſ- 


fons of the Churches, Collected and fer forth 


by the Churches of Fraxce and of the Low- 
Countries: They do receive and approve of 
the Confeſſion of the Church of England, 
and call it one of the True Reform'd Chur- 
ches. Calvin has acknowledged the ſame, 
in his writings againſt the Browniſts; and 
condemns them for Schiſmaticks, for ſepa- 
rating from it: See his 1zſtit. lib. 4. c. 1. 
And the famous Cauſabox in his Epiſtle to 
King James I. declares plainly, That none 
at this day comes nearer the form of the 
Ancient Church, than the Church of England 


does. - 
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Miniſter, orderly ſet over them ; and divide 


the Pariſhes each perhaps into Three or Four; 
- to furniſh all theſe new made Miniſters with 


Congregations to Preach to? An excellent 
contrivance this, of our Reverend Non-Con- 
formiſt Miniſters,to entail the Church Reve- 
nue upon them and their Succefſors for ever, 


without being beholding to King, Biſhop, : 


or Patron ; and without any poflibility of ever 
being cut. off or forfeited; all the Lawyers 
in Exgland could not have deviſed ſo good 


- a ſecurity for them, as they | have ſubtlely 


done here for themſelves. They may Preach 
what DoQtrine they pleaſe, for the Govern- 
ment or againſt it ; they -have a Commiſhon 
to Preach,and the People are therefore bound, 
they fay, to hear them. For Preaching and 
Hearinz, they-ſay, are Relatives, and the one 
does meceſſarily ſuppoſe the other. *Tis true 
indeed, actual Preaching ſuppoſes Hearing, 
fo do actual Governours neceſſarily ſuppoſe 
a People to be Govern'd : But a Commiſſion 
to Govern, does not_ neceſſarily ſuppoſe a 
People attually- to be Govern'd ; for there 
may be Governours appointed and made, 
though there be then no People for them t0 


Govern; as was reſolved by all the Judges 


of Exgland, in the Caſe of Swton's Hoſpital, 
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ſion to Preach does not neceſfarily draw with 
it People to be preached to,. but only war- 
rants their Preaching where ”tis really 'want- - 

ed, and when they can have People to Preach 
to without injuring} others, or diſturbing 
the Peace of a ſettled true Chriſtian Church. 
But to ſay no more in a matter fo clear, I 
have already ſhew'd,: that there lies no Ob-- 
ligation upon any Non-Conformiſt Minifter 
to Preach in England, and conſequently 
there can be no neceflity for the People to 
hear them. f | 
The- Oaths and Subſcriptions are required 
only of the Clergy, and is no more than 
what other Reformed Churches require of 
all theirs. By the Conſtitution of the French 
Church, every Minifter that will not ſub- 
{cribe to the Orders among them, is to. be 
declared a Schiſmatick. And by the Conſti- 
tution of Geneve, any Miniſter that con» 
temns the Authofity of their Church, or by 
his obſtinacy diſturbs the Order of it, ſhall 
be firſt ſummon'd before the Magiſtrate, and 
if that will not do, he ſhall be Excommus- 
nicated ; but no Separation allow'd.- And 
Calvin ſays, Ep. Olevian. pag. 311, & 122+ 
Let him that will not ſubmit to the Orders of 
a Society be caſt rout. Our Diſlenters them- 
ſelves did. oblige all to Swear AP to 
| their 
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their Covenant,- under pain of Sequeſtra- 
tion. 
 - But, fay the Difſenters, What if the Church 
of England Excommunicates us; may we not 
then lawfully Separate and ſet up Meetings of 
our own? 1 Anſwer, *tis true, the Laws of 
the Church do fay, that in ſome caſes Men 
are Excommunicated ipſo fao, yet this does 
not oblige any to {eparate from Commu:- 
nion, till Sentence be duly and judici- 
ally pronounced in a Church. For by the 
Civil Law, notwithſtanding Excommunica- 


tion ipſo fafFo, a Declaratory Sentence of the | 


Judge is neceſſary before a Man ſhall be 
deny'd the benefit of Communion. © And 
the ſaying a Man is Excommuaicated, ip/o 
feio, ſignifies no more, than that the Judge 
may give Sentence without any new judicial 
Proceſs. - But though, our Diſſenters were 
aQtually Excommunicated for their Diſobe- 
dience, this would not excuſe them from 
Schiſm ; as Dr. Stillingfleet has proved \at 


lafge, Mich. of Separ. p. 370. 


Thus I have ſhew'd,that none of thoſe Pleas 
which are commonly uſed by the Diſſenters 
for their Separation from us, are ſufficient 
to juſtifie Separation from a True Church, 
Now af I- can prove, That the Church of 

England 
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England is a True Reform'd Church, they 

muſt either Renounce their Principles of Se- 

paration, or their Reaſon. | 
The only Argument I thall bere make uſc 

of to prove, that the Church of England is a 

True Reform'd Church, is, That it is fo 


acknowledged by all the Reform'd Churches . 


in the World ;- who- do all own her as a 
Siſter ; and alſo, by the moſt Emineat of oug 
own Diſſenters themſelves, & 

All the Reform'd Churches beyond Seas 
4 own the'Church of England as a True 


Retorm*d\Church, and yet they'know what 


her Faults be in her Aſſemblies, in her Wor- 
ſhip, in., her Miniſtry ' and Goveramear. 


And this appears by the Harmony of Confeſ-' 


fons of the Churches, Colle&ted and ſer forth 


by the Churches of Fraxce and+of the Low-- 
Countries: They do receive and approve of 


the, Confeflioa of the Church of Ezzlazd, 
and call it one of the True Reform'd Chur- 


ches. Calvin has acknowledged the fame, 


in his writings againſt the Browniſts; and 


condemns them tor Schiſmaticks, for ſepa-- 


rating from it: See his Izftit. Hib.- 4. c.1. 
And the famous Cas/«bor in his Epiſtle to 
King James I. declares plainly, That none 


a this day comes. nearer the form of the 


Ancient Church, than the Church of Hngland) 
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does. . Grotius ad Boatſlaer, Ep. 62. acknow: ot! 
ledges the fame : To which I ſhall add theſſ zo 
Opinion of Two. of the, moft' Eminent] /o 
Reform'd Divines at'rhis day beyond Seas. || to 
The one is Monſieur L Mons, Profeſ-Y dr 
for of Divinity at. Leyden, in his Letter to 
the Biſhop of Loxdon, Anno Dom. 1680, 
wha wrote to him to know. his Judgment 
concerning our preſent Diviſions in England; 
L' Mbyz writes him @ long Letter, which 
you" may ſee: at large at the latter end of 
Dr.. Stillingfleet's Miſchief of — rag [ 
ſhall only repeat ſome” of .it : Where was it 6 
ever ſeen ({ays he, after: he had been highly i 
condemning our Diſfenters for ery ry 
that the Salvation of Men was concern 
Articles of omen dh wrd things which r 
bat the out-ſide, gud Order of the C DL fo 
theſe are never accounted inthe »# 
- ſemtial Truths: And as there is zeta. 
theſe that can ſave, - ſo there-is nothing but Fr 
that. can exclude from Salvation. For the 
Epiſcopal Government, what # there in it thit 
i dangerous, and-may "reefonebly alarm Men's 
Conſtiences ® And if this be capable of depriviny 
Men of Eternal Glory, and ſhutting the Gates 
of Heaven, who was there that entred there for 
| the ſpace of 15000. Tears, fince that, for all tht 
"Oy all the C hurches of the World - had = 
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other kind of Government ? If it were contrary 
to the Trath, is it credible” that. God had 
ſo highly approved it and permitted his Charch 
to be tyrannizea over by it for ſo many Hume 
dred Tears, &c. - Therefore. fince-. all the Re+ 
wor the | Church of 
England, zot only 4s 4 Siſter, but as an elder 


Siſter, how-comes it to paſs, that ſome En- 


liſh-men themſehves have ſo il an Opinion 
5 hey at preſent, as to ſeparate: raſbly from 
ber ? For to ſpeak the 'Trath,'T do not fee 
their ſeparate Meetings are: of any great uſe, 
or that one may be more Comforted there, than 
in the Epiſcopal Churches. \When 1 was at 
London, almoſt Five Tears -ago, I went to 
ſeveral of their Meetings, to: ſee what way they 
took for the Inftrutticn of their -Hearers ; but, 
I profeſs, I.'was not 'at all Elified by it. 1 
heard one of the moii famous Non-Conformitts, . 
be Preached in « place where there were about 
Fourſcore Women, and afew Men: He had cho- 
ſen 4 Text. about the. Building *up the Ruines 
of Jerulalem ; aud for Expheation of it,he cited 
Pliny. aud Vitruvius, 1 believe'an Hundred 
times: And did not forget tomention « Proverb 
in Ttalian, -Duro con duro non fa muro; 
All this ſeem'd' to me nothing to-the purpoſe, 
and very improper. for his Auditory. To Cans 
tonize themſelves, . and make 'n Schiſm " to 


hate 
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have the liberty to vent ſuch Vanities ſeems 
wery ill Condutf : And the People ſeem wery 
weak to quit their mutual Aſſemblies for things 
that ſo little deſerve their efteem and pr 
rence : I do not think that any one #« obliged to 
ſuffer ſuch Irregularity, &c. 
The other Authority I promiſed to Cite, 
is Moalieur Clazd, to whom: the Biſhop of 
| London wrote about the ſame time, defiring 
his Opinion. as. aforeſaid. _ Monſieur 'Claxd - 
returns him this anſwer, A! Reform'd Chur. 
ches do acknowledge the Church. of Englan 
as & true Church; and I ſhall not be afrai 
to give that name to the bolding of Aſſems 
blies —_ and ſeparating . from the publick 
' Aſſemblies, and withdrawing themſelves from. 
wnder the Government. of the Church : "Tis. 
real. Schiſm. We do not enter into « compa- 
riſon of your order with that under which we 
live, all are ſubjet# 10 inconvenienties, ours 
bave hers, as well as yours : It is enough for | 
us to' know, 'that the ſame Divine Provie al 
dence, which by an. indiſpenſible neceſſity, and 
by conjuntture of. Aﬀairs, did at the. begin», | © 
ning of the "Reformation, put gur Churches | Þ 
wnder that of the 'Presbytery, has put yours NC 
under that of | the' Epiſcopacy ;” and as we axe | ® 
aſſured, that you do not deſpiſe.our ſimplicity, } ? 
o neither ought we to oppoſe "our ſelves againſt 
your 
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hour Preheminence. See 'both theſe! Letters) ' 


ind a third from Monſieur'L* 4nzle;"to" the 
ſame purpoſe, - at pi 3 EE litres 'cnd: of 
Dr. Stilling fleet's f GA + 

Thus much for the Shiny +a Now 
we will- come. nearer -home, and” Yes whar 
our Diſſenters themſelves have: th of 
the Church of England, 'from which *{e- 
parate; 


void the 'irhpatation of Browniſm., do: ſin- 
cerely profeſs, before God and all the __. 
That buys hold the Church of Eagland, 7 

be 4 true Church of - Chriſt, with 'which Pa 
did, and would hold Communion, notwith= 
ſanding any defilement or unwarranted” Power 


Bf Church Government exerciſed \ See 


the Apologetical Narrative, P. 5, 6. Again, 


They own'that our” Parochial Churches are 


true Chutches; and (that = can-find no 
fault withe, the Do&rine of., our Church, 
and that *tis lawful and ke 

* ſometimes-a Duty to Wes, af) Comme 
communicate with us. * COM See Papers 3 
Baxter's "Defence of his © - 


Cure, p-38; and 64. Gorber of Schiſms. p: 412 


Peace-offering "its ' the name of the Congreg. 


party Anno Dom. 1667\\p;10. True way of 


Conc. part-3. 6. 1. ſeth. 40. and Mr. Baxter 
I _ 


Firſt thep; Several of the Pinto to a | 
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-- in higlaſt Anſwer to Bagſhaw, p. 3o, 3 r has wh 


thefa-words, Tou little know what pernicious 
deſions the Devil has upon you, in perſwadin a 
you to deſire and indeavour to pull down t hey 
intereſt of Chriſt and Religion, which is, uy1.. 
held. in the Pariſh Churches of this Lang, d 
to think that "tis beſt. to bring them as loy at 
COM 
traft the Religious Intereſt all into private Bo 
Meetings. And fee alſo Mr. Baxter's - Plus, 
for Peace, p. 240. to the ſame purpoſe, . 
And laſtly, Dr. Owen WO, _ > ſoy 
vangelical Love, P. $4. acknowiec L100Y. 
Ok upon the Church of England, mes - 
ſuring it by the Doctrine received ſince the, 
Reformation, to be. 45 ſound. and . health. 
ful a part of the Catholick. Church, as any iaf;cg 
the-World, | | A 
I bave now prov'd that Separation fromn;, 
a true Church is ſinful, and ſohiſmatical ; 1}, 
have proved the Church of Exg/avd to billet, 
a true Church.;. and:alt this I have provedſc, 
from their own Writings. How will they; 
now, juſtify their -Separation, or clear themſl;, | 
ſelves' fromthe impuration of Schiſm ? What, 
will they fay to this, Is Schiſm not a-fin!Þ;.; 


. Or is their Separation from us -not Schiſm! rel; 
If they fay it is. not Schiſm: Why, the 


our Non-conformult Miniſters know better Ro 


j what | 
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as what is Schiſm, than all the Learned;Divines 
FF the Church of Exglend, and the moſt E> 
Þ ninent Men of all the Refarmed Churches 
Well:cyond Seas do. For I; have ſhewed from 
their own words; 'That they do acknow: 

dae. the Church'of England to be as true 
onf.:d ſound a part-of the Reform'd Church, 
"any in the whole World; aad condemn all 
«*E:hole that ſeparate: from her as guilty of 

hiſm, Doubtleſs -theſe Men are as com- 
percent judges pf -Mateers of Religion as a> 
"Ry of our. Diflenting Miniſters. - And Lam 
**Flure we baye::not the leaſt reaſon to believe 
"Fhey would flatter: us, for they are ſtrangers 
who have no :dependance- upon us'; and 
"EMca of more PFiety and Honeſty, than to 
indulge us/inany thing that is finful. Butir 


MEDivines beyond Seas, who haveacknowledg- 
ed the Charch' of England to \be' a true 
boChurch ,- are (ignorant of - the Errors and 
ed Corruptians tin! her: But let me; rell them, 
JF They. might have a little more civility; chan 
Wt ſuppoſe that ſo many godly-upright Men, 
uy ould raſhly. give their judgment of Mat- 
0'Yters of ſo great. moment, as thoſe are 'which 
MJrchte to Religion, before they were truly 
I icquainted . with the nature wt Circums 
” ſtances of -the- thing : And belides, They 
uy 2 


ought 


3 


may be they. will {ay,, that all theſe Learned 
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ought not- to judge of other Men by thengſſher 
ſelves: Becauſe: the moſt of their own Diſ1c 
vines are "utter -ftangers to the prafticeTh 
and Conſtitution of ' other Churches, as af 
pears ſufficiently 'by their Principles of $ 
paration, muſt they believe others tobe 
{o-too ? No throughly accompliſh'd Divine 
can be fuppoſed to be ignorant of the true 
ſtate and condition of any Reformed Natic 
nal Church, much leſs-of 10 great' and 
confiderable an” one as the ' Church of Ex 
#land. * But to put this out of diſpute, \it 
appears 'before- that ſeveral of the moſt 
minent Men before-mentioned, were in'Es 
#land for fore years, 'and frequented both 
the ' Churches:and Meetings, on purpoſe to 
acquaint themſctves with' both, in order tq 
giving their: judgment .of them. of 

Since therefore the DoQrine of the Church 
of 'Exeland is {ound, andthe Worſhip true; 
and Government -and Conſtitution of it's 
agreeable to that of the beſt and purelt; 
Ages of - the Church, as any now 1a the 
World; let/us in the name: of God, lay & 
ſide all thoſe fears and jealouſies that have 
poſſeſs'd the:minds of roo many of us, con- 
 Errning it, and Jet us remember that not 
only the Peace and Proſperity of this Church 
and Nation, and of every particular _ 
$5 42155 ſ 
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MFher of it, depends upon our Union, but of 
the Proteſtant Religion all over the World. 
Tho? there may be ſome things amiſs 1n the 
urch of Ezglznd, it is not''the buſineſs 
Mot private Men to Reform the Church, or 
veRiiſpute the fitneſs or unfitneſs of every little 
impoſition. Their Duty is to Conform, at 
Maſt in the outward ation, and ſubmic the 
neſs of ſuch- things, to the” Wiſdom'of 
hoſe to whom God Almighty has 'intrufted 
Sthe Government of the Church 'and*Nati- 
ton, they may reaſonably be chought more 
competent judges of what is convenient and 
Fit to be done, 'or not to! bei done,''than'pri- 
Wrate Men can'be. And if any: thing be, 
tEmiſs in the Government 'of the Church,'or 
tothe manner of God's Wothip, "they are to 
anſwer for it, not the: People.» - God" will 
call them to an' account [for-»impoſing:»up- 
on his People things not agreeable to-his 
Will : But will never condemn 'us for. do- 
ing our Duty in ſubmitting 'to ſach- Go- 
yernors as he. has placed over: us.” *Tis 


true,*there are ſomethings in:/Religion which 
are efſential ro' it, | withour which, Men 
cannot be ſaved; Now in caſgour Govers 
nours command us to act contrary to theſe, 
we ought not tg 'obey , | for we' muſt - 0- 
bey Gad rather than Mex :\ But *tis agreed 

So on 
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*on-all ſides, That the Church of Expland er 
joins no fich things, and that they who liv 
ly, fober lives according to the Dotrin: 
'of: this Church, are in a'{afe and ready wa 
to Heaven. 44 
- But *tis a difficult Matter for Men to fc 
fake what they have been all their livesas 
cuſtomed+t0; they cannot: believe thzr Sepy 
-ration 1s. ſo-great a ſin as we ſeem. to'mak 
it: And that 10 many honeft good People 
and godly Miniſters did live and die in fin 
If they are reſoly'd, they will not believe& 
\paration from a true Church to be finfu 
.-who can help that? The great numbertt 
have liv'd and dy'd in that Opinion, does 
-make the thing leſs finful. - The Dozarziftsu 
the African Ch&ch;, were more numero 
that our Eng/sſb Diſſenters are, and had*t 
likely, 'as many ſober and: learned Divine 
y-—.rang _ at the-Conference a C 
-thage, they had 4oo Biſhops, yet theſe wen 
| onemin's for Schiſmaticks by St. Axfi 
and all-the Catholick Biſhops. And th 
things that | theſe Donatifts ſeparated fro: 
the Church-for, were for the moſt part-th 
| ſame; that our preſent Difſenters mak: 
the cauſe of their ſeparation from the Churd 
of Exg/and. They thought the Biſhoprick 
too large, and the Power of the Biſhops ta 
| ore 
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n{ great. _ They tefugd to join in Communion 
livgg with the Catholicks, becauſe finners were 
J admitted there. They forſook the Mini- 
ters, . becauſe they were not ſo agreeable to 
their _— as _ would have them. 

Ic * They WO not nur- 

Sac fer any to ſpeak in' the 1, Wang Matevions, 
ml Churches but the Mint- 

ak fters, and ſtopt the mouths of all the 

ley They - held char the Crvil Magiftrate ha 

lin Power to Reform the Church. They pore 
6 a ſhew of greater Zeal for the Purity of 
Religion, than other People ; and by their 
Riff, ' rigorous ſeverity which they ſhew'd, 
and.the vehement out-crys which they made, 
that Diſcipline was not duly executed ; 

Many 'of the People, not well grounded-in 
the truth, were- terrified, and. turned: unto 
them, believing them to be the moſt zea- 
lous holy Men, and the only true Church 
in the World. - Finally promg condema'd all 
other Churches as not true Churches. See 
all this -in Giford (a Non-conformift Mi- 
niſter) his Book againſt the Brownifts 2. part. 
Theſe are'the very pretences that our pre- 
ſent - Difſenters make-for their ſeparating 


Wa 


large ; our Churches not according to Chriſt's 
lafticution ; our Miniſters unable, and un- 
I4 godly ; 
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from this'/Church. 'Our Biſho _ are too 


(130) 


godly: par way of Worſhip falſe'; 'our'Mas 
giſtrates aſſume an unwarranted» Power 'ig 
Church: Matters. Yea, and-1n their over 
pretending. to Purity-,and Godlinels, they 
are exact Donatiſts, and by that-very means 
do draw the more ignorant and zealous 
{ort of 'People to them, as. the Browniſts 
did. No People pretend ſo much to Purity 
and--.Religion, - as they do; In all places 
where .they have their publick Meetings, 
they, are fure to begin before the Pariſh 
Churches, and end after, be they as long 
as they, wijl ; But yet go in to one of their 
Meetings, and you ſhall ſee as little figns of 
Devotion and as many. of the People aſleep, 
as in-any Pariſh Church in the Kingdom tor 
the number. $0 in their common Diſcourſe, 
many. of chem will ſcarce allow themſelves 
ſo much, liberty as to-make them good com- 
pany, for tear they ſhould happen to tell a 
lye-; but yet 1a their Dealings, 'they will 6 
ver-reach a Cuſtomer-ia a Bargain, and uſe 
as many equivocations to decelye him as =y 
other . People thall, But leaſt: you thi 
I do,.them wrong, let us hear - what the 
learned Mr, Baxter ſays of them, (you won't 
| believe that he would wrong them.) ; In his 
Poor Masu's Family Book, p. 221. ſpeaking of 
{uch who run into Parties by Diviſions, lays 
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ke, Thoſe injudicious fort of Chriſtians having) 
an over high eſfteem' of their own Under ſt an- 
dings and Godlineſs, and deſiring 'to be 
made conſpicuous for their Goalime(s, in' the 
World , ſeparate , from - ordinary Chriſtians 
15 velow them, and unworthy of "their C Ommut- 
nion ; " theſe Sets have ever been the Neſts 
of Errors. And again, #6. p.. 331, he bids 
us beware of joining "our ſelves 'to Separate 


Meetings, who pretend to ſtritter Diſcipline, © 


and preater Purity, wha ſet themſelves up Fa- 
Hionſly and Contemtiouſly againſt the Concore 


dant Churches, on pretence of greater Purity, © 


whoſe Meetings are imployed in Reviling 0- 
thers," and Condemning other Churches, and 
puffing themſelves up with- Pride, as if they 
were the only Churches of Chriſt. 

But our Diffenters will ſay , This is a 
ſcandalous abuſe to ſay, that they condema 
all other Reformed Churches in the World. 
But 1 doubt they agree with the Donati/ts e- 
ven 4n this: -For F ſuppole they will condemn 
all thoſe- that account them Schiſmaticks. 
And this do all the Reformed: Churches ; 


for they all hold, that Separation from a - 


true Church is Schiſm, and own the Church 
of Exgland for a true Church, and conſe- 
quently make them Schiſmaticks ,- and ſo 


have exprelly declared them as appears be- 


fore, 
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fore. . Again, T ſuppoſe they will condemn 
all Churches that communicate with an I- 
dolatrous Ant-Chriſtian Church, knowing 
her faults ; ſome of them-declare the Church 
of England to be ſuch a Church, and then 
they muſt condemn all the Reformed Chur- 
ches which communicate with her. 


Well, ſay the Difſenters, Tos of the Church 
of England have a great deal to ſay for your 
ſelves, and if all be true that you have toll 
ws, our Separation from you' is finful and uns 
reaſonable : But what reaſon have we to believe 
you ; we have a great many able and goaly Mini- 
fters of our own, who tell us the quite contrary; 
"tis certain they cax't both be in the right, wh 
may we not then believe your Miniſters may 
be deceived. as well as ours ? 


"Tanſwer, *Tis not ſo likely that all the 
Divines of the Church of Exg/and that have 
been: ſince the Reformation, ſhould: be de 
ceived in a thing of this nature, as that thoſe 
of the Non-conformiſts ſhould ; Firſt, Be- 
cauſe they are'much more numerous, and 
*tis not ſo likely that a great 'many good Men 
| ſhould be decerved, as a few ; "Tis a Rule in 
Logick,. Quod plures & ſapentiores teſt antwr 
 "#revibile ef efſe verwm... And Secondly, py 
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and Greek very well, 


great Advantage to the' 
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cauſe they have. much better means-to come 
to the knowledge of the Truth, than thoſe 
of the Non-conformitfts can pretend: to ; as 
will plainly appear by confidering the Me- 
thod taken on both ſides for the b up 
of Divines.” Thoſe who are defign'd for the 
Study. of 'Diviuty in the Church of England, 
are kept at'the beſt Schools that can con- - 
veniently' be had, till the w/ Peng Latin 

are admit- 
ted into one ar the Univerſities, bo wy 


are put under the Care of a. 


tor, who is always one "of the Fellows ae 
the College, and ntly, a Man"well 
approved of by the whole College for his 
Learning and Sobriety ; for. by the Statutes 
of every College, none but” ſuch are: qua- 
lified for Fellowſhips. This Tutor has {cl- 
dom above 20. Students 'under his Care at | 
a time, and many of them not halt that 
number ; : every - Student comes twice a day 
to his Tutor's Chamber to be inſtructed by 
him. And-beſides this, the College appotnts 
other Tutors, 'or publick LeCurers, who are 
to teach-and inſtru them in the publick 
Halls, ſome for Philoſophy, ſome tor Diſpu- 
tations, and other Exerciles, / Theſe publick 
Tutors are changed every year, which: is a 


dents, ' by aC- 
quainting 
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fore. . Again, I ſuppoſe they will condemn 
all Churches that communicate with an I- 
dolatrous Ant-Chriſtian Church, knowing 
her faults ; ſome of them-declare the Church 
of England to be ſuch a Church, and then 
they muſt condemn all the Reformed Chur- 
ches which communicate with her. 


Well, ſay the Difſenters, Tos of the Church 
of England have a great deal to ſay for your 
ſelves, and if all be true that you have told 
us, our Separation from you" is finful and uns 
reaſonable : But what reaſon have we to believe 
you ; we have a great many able and godly Mini- 
fters of our own, who tell us the quite contrary; 
"tis certain they cax't both be in the right, wh 
may we not then believe your Miniſters may 
be deceived. as well as ours ? 


"Tanſwer, *Tis not ſo likely that all the 
Divines of the Church of Exg/and that have 
been ſince the Reformation, ſhould: be 'de- 
ceived in a thing of this nature, as that thoſe 
of the Non-conformiſts ſhould ; Firft, Be- 
cauſe they are'much more numerous, and 
*tis not ſo likely that a great'many good Men 
| ſhould be decerved, as a few ; "Tis a Rule un 
Logick,. Qaod plures & ſapentiores teſt antur 
 -gregdibile ef efſe verum... And Secondly, me 
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cauſe they have much-/better means-to come 


to the knowledge of the Truth, than thoſe 
of the Non-conformitts can pretend: to ; as 
will plainly appear by .confidering the Me- 
thod taken on both ſides for the breeding up 
of Divines.” Thoſe who are defign'd for the 
Study. of /Divinuty in the Church of England, 
are kept at the beſt Schools that- can con- - 
veniently' be had, till they underſtand Latin 
are admit- 
ted into one of the Univerſities, where they 
are put under the Care of a particular Tu- 
tor, who is always one of the Fellows of 
the College, and uently, a Man"well 
approved of by the whole College for his 
Learning and Sobriety ; for. by: the Statutes 
of every College, none but" {ſuch are qua- 
lified for Fellowſhips. This Tutor has {l- 
dom above 20. Students 'under his Care at | 
a time, and many of them not half thas 
number ; + every Student comes twice a day 
to his Tutor's Chamber; to be inſtructed by 
him." And-beſides this, the College :appotnts 
other Tutors, 'or publick Lecturers, who are 
to teach-and 'inftrut them in the publick 
Halls, ſore for Philoſophy, ſome for Diſpu- 
tations, and other Exerciſes, ' Theſe publick 
Tutors are changed every year, which: is a 


great Advantage to the Students, ' by aC- 


quainting 
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quainting them with 'the ſeveral Methods 


and Opinions of ſuch variety of Learned Men; 
Thus they fpend the firſt four Years, and 
then after very ſtrict Examination by all the 
Fellows 'of the College, to which they be- 
long, in the publick Hall for fix. days toge- 
ther ; if-they be found qualified, they com- 
mence' Batchelors of Arts, it not, they are 
laid aſide till the-next Year. After they 
have taken their Batchelors Degree, they be- 
gin to. apply themſelves more- particularly 
to the Study of Divinity, but are til} ob- 
liged to publick LeQures for Hebrew, Greek, 
and* other parts of Learning 'neceſſary for 
that Study; and to publick Diſputations: 
And thus they. ſpend three Years more, 
and then after a ftrift and publick Exa- 
mination as before, if they be found quali 
fied, they commence Maſters of Arts, or 
Dottors of Philoſophy. And here qbſerve, 
That no Man can hope to -take his De- 

' grees in any of the Univerſities, unleſs he 
be throughly qualified for it: No ſuch thing 
as Favour in the caſe, becauſe the Examt- 
nations are publick before all the 'Fellows 
and the Preſident of the College ; And be- 
fides that, every Man that is to take any 
Degree in any of the Colleges, is qbliged 
by the Laws of the College, ta: ask the 
Conſent 
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Conſent ' of every Man, particularly, who 
has ever taken the Degree of Maier of Arts 
in that College, if they be at that time a- 
ny where in or about' the Town, and any 
one of theſe if he can ſhew Reaſon for it, 
as that he-is a Man of a ſcandalous Life 
and'Converſativn, or of not ſufficient Learn= 
ing or ſuch/like, may ftop him of his De- 
gree. Aﬀter they have taken their MaFer 
of Arts Degree, then is the time they uſu- 
ally enter into Holy Orders, © Some few there 
are, who are admitted into Deacoxs Orders, 
after they 'haye commenced Batchelors of 
Arts, but theſe are few, and are look'd up- 
on but as young raw Fellows ; ſo that ge- 
nerally thoſe who are admitted to the Of> 
fice of the Miniſtry in the Church of Ex-' 
zland, are Men who have' ſpent at leaſt fe- 
ven Years -in' the Study. of Univerſity 
Learning, in one of the two'moſt Famous 
Univerſities in the World, with all the Helps' 
and Advantages that are neceffary for the 
perfecting of 'them in their Studies ; For 
beſides thoſe aforeſaid, they have the con- 
{tant Converſation of ſo many: Learned, In- 
genious Men ; the uſe of Great and Noble 
Libraries, Famous all over the World, (be- 
ſides the particular Libraries belonging to 
each College; In which 'are to be found 
many 
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many Pieces of Antiquity and Ancient Manu- 
ſcripts,&c. not to be met with any where elſe; 
and which give great Light into Aatiqui- 
ty. And in cach- Univerſity they have-Di 
 vinity Profeſſors, who are choſen out of the 
moſt Eminent Divines they have, whoſe 
bufineſs it is to hear Diviaity LeEQtures read; 
and Points of Divinity diſpured 0nig:the pub» 
lick Divinity-Schoals, to which all thoſe who 
deſign for that Study, - are after ſome few. 
Years obliged to attend. Neither do-theſe 
Learned Mea truſt only to their own Know- 
ledge, but they have carefully ſettled a Cor- 
reſpondence with all the moſt Eminent Men 
beyond Seas. 0 
- Theſe and many more are the Advan- 

tages of Education which the Divines. of the 
Church of Erg/axd have above thoſe of the 
Non-conformitts, who'are generally bred af- 
.ter this manner: | A Non-conformiſt Minis 
ter perhaps, or ſome ſuch Perſon who lives 
 obſcurely in-ſome remate part of the Coun+ 
try, gets-30 or 40 Boys together, and there 
he teaches them -common School-Learning, 
till they come to be towards -20 years of 
age, and then toftead of entring them into 
the Univerſity, the eters *em' in another 
Chamber, perhaps 5 or 6 at. a time, and 
there he teaches:them Univerſity Learning, 
as 
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25 call it; for 2 or 3 years it be 
wha the help of any Librarics, baccks 
-o0d Man's Cloſet, or any--Converſation 
more than” with" one another, and with the 
Maſter, if - he will honour them fo far, 
and his afſiftant if he chance to-have one. 
And ſo after '2+or 3 years Study at this 
rate, they are qualified for the Office of a 
Minſter among them, .and are:thought fit 
to be. intruſted. with the Care of Souls, 
and Government of a Church. 41 own there 
are ſome few-among them, who have had 


better Education thanthis 1s 3 but thefe are: 


the general Methods taken for breeding: 
of Divines on: bath ſides, which is fo 
known, that none will have 'the Confidence 
to deny it. And 'now let Man of rea- 
{on judge, whether. in Matters that 
lo \much upon Antiquity, and the Prattice 
and Judgment of the Primitive Church, as 
the--Controverſies, between us and the Dit 
ſenters do ; whether I fay are more likely 
wr be:maſtzken, all-the Divines of the Church 
0 
is not. ſo likely, ſays Mr. Baxter in his Poor 
Man's Family 'Book,'p. 222. that God (bould 
reveal his Mind to a few Mev, and thoſe 


of the r awer, #njudicious ſort, and ſuch as. are 
moſt infetted with proud -overvaluing their ows ' 
Wiſdow 


England, or thoſe of the Difſenters? 
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Wiſdom and: Godlineſs, and ſuch as have hal |, 
leait Time and Study, and means to come to 
great Underſtanding, and ſuch who ſhew them: 
ſelves the proude## Cenſurers of others, and 
lea## tender of the Church's Peace, and ſuch 
45 are apt to break all to pieces among themſelves 
J] ſay, 'Tis not ſo likely that theſe are in the 
right, as the main Body of agreeing, humble; 
goaly, peaceable, ſtudious Miniſters, who have 
had: longer time; and better means to know the 
Truth: Amd the Body of Chriſtians, even the. 
Church, hath more promiſes from Chri#t, than 
* particular dividing Perſons have. See all this, / 
and more to the ſame purpoſe in this Bogk 
aforeſaid, writ by Mr. Baxter himſelf, + - 

So that had we no other. Authority on our 
ſide, than that.of the Church of Exglend, 
**were much ſafer to rely upon their judg- 
ments in this Matter, than on the judgs 
ment of the Non-contormilts; but it 'ap- 
pears before that we have the Opinion of 
all the Reformed Churches in the Worldon 
our ſide; and if that wort turn the Scales, 
God Almighty -muſt work a Miracle. for 
their Converhon, as he did for. St. Paw/'s. 

*Tis ſo evident that the Miniſters of the' 
Church of-Ezxglend have much the Advantage 
of. thoſe among the Diflenters, as to LA 
and Knowledge, that they have.no way le 
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in Vain and curious Arts. 
* See Brown in his Pre- 


fence of his Cure, p. 124. 
tells us Ar —_— 40 
New Eng at lepa- 
rated from a Church 
on the account of their 


plains 


AU GOaormwudlBbBaSaTYTSS FAS. 


Ml /«e to his Book. And . 
" B Mr. Baxfer in his De- 


(1399 

to obviate this, but by down right diſclaim- 
ing at the Univerſity Learning, and calling 
them Sophiſticel Divines, who are bred up 


* His Book of "the life © 


| and mamers of Chriſtiens, 
note all tbe Browniſts ſay 


_ the' ſame. So did the'Do- 
 natiſts i= $?. Auguſtine's © 


time, condemn buman Learu- 


| ing," bus Se, Auguſtive con- 


demns their folly berein, is 
his 1ft. Book againſt Gre(- 
| contus, h, I+. bo 


Preachers having human Learning. | 
But perhaps ſome. of our\Difſenters will 
own that our:Divines of the Church 'of Ex- 
zland are-generally more learned than'thoſe 
among them ; {one of the moſt cornpetent 
judges among them, Mr..Baxter, has own'd 
it fairly in lis Anſwer to a certain' Letter, 
9, 18. where heays, he has ſeldom heard a- 
ny but very good and well ftudied Sermons - 
in our Churches, and on the other ſide, com- 
lrg of the weakneſs and-:inju- 
diciouſneſs, and felf-conceitedneſs of too ma- . 
ny of the'Non-conformift Preachers, inchis 
Sacral. Deſert. p. 86.) yet they will tell 
us, they deceive the People, and keep tliem 
all in ignorance for their own Intereſts, leaſt 
they ſhould loſe A” ——_— 
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This is a very ſevere Cenſure, to ſay, thath 
many Thouſand godly Miniſters as have beer 
. of the Church of Exglazd ſince the Reform: 
tion, and who have many of them died Mar 
tyrs for the ſake of it, ſhould be ſuch: Villains 
as to deceive the People, and damn their own 
Souls, for the ſake of their Church Prefer: 
ments. 4:8 | gy 
- - But how can ſelf-intereft oblige the Cle 
_gy to defend the Church -of England as now 
eſtabliſh'd; if they. thought it not agreeab 
to the Word of God? It muſt be either Pride 
or Covetouſneſs that muſt 'move them toit, 
If it were Pride, doubtleſs the Presbyterian 
or Independant way would anſwer that end 
much better ; for whereas now the Parſons 
Vicars and Curates of all the Pariſhes in Ex 
land areſubjett to their reſpeQive Biſhops, 
and can do nothing as to matters of Diſcipline 
or Goverdment, '&c. not even in their own 
Pariſhes, without the conſent of the Dioceſan 
Biſhop ::Were the Conftitution of the Church 
changed to that of the Presbyterian or In 
dependant way, every Paſtor would hecome 
an abſolute Biſhop, and accountable to none 
_ for whathe did. If it were Covetouſneſs that 
moved them to it, I ſuppoſe that were all the 
\ Parſons of every Pariſh in Exgland made the 
. Paſtor of that Church or Pariſh con 
| | & 
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the Presbyterian or Independant Notion'of a 


- (the preſent in-come of every Pariſh Miniſter 


WG, bur more valuable than now they 
re. Why do they not then ſet about this 


can, if they think'in their Conſciences *twere 


plain, *rwould' better anſwer their Covetoul- 


vernours\ of the Church will not let them ; 
they know the ſweet of a fat Biſhoprick too 
well to part with it, I warrant them.. But the 
Thouſandth part of the Clergy of Exgland are 
not Biſhops, nor perhaps never think to be ſo. 


they not perſwaded in their Conſciences, that 


ather whatſoever, 


of Englandare more Numerous,and generally 
K 2 . more 
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Paſtor, and all the Dioceſan and Metropoli-. 
mn. tan Biſhopricks,and their Deans and Chapters 
Ef diffolved, and their Revenue ſuper-added to, 
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or Paſtor, their Church Livings would be no. 


change of Church Government as faſt as they , 
more agreeable to God's will ſo to do? *tis . 


nels and Ambition, to pull down'Epilcopacy, 
than to live in this poor ſubjeCtion that now; 
they do. Here they will tell gs, the reaſon is , 
plain, becauſe the Biſhops, who are thq Go-' 


Every one of theſe have a Vote in the Con- 
vocation, and doubtleſs may carry it againſt 
ſo ſmall a number of Biſhops as 27. were: 


the Church of England as now eſtabliſh'd,, 
Is as-agreeable to the Will of God, as any - 


Therefore ſince the Divines of the Church | 
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mioreLearned,and can have no deſign upon the 
account of Selt-intereſt, todeceive the People, 
cis ſafer ſure in a doubtful cafe, to take their 
' words, and truſt to their judgments, than to 
thoſe among the Difſenters, whoſe Intereſt 
it is todeceive the People, and make the breach 
between us as wide as they can, many of 
them being Men of no Fortune, and ſuch as 
have no other way to get a Living, and Men 
who muſt needs be loſers by an Union be: 
tweer us; be the Conformity of which fide it 
will, whether they Conform: to us, or we to 
them, forbe the Government of the Church 


of England, either Epiſcopal or Presbyterian,' 


or Independant ; *tis but reaſonable that the 
Miniſters who are lawfully put into theCures, 
ſhould continue therein ſtill,as Paſtors of theit 
own Churches ; ſo that the greateſt part of 
the Non-conformiſt Preachers muſt be laid a+ 


fide ; for *twere not-reaſonable that others 


who are as deſerving as they, and lawfully 
ſettled in their Cures, ſhould be turn'd out to 
rake room for them, nor that Pariſhes ſhould 
' be divided all over the Kingdom, to furniſh 
them with Churches: *Tis likely that ſome 


of the Non-conformiſt Miniſters who are bet- 


ter qualified than ordinary, might be-provi- 
ded for, ſhould it pleaſe God, that there were 


an Union between us : But many of them I 


doubty 


| 
| 
| 
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doubt, could not; ſo that *cis evident their 
Intereſt obliges the moſt of rhem to deceive - 
the People, and keep open the breach as wide 
as they can, And that they really do fo, is 
plain, by their making the Differences be» 
tween, us ſeem greater than really they are, 
and than they themſelves have own'd themi to | 
be in their Writings, as T haveall along ſhew- 
ed: And alſo by their pretending to quote | 
Authority for what they ſay, and either not 
mentioning the Chapter or Page where the 
Words are to be found, or elſe altering the ve- 

Words and Sence of the Author ro ſerve 
their turn : If any one think I do them wrong, 
let them look tnto'Dr. Maurice his Defence of 
Dioceſan Epiſe. p. 237. 335+ 353+ 377: 396. 
442. 444. how Mr. Clarkſon to prove Epiſco- 
pacy in the Primitive Church to be agreeable 
to the congregational ar Independant way, 
has miſrepreſented the very Words and Sence 
of his Authors, You may find more Inſtances 
of this kind in the Preface to-Dr. Comber's De- 
fence of *Liturgies, 1\t. part, And ſee how 
fallly Mr. Baxter has tranſlated Theodoret's 
Epiſtle to ſerve his Fyporthifis. Dr, Stilling fleet | 
his Mi/chiefs of Separation, p. 261. And how 
he kas miſrepreſented the Doftor's own 
words, zb. t31. 132 and 126, ' Many more 
Inſtances of this kind may be given, were - 

| It 


—— —  —__ 


Miniſters who are lawfully put into theCures, 


' be divided all over the Kingdom, to furniſh 


| 
moreLearned,and can have no deſign upon the 


account of Seli-intereſt, todeceive the People, 
*is ſafer ſure in a doubtful cafe, to take their 


' words, and truſt to their judgments, than to 


thoſe among the Difſenters, whoſe Intereft 
it is to deceive the People,and make the breach 
between us as wide as they can, many of 
them being Men of no Fortune, and ſuch as 
have no other way to get a Living, and Men 
who muſt needs be loſers by an Union be- 
tweerl us; be the Conformity of which fide it 
will, whether they Conform: to us, or we to 
them, for be the Government of the Church 
of England, either Epiſcopal or Presbyterian, 
or Independant ; *tis but reaſonable that the 


ſhould continue therein ſtill, as Paſtors of theit 
own Churches ; ſo that the greateſt part of 
the Non-conformilſt Preachers muſt be laid a: 
fide ; for *twere not--reaſonable that others 
who are as deſerving as they, and lawfully 
ſettled in their Cures, ſhould be turn'd out to 
make room for them, nor that Pariſhes ſhould 


them with Churches: *Tis likely that ſome 
of the Non-conformiſt Minifters who are bet- 
ter qualified than ordinary, might be provi 
ded for, ſhould it pleaſe God, that there were 
an Union between us : But many of them I 


doubty 


as 
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'coubt, could not ; ſo that *cis eyident- their 
Intereſt obliges the moſt of them to deceive - 


the People, and keep open the breach as wide 
as they can. And that they really do fo, is 
plain, by their making the Differences be- 
tween, us ſeem greater than really they are, 


and than they themſelves have own'd them to |: 


be in their Writings, as I haveall along ſhew- 


ed: And alſo by their pretending to quote 
Authority for what they ſay, and either not 


mentioning the Chapter or Page where the 
Words are to be found, or elſe altering the ve- 
al Words and Sence of the Author to ſerve 
their turn : If any one think I do them wrong, 


. ket them look 1nto Dr. Maurice his Defence of 


Dioceſan Epiſe. p. 237. 335+ 353+ 377: 396. 
442. 444. how Mr. Clarkſoz to prove Epiſco- 
pacy in the Primitive Church to be agreeable 


to the congregational ar Independant way,” 
has miſrepreſented the very Words and Sence - 


of his Authors, You may find more Inſtances 
of this kind in the Preface to-Dr. Comber's De- 
fence of *Liturgies, 1it. part. And fee how 
fallly Mr. Baxter has tranſlated Theodoret's 


Epiſtle to ſerve his Hypothiſis. Dr, Stillin | 
his Mi/chiefs of Separation, p. 261. pry an | 


he has. miſrepreſented the Doftor's own 
words, 2b. t31.1;2 and 126, Many more 


Inſtances of this kind may be given, were - 


if 
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it neceſſary, but what has been {aid is ſufficis 
ent to ſhow that in. Matters of Religion, 
where the caſe ſeems doubtful, and all the Di- 
vines of the Church of England agree 0n one 
fide, and the Non-conformiſts only on the 0- 
ther ; *tis much ſafer to take the Opinion af 
thoſe of the Church of Exglard, than of the 
others, becauſe they are more numerous, and 


generally more learned, and ſeem to have lels 


reaſon to deceive us. 


To all that has been ſaid, I ſhall only add 


this, That I have taken all the pains that poſ- 


fibly I could, to inform my ſelf truly of the” 
Matters in Controverly between the- Church 


of Exglaud, and the Diſſenters ; and did real- 
ly believe the things Scrupled to be of much 


greater moment.than_ I now find them to bg. 
And tho' I for my own part, am fatisfied in 


my Conſcience, that there is nothing at all 
injoin'd by the Church of Ex9/azd, but what 
is agreeable to God's Word, and the Opinion 


of the wiſeſt Men of the Church in all Ages, 
and what the moſt tender Conſciences may 


fatisfie themſelves in, if they would but make 
uſe of the proper means ; yet I could heartiy 
ly wiſh that many things were laid aſide, if 
x Wo would purchaſe an Union between us. It 


things which are allow'd to be in themſelves 


indifferent, as Poſtures, and Oy and 


ſuch 
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ſuch like, were neither impos'd nor aboliſh'd, 
but left to the Diſcretion of every Chriſtian 
to ule or not to uſe as he thinks beſt, and as 
the Ceremony of Bowing towards the Altar 
is, and ſome other altetations. made, ſuch'as 
you may fee in the Propoſals offer'd to the 


Parliament for the Uniting of - Proteſtant 
Difſenters by Dr. S. Dean of St. Pasls, 


there could then be no reaſonable Pretence left 


for Separation. But if nothing elſe muſt pur- - 


chaſe our Peace, bur the overthrowing the 
whole Conſtitution of this Church, *tis too 
dear a purchaſe, till we have found another 


to exchange for, - more agreeable to God's _ 


Word, 'and more conſiſtent with the Peace 
and Tranquility of this Nation ;. but that we 
have not found yer, I am ſure, as is ſuffici- 


ently evident, by a plain experimental Proof, 


which theſe Nations lately ' had ; *tis very 


well known, that in the late unhappy times, - 


when the Church of Exgland Liturgy, &c. 
was taken away, the Presbyrerians, Indepen- 
dants, and other Parties, pray'd one againſt 
the other,, and againſt eſtabliſhing that wav 
of Government, which others of them pray'd 
for ; divers Perſons made their own Paſſions, 
ſingular Opinions, ahd Errors great 'part of 
their Prayers; others rejeCted all Confeſſions of 
ſins, as no part of their Devotions ; in many 

l | places 
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places of Englend, the Sacrament of the Lord's S 


per was laid aſide for 12 or 15 Years together, {6 
was Infant Baptiſm z ſome would Pray for the Ki 
one way, {one ahother, others not at all. ' Andin 
rkar time that the Church of England way of Wor- 

 thipwas 2s Rs ou wedge, _ 
Hereſies, and- B es Droac 
' than ever before or fiance]: -Fhis:is acknowledged 
bythe Diſſenters themſelyss, ſee a Book call'd Gas- 
| grena, part xf,, p. 175. writ about the Year, 1646. 

' where many of.them do acknowledg gry. That we 
(Gay they) in theſe four laſt (wr Ay Oo aft 
esbytery been uppermoſt) 
Deeds of the Prelates,4n a > Rc never /« 
fo many oor were heard of, * mac fuk Bl 
-phemies, and Confaſions, we worſe s | 
#65, "more corrupt Dark and Prattices, than in 7a $0, 
Years before, &c. 'So that if nothing muſt purchaſe 
"Peace betweetl us,. but the parting paring wk our Religi- 
.on, and -overthrowing our whol 'Conſtitntion, to 
-ſet up another, which? Expericnce bas taught us, is 
meither- ſo :confiſtent with God*s Glory, nor the 
Peace of theſe Nations, they muſt excuſe us. Be- 
fides, let meteil-them, Their late Carriage in Scot« 
land, ' has given us. great reaſon to fear that the 
-Rekgion they ſo muck boaſt of, and with ſomuch 
Zeal, endeavour to ſet np in this Nation, in the, 
Place of that which by God's. good dence is 
now Eſtabliſh'd, 4isnot: the erve Religio 6f Chriſt; 
for thar never raught any ' to-Afﬀfront and Revile his 
_ lawful Miniſters, and to- burn-the Hol Sorlpanth, | 
© as they have done now more.thanonce. ; 1yray G 
7 cheir Eyes, and ſaften.uhew Hearts, | and, ot pus 
rACE t0 i, 
FINIS, 
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